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PASSION WEEK NUMBER 
QA Hymn of Che Lord's Passion 


Now let our joyful chorus sing, By those blest scars which still disclose 
Let heaven with alleluias ring Thine insults, scourgings, cruel blows, 
To Christ, our Captain, who by woe Are gained for us, of worth unpriced, 
Hath saved us from our every foe. Thy everlasting gifts of Christ. 


The blood that from Thy wounds did flow, 
O may it touch our hearts with woe, 

Till we thereby be all made clean, 

Creator blest of stars serene. 


The anguish of Thy dying pains, 

The lifeblood pouring from Thy veins, 
O may they drive these hearts of ours 
To seek, O Christ, Thy saving powers. 


O Saviour, fill us from above, 
With treasures of Thy dying love, 
Of love whereby Thou still wilt pour 
On us rich joys forevermore! 
—Bonaventura, 1221-1274. 


The Price 


Some crosses big, many crosses small— But the dear Lord Jesus knew that I 
Bitter sorrow and grief and loss— Had another lesson to learn— 
I’d carried them long, and I’d carried them far, And He gave me the heaviest cross of all, 


And I thought I’d earned at least one star 


In my crown—not another cross. His eyes to my soul straight did burn. 


And then I remembered Him nailed to His cross, 
And I gave up my stubborn pride; 
If I’d follow Him truly 
And serve Him all-newly, 
Then I, too, must be crucified! 
Telford, Pa. —E. 
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But said, ‘‘I’ll be near if My child should call’’— 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


IMPROVING THE CHURCH SCHOOL 
BUILDING 


(We are reporting here a few items 
gleaned fiom a secular paper on the im- 
provements to the Refo:med Church School 
Building at Middletown, Md., Rev. John 
Samuel Adam, Pastor.) 


In order that classrooms, assembly rooms 
and recreational facilities might be pro- 
vided for a completely departmentalized 
Church School, Christ Church, Middletown, 
Maryland, remodeled and greatly enlarged 
their former Church School building. Every 
class is now provided with a separate class- 
room having suitable equipment for effee- 
tive class work. Some of the rooms in the 
old building were reconstructed in order 
te meet distinctive needs of this flourish- 
ing Church. To be specific we are inform- 
ed that the room formerly used by the Be- 
ginners’ Department has been converted 
into a Church parlor, which is equipped 
with attractive reed furniture in green, 
with table to match, a piano, decorative 
miror, curtains and draperies. The room 
is also warmly lighted by a specially de- 
signed fixture in the center, two floor lamps 
and a table lamp. This room presents a 
homelike appearance and will be used for 
social functions, committee meetings, pas- 
tor’s conference room, and as a classroom 
at the regular Church School hour. 

The new addition proper contains the 
Cradle room, with which is annexed the 
mothers’ room and rooms for the Begin- 
ners’ department, Primary department, 
Junior department and Intermediate de- 
partment. The room for Beginners and 
mothers’ room is painted in pink and the 
furniture and trimmings are in ivory. A 
rolling curtain is placed to divide the 
mothers from the children during the study 
period. The Beginners’ room is decorated 
in blue, with ivory furnishings. This room, 
as well as the other departmental rooms, 
has a built-in clothes press and shelving 
spaces for wo:k materials. 

To complete the first floor of the new ad- 
dition is the spacious Primary room (the 
walls of which are in buff). which is equip- 
ped with two sets of furniture, one being 
used for the assembly period and one for 
the study period. This room also has di- 
visions to separate the classes, giving the 
teacher privacy for the study period. 

The second floor of the new addition 
contains the secretary ’s room, which is pro- 
vided with a secretary’s equipment, and is 
a place where the secretary can work with- 
out interruption. There is provided on this 
floor a room for the Leadership Training 
Class. The Junior room is equipped and 
decorated almost the same as the Primary 
room. The most attractive, spacious and 
best lighted room on the floor is the Inter- 
mediate room, which is on the north side 
of the building. This is equipped with cur- 
tains extending from the walls for the pur- 
pose of giving privacy to each class during 
the woiship and assembly period. It is 
also equipped with shelving space and 
clothes press. 


Entrance is made to the new building 
along the north side of the old Chureh 
School building. Halls, both up and down- 
stairs, make the several rooms quickly ac- 
eessible. In addition to the above improve- 
ments, a new entrance has been made to 
the social rooms, which provides a more 
direct passage to the social rooms and 
makes a much better appearance from the 
outside. 


The whole of the former Church School 
auditorium has been repainted. In the 
front of theauditorium, within the arch, 
is a design of the Holy Bible with the 
superscription: ‘‘Thy Word is a Lamp 
Unto My Feet.’’ The beams in the ceil- 
ing have all been made attractive by the 
painter, and new curtains have been added 
at the windows. The floors have also been 
all refinished and repainted. Four new 
pianos have been added, two of which are 
of the miniature type and are used in the 
Beginners’ and Primary departments. Each 


room with the exception of the Cradle Roll 
room, is equipped with a-piano. 

While the cost of the improvements 
could not be exactly confirmed, it is esti- 
mated at about $13,500. It can safely be 
said that the Church has up-to-date facili- 
ties for carrying on almost any form of 
present-day religious instruction, whether 
it be for work on Sunday, in the Daily Va- 
cation Bible School or for ‘week-day re- 
ligious instruction. 


ANOTHER LETTER FROM THE REV. 
JAROSLAV STULC 


Strakonice, Czechoslovakia, 
February 22, 1928. 
Dear Brethren and Sisters:— 


Please accept my heartiest thanks for 
your letters of encouragement and love; 
also for the magazines, dailies, picture 
books, 8. 8. picture rolls, spellers and 
readers that you sent. It meant a holiday 
when my wife and children divided the 
reading among themselves and were read- 
ing and looking at the pictures. You would 
have liked the never-ceasing exclamations 
Of surprise; ““Oh, oh, “that’s mice.2? 
‘‘Look, look, Martha, Esther, look!’ 
Vilma Ruth and Dorothy Lydia had the 
picture rolls, while little Jaroslay Paul 
and Jarmilka played American school, Of 
course, I took with me to the study the 
papers that were sent and we all read and 
read; I long after all had gone to bed, for 
I am away in daily school teaching re- 
ligion, as the law wants it, and have time 
only in the evening when done with the 
parish office work. You know that our 
Chureh is not a free Church and has to 
have a parish court in every independent 
congregation. That means that all the 
children born in our congregation, and be- 
longing to my parish, must not be baptized 
by another minister. All couples, when the 
bride is a member of the Church and with- 
in my parish, must not be married by an- 
other parson, except by her own pastor’s 
written consent, The same with burials. 
We have to keep strict register of every- 
thing and once a month report to the dis- 
trict courts, etc. Besides, the same has to 
be written every month to the State Bur- 
eau of Statistics in Prague. We must give 
dates of births, deaths—of what he died 
and what doctor took care of him, ete. 
How I wish I had someone to take care of 
this work in the office! 

What would I give if I had a light car 
that would take me from school to school 
and save me from so much walking, giving 
me more time and thus enlarging my work 
as a preacher and enabling me to visit the 
conve:ts, the new members of our Church. 
Think! all are new, only two of them, a J. 
U. Dr. (attorney) and his wife became 
members of our Church before the war— 
in 1912—all the rest after 1921, when the 
first census after the war was taken, and 
they did not want to be classified as Ro- 
man Catholics. 

In our work we have two great needs. 
First, a Church building. We have only a 
small class-:00m in which to meet for wor- 
ship. We need a large Church building, 
and it would be a grand memorial to the 
nation which liberated the small nations 
of Europe. Our new Church members com- 
ing from the Roman Catholic Church are 
not accustomed to singing. They weep 
when they hear our songs and hymns. See- 
ond, I am also praying for a Training 
School for theologians, preachers, Church 
workers and deaconesses. We need men 
and women here to work in the Lord’s 
vineyard. I figure it this way. If I had 
such a school, in five years or even sooner, 
I could send out at least 40 new workers 
into the fields calling for reapers. Think 
that we want to start missions among the 
Slav Mohammedans in Jugoslavia, in parts 
of Russia, ete. The Czechs are Slavs. The 
Russians, the Jugoslavs, the Bulgarians are 
Slavs also. The first nation to throw itself, 
its life, independence, its very existence 
into the gigantie struggle (for freedom of 


MarcH 22, 1928. 


conscience) with the Church of Rome, was 
Czechia, (Bohemia). The first martyr of 
the Reformation was a Czech, John Huss. 
The first missionaries sent to Africa, In- 
dia, to the Eskimos, to the Indians, were 
the Czech (Moravian) Brethren. Think of 
Bethlehem, Nazareth, etc., in the State of 
Pennsylvania, founded by this Czech Bre- 
thren (Moravian) Church! And thus, as 
the day of the Slav is rapidly approaching, 
the Czech Reformed Church, by your gener- 
ous understanding and sympathy will be 
able to attack the Slavs of the world and 
bring them to Christ. Here the returns 
will yield a greater fruitage than anywhere 
else. Pray for your thankful brother! 


—Jaroslav Stulc. 


HOFFMAN ORPHANAGE, LITTLES- 
TOWN, PA. 
Rev. Sidney S. Smith, Supt. 

Persons working in an institution caring 
for children are often asked, ‘‘How do you 
discipline such a large group?’’ This is 
a continuous question confronting every 
employee in our Church Homes. What can 
we do next from the facts we have about 
the child’s history before coming into the 
Home and since it has been in the Home? 
Knowledge of each child is first necessary 


and methods of training and disciplining 
the child follow. : 


Punishment is depriving of privileges, 
and attainments confer special privileges. 
In many normal homes the system of 
awards is used with great success and the 
same is carried out in institutions with a 
limited amount of success. To the child 
there are not enough worlds to conquer and 
he will either be continually trying to gain 
some new recognition or if he is losing 
privileges becomes indifferent and tries to 
lose all privileges and becomes the outlaw 
in the group. An Orphans’ Home is, there- 
fore, a miniature town, when considering 
the-problem of law enforcement. There 
will always be those who want to break the 
rules, apparently for the sake of gaining 
some satisfied craving or to win promi- 
nence. Some persons, like children, can 
only gain prominence in this manner, 


Should a child be paid for every good 
act? No, not in a material way, as persons 
cannot always be paid to follow the 
straight and narrow path of obedience. In 
bestowing honors on children it is best to 
make the affair merely an honor, rather 
than a gift. There is a greater ideal in 
working for an honor rather than a ma- 
terial thing. It takes little effort to strive 
for some material object, but a pledge of 
honor to an ideal is necessary to attain an 
ideal. This is the task of every parent 
(and foster parents in institutions) must 
try to attain by giving the child honors’ 
having no material value, which cannot be 
sold or given away, which can only be at- 
tained by faithfulness to ideals. This is 
the work of the Kingdom at Bethany, St. 
Paul, Ft. Wayne, Nazareth and at Hoffman. 
Prayers are needed for those who serve in 


these Homes, in solving the problems of . 


each child. 


A LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Shanghai, China, Feb. 16, 1928. 
Dear Friend: : 


Recently I was in a room where a Bible 
Class, for our Shanghai defenders, was be- 
ing held. Some statements made as to the 
first two chapters of Genesis and the crea- 
tion of the world and the origin of man 


almost made my hair stand on end. How 
they did try to explain away the clear — 
The 


teachings of the Word of God! 
thought came into my mind that the Ch 
nese teachings could ‘‘go them one be: 
ter’? in several respects, and you mig 
like to know what the Chinese say abc 
the creation. — 
(Continued on Page 2 
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EDITORIAL 


HUSHING THE CHURCH 


The Reverend Lloyd C. Douglas of Los Angeles has 
an article in the March Aiélantic. He calls it “Noncon- 
formity,’ and in it he says many true things about a 
number of Churches. He says that these Churches are 
often noisy, that their services are jazzy, raucous, dis- 
orderly. After reading the Church page in the Los Angeles 
Times, I understand his feelings. Los Angeles seems the 
happy haven for noisy religionists. If one were to judge 
by the announcements, the Church business in Los Angeles 
must be one of competitive screaming. 

Mr. Douglas then says a number of true things about 
Fundamentalists, Modernists, and whatnot. He says these 
things cleverly. : 

Mr. Douglas has much to say about the Church being 
meddlesome. It seems that Mr. Douglas highly values 
the separation of Church and State, and fears that this 
separateness is threatened whenever the Church presumes 
to address petitions and advice to those placed in high 
positions of power. The Church is not to protest against 
military training! It is not to plead for specific legisla- 
tion! It is not to let its voice be heard in such matters as 
the Sacco-Vanzetti case! The minister must not work 
for peace by conducting “unseasonable rackets with per- 
sons in authority who probably know very much more 
than he about the practical terms on which the great boon 
may be had.” To whom does Mr. Douglas refer? Are 
these persons in authority the Hon. Frank B. Kellogg and 
the Hon. Curtis Wilbur? Must the Church wait for these 
gentlemen to give us peace? 

Mr. Douglas would not confine the Church unduly. “I 
am sure,” he says, “that nobody wants to tie the hands 
of the Churches so that they may not help to wield the 
fork when the Augean stables require a bit of tidying.” 
A crumb of comfort to the meddlers. 

But, Mr. Douglas, this “bit of tidying.’ | May the 
Church not raise her voice against the Big Navy people? 
May we not protest against bombing Nicaraguan patriots? 
May we not show our concern that full justice be done 
in the courts of the land? Shall we be silent about the 
iniquities of the Harding administration? Shall we smile 
and pass on and take no note of Messrs. Sinclair, Doheny, 
Burns, et al? 

Mr. Douglas mentions the Church’s meddling in in- 
dustrial disputes. He says that “Big Business does not 
seek counsel of the parsons.” As I understand it, the 
parsons are not asking Big Business to seek counsel of 


them, but rather of the Christ Whom they seek to serve. 
Is this meddling? 

Mr. Douglas should read his Church history. He will 
discover that the Church has been greatest in the days 
when she was most unpopular, and that she was most un- 
popular when she dared to stand before Kings, and to 
cry, “I will not!” 

There is justice in what Mr. Douglas has to say about 
“the sedative quality of Christianity”; but in his stressing 
of that quality, there is peril. The world will not be saved 
by a Church which puts it to sleep. 

—HuvupBert C. HERRING. 
5 ie hie 


ON CLAIMING OTTERBEIN 


The editor of the Religious Telescope, organ of the 
United Brethren Church, has been browsing around in 
some historic fields. The following observation, made in 
the issue of Mar. 10, will be of interest to our Church 
historians : 

“Lancaster, Pennsylvania, was the scene of Philip Wil- 
liam Otterbein’s labors over 170 years ago. To be exact, 
his ministry there covered the period from 1752 to 1758. 
At that time his ministry was in the German Reformed 
Church, and our German Reformed friends are strong in 
declaring that Otterbein was a German Reformed min- 
ister until his death. We may be glad that they want to 
recognize him and claim him. A man’s fame is pretty 
secure when. Churches, organizations, and countries lay 
rival claims to him over a century after he has passed 
on. We have no quarrel with the Reformed folks over 
that question. We only claim that Otterbein was the 
human agent in the hands of God of bringing the United 
Brethren Church into existence. .We also know that 
the Reformed Church did not think so well of him during 
those years that he was preaching the doctrines and pre- 
senting the privileges of Christian discipleship upon which 
the United Brethren Church was established. We know 
that his last years in the ministry were not given to the 
Reformed Church, and that his congregation in Baltimore 
was not Reformed and that it did become the mother 
Church in our communion. We know, too, that Otter- 
bein was made a bishop, or superintendent, in the new 
religious movement, and that he ordained Christian New- 
comer, Joseph Hoffman and .Frederick Schaffer to the 
ministry as elders, and thus definitely acknowledged his 
relationship, official and otherwise, with a religious organ- 
ization that accepted the designation of the Church of 


a 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


| Marcu 22, 1928. 


the United Brethren in Christ. We know that the United 
Brethren Church is here as a monument to the grace of 
God as manifested in and through the life of Philip Wil- 
liam Otterbein. And if the Church in which he was 
brought up saw fit to keep his name on its records up 
to the time God called him hence, it is no affair of ours. 
So much for that.” 

We hope and believe that the Reformed Church is prop- 
erly grateful for the eminent services rendered by Otter- 
bein to the Kingdom of God. It is not really of great 
importance for the cause of Christ today whether Otter- 
bein remained until the day of his death a member of 
our denomination or actually left our fellowship. The 
good editor, Dr. Snyder, is generous in giving us permis- 
sion to claim him. We might wish, however, that the 
editor had stated a little more clearly just what those 
“doctrines and privileges of Christian discipleship” were 
which he says caused the Reformed Church (or part of 
it) to think ill of Otterbein, and which continue to be the 
“element” that gives the United Brethren Church an “ex- 
cuse for existence as a separate religious body.” True, 
the editor does refer to Otterbein as one who “went 
forth to preach with ever-increasing emphasis the gospel 
of experimental salvation”; but surely he would not in- 
timate that this idea of experimental salvation is in the 
sole custody of the followers of Otterbein, or is not at all 
preached and practiced in the Reformed Church which 
gave Otterbein to the world. At any rate, we have never 
hesitated to call it unfortunate that Otterbein’s piety and 
spiritual passion were not more fully appreciated by some 
of our conservative forefathers, and we do not hesitate 
to say that his spiritual descendants have so many fine 
qualities which supplement and complement our own, that 
if we could get together more frequently and far more 
closely it might be a means of blessing for both and mark 
a real advance in the upbuilding of the Kingdom. So let 
us shake hands in utter friendliness, brother, across what- 
ever chasm there is between us. It is possible we may 
discover that there isn’t any chasm worth mentioning. 

Pe ae ee, 


THE INFLUENCE OF THE CHURCHES FOR 
PEACE 


Bishop Joseph F. Berry, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, who is conducting his final Conferences before 
retiring from active service, sounds a characteristically 
cheery note in his farewell messages. Old age, he says, 
is generally supposed to be somewhat pessimistic, but as 
for himself, he has “never felt more optimistic’? with 
regard to the power and glorious future of the Christian 
Church. There is nothing the Church needs quite so 
much today, he thinks, as courage. This is a timely ad- 
monition. It is true that far too many have been affected, 
as the good Bishop suggests, by the bitter criticisms hurled 
against the Church, and have come to suffer more or less 
from an inferiority complex. This has lowered the morale 
in many hearts and has caused once bold and intrepid 
soldiers of the Cross to become timorous, hesitant, and 
doubtful. 


And yet, for those who have eyes to see, every day is 
bringing us testimonies to the continued power of faith; 
and again and again we witness the forces of greed and 
hatred and spite scattered and driven away before the 
graces of love and friendship and goodwill. We should 
not minimize, for instance, the splendid effectiveness of 
such a campaign of outspoken devotion to high ideals as 
has been waged during recent months in the interests of 
peace. No small part of this work has been done by the 
organized Church. All wicked devices formed against 
God’s Word, all selfish interests which make for division 
and discord, may well fear the power of the Church of 
Christ. 

A few weeks ago the Phiadelphia Public Ledger, owned 
by the Curtis Publishing Company, assured us editorially 
that the “Big Navy” program, fathered by Secretary Wil- 
bur and the Rear Admirals, was a miracle of inpeccable 
wisdom, and had the nerve to assert that those who op- 


posed it were “unintelligent” and, presumably, unpatriotic. 
Obviously we were to accept the claim that only the “hired 
men” of the Ledger knew all the facts. Today the Ledger, 
weeping salty tears and wailing pathetically, tells us that 
“the forces of organized pacifism are in command of the 
field,” and that, ‘flushed with victory, they are seeking 
for new worlds to conquer.” It is our hope that the 
Ledger’s fears are fully justified, for it really seems that 
the program of 71 battleships has been reversed to 17. 
“It is,’ says the Ledger, “a wrecked and mutilated pro- 
gram.” The “defenders” of the nation, it is urged, should 
now make the best of it and proceed to pick up the pieces. 

Well, what has been done should certainly give courage 
to the lovers of peace to concentrate on the next step. 
Some time ago, President Coolidge declared, “I, per- 
sonally, should favor entering into covenants for the pur- 
pose of outlawing agressive War by any practical means,” 
and he apparently accepted the dictum that the only alter- 
native to another world war is “‘a constructive foreign 
policy based on world co-operation instead of force.” 

The Commission on International Justice and Goodwill 
of the Federal Council of the Churches properly appeals 
to 150,000 Churches to share in a Memorial to the Presi- 
dent and Senate in accordance with this ringing declara- 
tion of the Executive Committee of the Council: “We 
pledge our ardent support to President Coolidge and Sec- 
retary Kellogg in any efforts, consonant with a proper con- 
sideration of the mutual interests of all the nations con-— 
cerned, to negotiate treaties which will secure the abolition 
of war and assure the peaceful settlement of all interna- 
tional disputes. We believe that the ending of war is one 
of the deepest demands of the American people.” 

Who can question the profound impression which would 
be made upon our law-makers, if millions of signatures 
are secured for this Memorial? Pastors and others in- 
terested may secure copies of the document and Memorial 
from the Federal Council, 105 East 22nd Street, New 
York City. A copy of this Memorial is printed elsewhere 
in this issue. It affords every congregation in the land 
an opportunity to register its desire and its will for peace. 

pe 


A CALL FOR TEAM-WORK 


The MEsseNGER has alluded on a number of occasions 
to the unfortunate trend, which has become decidedly 
more pronounced during recent years, to make the Church 
School a rival of the Church itself. The Religious Tele- 
Scope takes to task certain “Sunday School officials” whom 
it holds chiefly responsible for this state of affairs and 
thinks that this may be one explanation of the difficulty 
in having a reasonable attendance of Sunday School pu- 
pils at the services of the sanctuary. Certainly the atti- 
tude of Church School leaders is of great importance ; 
but so is also the attitude of pastor and Consistory, and 
we doubt not that the responsibility must be shared. 


The Telescope says pointedly: “When children are 
made to feel that the Sunday School is a detached service, 
a thing in itself, and that they have done their duty when 
the session of the Sunday School is over, it will be quite 
natural for them to don their wraps and hasten homeward, 
leaving a depleted house for the ministry of the Word. 
Occasionally have we heard some Sunday School enthusi- 
ast argue that the Sunday School is the big thing in the 
day’s or week’s services at God’s House, and thus con- 
sciously or unconsciously put a discount on other services. 
However, even a Sunday School enthusiast may need the 
spiritualizing influence of the worship hour as much as 
the pupils need it. It would be an unusual School that 
could take the place or supply the need of the worship ser- 
vice. We are yet old-fashioned enough to believe that 
worship should be the feature of the program of the local 
Church, around which all other services and activities 
should revolve.” = 


This is a subject which is not receiving enough serious 
attention, and it demands thorough study. Just the other 
day we heard of a Men’s Bible Class numbering consider- 
ably over 100, and with an average attendance of about 
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80, of whom not over 10 or 12 could be found with any 
regularity at either the morning or evening worship of the 
Church. Some may say that it is better to get these men 
out for Bible study for an hour on Sunday morning or 
afternoon, than not to get them out to the House of God 
at all, and it is likely that at least some of them would 
not attend Church services even if there were no Sunday 
School class. Our interest is chiefly, of course, in those 
who are using the Sunday School class as a substitute, 
and who feel no responsibility at all in helping to build 
up the morale of the Church. We are always glad to receive 
any constructive suggestions along this line and believe that 
the leaders of the Church should give much thought to it in 
the days lying immediately ahead. Is some sort of recon- 
struction necessary in the form of worship in the sanc- 
tuary, or is it the Church School that needs to be changed? 
Assuredly at some places today there is not enough “team- 


work” between the two. 
* OK Ox 


“BENEATH THE CROSS OF JESUS” 


It is natural that many of the most beautiful and in- 
spiring hymns of the Church should center around the 
cross of Jesus. It is not only through Lent and Holy 
Week that we lift our eyes to the cross, but all through 
the year we see Calvary in the glorious light of the Easter 
triumph. 

Our Memory Hymn for April, “Beneath the Cross of 
Jesus,’ has brought joy and comfort to millions of the 
followers of our Lord. These lovely lines, written by 
Elizabeth C. Clephane in 1868, are remarkable not only 
for their poetry, but for the spirit of pure devotion which 
irradiates them. The hymn, moreover, illustrates in a 
very fine way the place of Nature to express and to stir 
the affections of the heart in hymnal poetry. Here we 
see the Cross represented in various ways designed to 
bring comfort and peace to the restless spirit of man. 
Whatever the new complexities of life—and they are legion 
in our time—it is the hope of religion that we can master 
them if we keep our eyes fixed upon Jesus. 

As this hymn points out to us, it is in the shadow of 
His cross that we see the sunshine of His face. It is 
at Calvary that we are led to confess not only our own 
worthlessness, but the wonders of His glorious love, a 
love so patient and longsuffering that it will not let us 
go. We will, indeed, find our glory in the cross when 
we see it as the shadow of a mighty Rock within a weary 
land, the home of safety in the midst of a perilous wilder- 
ness, and a place of rest and peace unspeakable upon our 
pilgrim way. Everyone of us should be happy to make 
this hymn his personal confession of faith. 

ee Ag 


VIA CRUCIS VIA LUCIS 


The event that took place upon “a green hill far away, 
without the city wall,” upon that fateful Friday many cen- 
turies ago, was not only the culminating event in the 
career of Jesus the Christ, but was a happening of such 
profound significance and such outstanding consequence 
that it still towers and ever will tower o’er the wrecks 
of time. When St. Paul and the other Apostles went 
forth to proclaim the blessed news of salvation in Christ 
Jesus, what they invariably did was to preach “Christ 
crucified,” as St. Paul, writing to the Corinthians, said, 
“For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also 
received, how that Christ died for our sins, according to 
the Scriptures.” The Via Crucis is still the Via Lucis. 

The cross reveals Christ to man. “Thus it behooved 
the Christ to suffer.” It is in the light of the cross that 
we begin to see clearly Who the Christ was, and it was 
upon the cross that His life purpose was fully revealed. 
“The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister and give His life a ransom for many.” Nothing 
worthwhile that is ours, do we receive except through 
someone’s sacrifice. The higher the end to be achieved 
the greater must be the sacrifice, and human salvation 
necessitated the sacrificial death of the Son of Man. 

The cross reveals man to himself. “He was wounded 


for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities, 
the chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and with 
His stripes we are healed.’ Multitudes have had a first- 
hand experience of the transforming power of Christ’s 
death upon the cross. The sinning, the suffering, the sor- 
row-laden, the lonely and forsaken, ever and again have 
bowed at the foot of the cross and have heard there the 
message of the divine forgiveness, and there have found 
rest and comfort and peace. Self-centered lives have 
found release because upon the cross, as nowhere else, has 
been revealed to them the vision of a life wholly given 
for others. The cross brings to man the assurance of the 
forgiveness of sin and the quickening power of a new life 
and a clear and definite revelation of the height to which 
humanity in supreme love and loyalty may rise. 

The cross reveals God to man. Somehow it must for- 
ever remain true that “God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto Himself,” and in the light of the cross this 
is seen the more clearly. There are many theories of the 
atonement. All of them are man’s effort to explain that 
which will, perhaps, ever remain baffling and inexplicable. 
Perhaps one of the best definitions of the atonement is 
this: “The atonement is the work of God’s love in its 
bearing upon man’s sin.”’ Christ’s death upon the cross 
reveals, as nothing else can, God’s great heart of love, for 
God is love. The cross, as someone has very aptly said, 
was love's necessity. 


“See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down; 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 


Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 
—Henry I. STAR. 
pee 


LENT AND THE KINGDOM 


A slogan is always a valuable asset to any cause. The 
meaning of a great cause couched in a few words is what 
fires the orator and moves the reformer. In the French 
Revolution the slogan was “Liberty, Fraternity, and Equal- 
ity;’ from one hundred platforms in England, John Pym 
said, “No Bishop, no King;’’ in the American revolution 
we said, “Taxation without representation is tyranny,” 
and it was not long until every colonist from the New 
Hampshire hills to the pine and palmetto of the South 
was moved by it; in the Spanish-American war we said, 
“Remember the Maine,’ humanity’s cause is our cause; 
and in the late war we said, “Do your bit.” 

There is also a slogan in the teachings of Jesus. It was 
the theme of many a discourse, and unto it all His energies 
were bent. It is the phrase, “The Kingdom of God.” It 
is not a kingdom such as we see by a look into the history 
of the past. It is not another kingdom in the panorama 
of world kingdoms. Jesus lived in the balmy days of the 
Roman Empire, and it was not His intention to set up a 
political and a military machine to rival Rome. The 
aim of Jesus far transcended any idea of an earthly king- 
dom. According to the mind of Jesus, the Kingdom of 
God is nothing more than the will of God made sovereign 
in the heart and will. No armies and no navies are re- 
quired to enforce that rule, and wherever that rule pre- 
vails, peace and good will will be our common lot. 

In this season of Lent, we can do two things on behalf 
of the Kingdom. Lent will add emphasis to them. First, 
pray for the Kingdom. Jesus taught the disciples to pray, 
“Thy Kingdom Come.” Are we not impressed with the 
magnitude of that petition? Do we not feel that there 
is something in the Kingdom as abiding as time itself? 
Jesus does not deal with little things, only as they are 
subservient to greater things, and when we are asked to 
pray. for. the Kingdom, we know that its interests are 
particularized and localized in every heart. Then second, 
work for the Kingdom. This is a season of the year when 
the Church should busy herself in personal work. The 
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first chapter of the gospel of John must never drop out And about Eighty-thirty they who managed the Ex- 


of our processes. When we think of the multitudes who 
are not Christians, we know that personal work is all 
the more urgent. To gain accessions to the individual 
congregation by letter will conserve the interests of the 
Kingdom, but it will not make any impact on the world 
of the unsaved. During these days, may the evangelistic 
fervor and passion burn at white heat. —T. A. A. 
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The Parables of Safed the Sage 


THE PARABLE OF THE LOST COAT 


I was in the land of Tarshish, which is called Spain. 
And I visited the Alhambra which is the City of Granada. 
And I abode at the Washington Irving Hotel. And there 
were with me threescore of my countrymen and country- 
women. And it was said unto us, Tomorrow we shall 
breakfast at Eight, and leave the Hotel at Eight forty- 
five, and take a train which goeth at Nine-thirty unto 
Algeciras. And at Seven on the morning the servants 
pounded hard upon our doors, and again at Seven-thirty 
did they pound again, so that no man or woman should 


oversleep. And most us were ready for breakfast at 
Hight. 


pedition went about unto the rooms, and found one young 
lady of our Party still sleeping, and that being the third 
time she had been awakened, they were able with much 
Persuasion and some Assistance to get her out of bed 
and into her Clothes. 

And she came down stairs, and said, Where is my 
Coat? I had left my Coat somewhere, and I cannot find 
it. 

And the Servants and the Conductors and the Couriers 
and the Guides and the Interpreters ran hither and thither, 
unto the Lobby and the Lounge and the Dining Room 
and wherever they could suppose she had been the night 
before, looking for her coat, while the Whole Party waited. 

And they found it not. 

And someone asked her, Didst thou look in thy Closet? 

And she said, I never thought of that. 

And someone ran unto her Room and looked in her 
closet, and there it was. 

Now albeit that may have been the one time on all the 
trip that anything of hers was in the place where it ought 
to have been, yet it was worth while looking there. 

And I have discovered that in many quests for the 
truth, people miss and mislay and misapply it, because 
they do not look in the obviously right place. 

For thus it is written of the Word of the holy Prophets 
that Truth is not in Heaven and above our reach nor in 
the Depths where we may not descend to discover it 


but very nigh us. And many people miss it by not look- 
ing in the nearer places, 


PASSION WEEK MESSAGES 


THE WONDROUS CROSS 


Elmer S. Noll, D. D. 


With intensity of vision the Chureh, at 
this time, is contemplating the Saviour’s 
passion. : 

The cross, on which the Prince of Glory 
died, is wondrous indeed, because it stands 
for the principle of life by death, of sal- 
vation by sacrifice. It is a truth of the 
spirit world lying beyond the ordinary 
language of man, because beyond all the 
ordinary ideas of men; but its range is 
none the less through all worlds and all 
life, physical and moral, social and re- 
ligious. 

Jesus points out its working, therefore, 
first of all in the physical world. ‘‘ Verily, 
verily I say unto you, except a grain of 
wheat fall into the ground and die, it abid- 
eth alone; but if it die it bringeth forth 
much fruit.’’ 

Life germs in the seed, but no life power 
emerges except by burial—death setting 
free the captive and the seed. Then-re- 
peating itself a hundredfold in the ear, 
Here then, was the great law of life assist- 
ing itself in every harvest field since the 
world began; yea, in every part of God’s 
universe, if men’s eyes had only been 
opened to see it. 

So, also, in the spiritual world the law 
holds equally good, ‘‘He that loves his life 
loses it; he that hates his life in this world 
keeps it unto life eternal.’’ No spiritual 
life except through a death unto sin. No 
new man but by burial of the old. No por- 
tion in the next world but by renunciation 
of this. No blessedness but through suffer- 
ing. No sanctification but by self-denial. 
No salvation but by sacrifice. No life ex- 
cept by death. 

It was a law to which Jesus saw even 
His own life to be subject. Therefore, 
‘<Tf He would save others,’’ ‘‘ Himself 
He could not save.’’ So long as He re- 
mained upon the earth the spiritual life in 


Him existed only in its germs. 


By His 
death and burial, that life would not only 
renew itself in Him; it would also multiply 
itself infinitely in the great spiritual har- 
vest of the world. 

This wondrous cross presents to us, also, 
the universal law in the most attractive 
of all forms—namely, that of personal 
love. The sacrifice of the cross was a con- 
scious, willing self-sacrifice. Here was a 
Man at last come into the world, who 


would offer to God the truest and costliest 
of all sacrifices—the offering of a holy life, 
the complete surrender of His will, the 


. Spiritual sacrifice of Himself to God, body, 


soul and spirit, a Man who would resist all 
temptations and deny Himself every wun- 
lawful indulgence; a Man who would dare 
to teach God’s will to a hostile world and 
suffer for it;.a Man who would Himself 


obey that will even to the point of death, 
and that the death of the cross. 

We look at the scene of crucifixion 
with the eyes of men then and now. Then 
it seems only a scene of shame and pain; 
the failure of a misguided enthusiast, a 
blasphemous imposter. It would eall out 
for Him only the contempt of mankind, or, 
at best, their pity. Yet within a few days 
this Crucified Man was declared with power 
to be the Son of God—the Son of God 
offering Himself in sacrifice for the sin of 
a guilty world. His cross was seen to be 
no longer the emblem of human wickedness 
and hatred merely, but of Divine love. 
From a pillory of shame it was transform- 
ed into a very throne of glory. Higher 
and higher it has lifted the Crucified before 
the eyes of men, until now they kneel 
lowly before Him in gratitude and adora- 
tion, 

Is there any other influence over human 
souls like this, of divine self-sacrifice for 
their sakes? Let us believe in the power 
of the cross, Let us submit to it as we have 
never done before. We are still too far 
from Christ. Let us ask Him with all our 


_ hearts to draw us nearer—nearer in faith, 


nearer in love, nearer in likeness to Him. 


When I survey the wondrous Cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 


Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
_ That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all! 
Schuylkill Haven, Pa. 


THE WONDROUS CROSS 
Addison H. Groff — 


Christians have good times, but Chris- 
tianity is not a pienic. Christians build 
schools, paint Madonnas, erect legislative 


MarcH 22, 1928. 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


halls, and promote culture, but Christianity 
is not book-learning, nor is it art, nor 
government, nor civilization. Christianity 
was born when the shadow of a cross arose 
upon a lonely hill, and the Son of God was 
nailed for our advantage there. And Chris- 
tianity will die when that cross is lost to 
view by those who call themselves Chris- 
tians. And when Christianity dies, good 
times, schools, art, free institutions, civil- 
ization itself, will die with it. 

In Passion Week we do well to pray: 
‘<Jesus, keep me near the Cross.’’ The 
shadow of the Cross is forever gone. Light, 
radiant and quenchless, beams forth from 
it, and in its splendor there is healing for 
the souls of men. 

I. Thus it is with our doubts. In the 
light of the cross doubts cannot endure. 
Intellectual squabblings, verbal wars, philo- 
sophical, cold-blooded analyses, are shown 
up for the futile things they are in the 
blaze that shines from the cross. Doubt- 
ers and Calvary are strangers. Paul gloried 
in the cross. His voice was a trumpet call. 
Even Caesar heard it and trembled. Now 
imperious Caesar is dead and turned to 
clay. But Paul still bestrides the world 
like a Colossus. His voice still rings with 
a note of triumphant certainty. They who 
watch in love by the cross will stand be- 
lieving by an empty tomb. 

Il. Thus it is with our differences. In 
the glowing fire of the cross all differences 
disappear. You and I have a quarrel. Will 
we quarrel before the cross? Even Herod 
and Pilate made up their quarrel when 
Jesus was to be sacrificed to their politi- 
eal ambition. Shall His friends divide 
when His enemies unite? 

Nations disagree. Will men kill their 
brothers for whom Christ died? They can 
do so only when they hang the thick cur- 
tain of their hate over the flaming cross of 
love and in the midnight of their own de- 
vices reveal that their kiss was a traitor’s 
kiss. None of us is guiltless. Let us 
voice the sense of tragedy that after 1900 
years we cannot come close enough to the 
eross to let its flame burn out our baser 
selves. 

Within the soul, also, there is a fierce 
battle on. I am at war with myself. The 
upward-looking half of my soul cannot 
live at peace with the downward-pulling 
half. The thing I would do I do not, and 
the thing I hate, I find myself doing. Who 
shall deliver me? This soul-war ended for 
Paul on the Damacus road, when the cross 
lost its shadows and became for him the 
meaning of life and history. Are you at 
war with yourself? Victory is yours at 


the cross. 

III. Thus it is with our sorrows. Be- 
hold He cometh! He is walking the Via 
Dolorosa. Your sorrow and my sorrow 


are heavy upon us, but somehow in that 
scene they dare not show themselves. They 
are swallowed up in the depths of the 
boundless love of God. 

IV. And thus it is with our sins. The 
cross comes, sin goes. Do we have the 
courage to confess this creed: ‘‘I see the 
world with all its hate, cruelty, malice, 
vice, corruption, intrigue, greed, and im- 
morality—and I believe that the Cross of 
Jesus can outshine all this seemingly im- 
penetrable darkness.’’? Can we so believe? 
Surrounded by the glory of the cross we 
answer a triumphant: ‘‘I believe,’’ and 
an humble, ‘‘Help Thou mine unbelief.’’ 

Our sins oppress us, cripple us, sadden 
us, weigh us down. The voice from the 
cross lifts us up: ‘‘Son, thy sins be for- 
given thee. Go thy way, and sin no more.’’ 


Quarryville, Pa. 


HIS SUFFERING THEN—OUR SIN 
TODAY 


Henderson L. V. Shinn 


He suffered! To reveal unto the world 
the Father He knew, and by revealing Him 
do His will, meant to incur the enmity of 
the world and pay an awful price for doing 
it. It meant the cross. 


How differs our situation in the world 
today fiom His situation in the world 
then? Not a whit. Whoever says, ‘‘ Father, 
Thy will be done,’’ and sincerely under- 
takes to translate his prayer into life; 
whoever lays bare religious insincerity and 
indifference, makes bold to attack religious 
formalism, empty tradition and veneer; 
whoever is unwilling to be bought with the 
price attractively offered; whoever under- 
takes to walk in His way today, will begin 
to understand His passion and suffering in 
that day. Certain refinements of society 
and a measure of spiritual progress that 
we have made may prevent him from hang- 
ing on the crude gibbet of Calvary, but he 
will bear the cross and suffer its agony 
very truly. 

Seriously contemplating this fact, our 
sins of omission become evident and eall 
loudly for repentance. 

We need to repent of the sin of serving 
the Lord only when it is convenient. 
“* First things first’? seldom means that the 
Lord’s work shall be first. General laxity 
and the disposition to serve the Lord at a 
convenient time mark too many of our con- 
fessions with a shameful insincerity. Our 
readiness to spend time, energy and money 
for the delightful things of the world, and 
spend for His kingdom when it is con- 
venient, smells to heaven. Burdensome 
debts of Church boards and a waning in- 
terest in religious worship are seemingly 
our greatest problem. They are not our 
problem. Our problem is the lack of a 
sacrificial life. May the prayerful contem- 
plation of His sufferings lead us to repent. 

We need to repent of the sin of fearing 
to do His will lest we give offense. When 
Paul and Silas were arraigned before the 
rules of Thessalonica, their accusers said, 
““These upsetters of the world have come 
here, too!’’ Just what are we upsetting 
today? We actually fear to turn a hair’s 


breadth out of the accustomed rut lest we 
offend the complacent-minded, the cultured 


selfish, or the flagrant wrong-doers of the 
world. Our lot is to offend if doing His 
will must cause offense. Truly we must bs 
all things to all men in the hope that we 


may save some, Common sense, tact, grace 
and patience are taken for granted. But 
to guide our course of life so as not to 
offend, is to make a sorry mess of it. It is 
a sin. .The Son of Man offended and con- 
tinued to offend until the cross delivered 
Him. May we repent and walk in His 
way. 


Indianapolis, Ind. 


AT MARAH AND AT CALVARY 


S. C. Hoover 

The memorable journey of Israel from 
the bondage of Egypt to the freedom of 
Canaan was still in its early stages when 
it was discovered that this venture was not 
to be without its hardships and trials. For 
three days they t:avelled without water. 
Then Marah came into view, but the 
waters were hitter and they could not 
drink of it. In desperation they cried, 
through their leader, to Jehovah. In an- 
swer, it is recorded, Jehovah ‘‘showed him 
a tree, and he cast it into the waters, and 
the waters were made sweet.’’ There also 
Jehovah established an ordinance with 
them which clearly declared: His desire to 
overshadow them with His love and pro- 
tecting care. 

All that transpired at Marah is but a 
foregleam of that greater exhibition of 
Divine Love which we view from a dis- 
tance at Calvary. Man has never travelled 
far on his journey through the years allot- 
ted to his earthly pilgrimage towards a 


spiritual Canaan before he comes upon 
waters that are bitter. There is bitterness 
in pain and suffering, in defeat and 


so:row—above all, in the consciousness of 
sin. Few indeed are they, and callous to 
all that is spiritually fine and beautiful, 
who have not shared the experience of 
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Paul which moved him to write, ‘‘the good 
which I would I do not: but the evil which 
I would not, that I practice... . Wretched 
man that I am! who shall deliver me?’’ 
In that hour, blessed is he also who sees 
God pointing to a tree for the healing of 
the waters. Here on Calvary is the divine- 
ly ordained tree which is to be brought 
into hearts where the guilt of sin is ex- 
eeedingly bitter. Here is the all sufficing 
agent through which a Father, whose heart 
is compassion, proclaims His unfailing care 
and forgiving love to the end of time. 
Harrisburg, Pa. 


**GOD’S CUP’’ 
Harry D. Althouse 


In the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus 
passed through one of the most critical ex- 
periences of His life. We see Him suffer- 
ing great agony of mind and of soul. Luke 
tells us that He sweated diops of blood. 
Three times in the intensity of His feel- 
ing He walked between the place of prayer 
and the three beloved, but sleeping disci- 
ples. Three times He cried out, ‘‘ Father, 
if it be possible, take this cup from me; 
nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou 
wilt.’’ 

What was the cause of the extreme 
agony we witness in the Garden? Jesus 
was no doubt distressed on account of the 
treacherous conduct of Judas. The shame 
and disgrace of being betrayed by one of His 
own companions weighed heavily upon His 
heart. Jesus may also have dreaded the 
physical sufferings of crucifixion. Death 
by erucifixion was cruel and horrible. But 
neither the betrayal of Jesus nor the suffer- 
ings of crucifixion give an adequate ex- 
planation of the agony of Jesus. 


The distress of Jesus was the distress of 
a Saviour—of one who was to be a Saviour 
not only in name, but also by experience. 
Jesus sought to bring men into closer re- 
lationship with God. The supreme passion 
of His life was to see the world peopled 
with men and women who were filled with 
the spirit of the Kingdom. But He found 
men unwilling to put away their sins, un- 
willing to love one another and bear one 
another’s burdens. He had come to save 
men from their sins, to rule over their 
hearts, but they rejected Him. ‘‘He was 
despised and rejected of men.’’ The dis- 
tress of Jesus then was over men who 
would not repent, over men who would not 
love, over men who cried on the mountain 
top, ‘‘Let us build here three tabernacles,’’ 
but who fell asleep in the valley. Jesus 
was entering upon'a unique experience. He 
was beginning to feel as God Himself feels 
about the hard-heartedness and sinfulness 
of men, In the cross we have a complete 
revelation of how the divine heart suffers 
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because of human sin. It was this ex- 
perience that Jesus dreaded; this was the 
cup that He asked God to withdraw. 

The cup was not withdrawn. Jesus drank 
it to the last bitter dregs. ‘‘For our sake 
and for our salvation He endured the 
cross.’’? The power of the cross humiliates 
us and brings us to our knees in repent- 
ance. The cross unites man and God. The 
significance of the cup rests in this faet— 


the cross was in the cup. 


STILL THE CROSS 


Calvary is a continent 
Today. America 

Is but a vast and terrible 
New Golgotha. 


The Legion (not of Rome today) 
Jests. The Beatitudes 

Are called by our new Pharisees 
Sweet platitudes. 


We tear the seamless robe of love 
With great guns’ lightning-jets; 
We set upon Christ’s head a crown 
Of bayonets. 


‘“Give us Barabbas!’’ So they cried 
Once in Jerusalem: 

In Alcatraz and Leavenworth 

We copy them. 


With pageant and with soldiers still 
We march to Golgotha 

And crucify Him still upon 

A cross of war. 


O blasphemous and blind! shall we 
Reioice at Eastertide 

When Christ is risen but to be 
Recrucified? 


—E. Merrill Root. 


God offers a cup to every person, It is 
the cup of sonship, of discipleship, of life, 
of love. Sometimes the cup overflows with 
joy, sometimes it is filled with trial, and 
pain, and tears— the tears of Gethsemane. 
There are times when we would grasp it 
eagerly, times when we hesitate and trem- 
ble with fear. Do we hesitate to take the 
cup? In the great crisis of His life Jesus 
went to God in prayer. He accepted God’s 
will for Himself and trusted the future to 
God. God gave Him strength to meet the 
hour. If we go to God in prayer, God will 
uphold and strengthen us in the hours of 
crisis. No.matter what we are called upon 
to do or bear, God will be our guide and our 
fortress. Let us put our trust in Him. 
Let us accept the cup and drink it to the 
last drop. Let us so give ourselves to the 


-brethren, 


Christ that He may be able to again give 
Himself through us. 
Shippensburg, Pa. 


LAYING DOWN ONE’S LIFE 
John W. Myers 

One may lay down his life in many dif- 
ferent ways. Some people merely live, 
not knowing the purpose of their lives, 
while others have great life purposes and 
every day they try to accomplish more of 
their objectives as they diligently and 
faithfully give all of their strength and 
all of their lives toward the fulfillment 
of that great purpose. 

In somewhat this fashion Jesus came 
into the world with a great life purpose. 
Being the Son of God, and, at the same 
time, a. real man, He had a unique mis- 
sion. He laid down His life on the altar 
of service daily while He taught, healed, 
and preached; and finally He made the 
supreme sacrifice by giving His life as 
ransom for all mankind. He spent Him- 
self for mankind in loving deeds but also 
literally poured out His life for all. He 
suffered for us, leaving an example that 
we ought to lay down our lives for the 
In that suffering He showed 
the love of God thé Father, because: 

First—One cannot enjoy the best with- 
out suffering. Suffering is used by the 
vinedresser to remove superfluous 
branches; after the pruning the crop is 
better; springtime means more after a 
severe winter. So suffering draws a real 
Christian nearer to God. It is Christlike 
to suffer patiently. 

Second—God’s love was shown by Jesus 
suffering and dying for all. This shows 
the bigness of God’s love. Jesus loved 
the rich young ruler, even after the lat- 
ter turned his back on Him. God loves 
all men. Easter shows that. Jesus, on 
the cross, proves it. 

Third—God’s love is shown by the suf- 
fering of Christ because that passion put 
all mankind on the same plane. All may 
come; high or low, rich or poor, cultured 
or crude. God does not measure us by our 
accomplishments in Christian living, but 
by our ideals and what is in our hearts. 
He told David, ‘‘ Whereas it was in thine 
heart to build a house unto My name, thou 
didst well that it was in thy heart.’’? Even 
though we may not have attained, if we 
have nobly planned we have pleased God. 

Fourth—God honors us by giving us the 
chance to make the decision. We lay our 
lives down willingly if it is done. He 
says, ‘‘Come unto me,’’ ‘‘ Whosoever will 
may come.’’ By His great love He volun- 
tarily gave His best, His Son, so that we 
could obtain life. This is the supreme 
example of love. 


Charlotte, N. C. 


The Preacher in the Scotch Religious Service 


The Scotch religious service is always 
simple and straight-forward. There is little 
symbolism, and no overmastering regard 
paid directly to beauty. The worshipper is 
never in danger of the fatuity pointed out 
by Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr of substituting 
beauty—beauty of ritual, beauty of win- 
dow and nave and choir—for righteousness. 
Indeed, though I have occupied the pulpits 
of more than a seore of Churches up and 
down the east coast of Seotland, from 
Dundee to Berwick-on-Tweed, and have 
spent these last months since the middle 
of November in Ayrshire, on the west 
coast, I can recollect seeing very few 
beautiful Church interiors. A severe sim- 
plicity and concentration of all architec- 
tural lines on the pulpit have marked al- 


most every one of the Churches I have 


seen, 


JOHN B. NOSS 


The Church I happen to be serving tem- 
porarily is typical. It is ecruci-form, or 
rather, T-shaped. The pulpit faces the 
nave (if one may provisionally use cathe- 
dral language for a building of modest pre- 
tensions), and is placed exactly between 
the transepts. Above ‘‘nave’’ and ‘‘trans- 
epts,’’? and completely roofing them over, 
are deep galleries. The pastor of the 
Church, in one of the final conversations I 
had with him before his departure to an- 
other latitude, quaintly referred to the six 
almost self-contained sections thus formed 
(those sitting far back in any section can- 
not see into the others) as the ‘‘six sleep- 
ing compartments of my Church.’’ 

The pulpit stands high, exactly like the 


_pulpits in many of the older country 
Churches in Pennsylvania. 


nia, The preacher 
ascends, perhaps a dozen steps, and does 


not come down until he has said all his 
say. 

The Church, in fact, is planned with ex- 
actly this end in view. The preacher, it is 
assumed, has something to say, and the 
most important thing in the Church ser- 
vice is that he should say it, say it with 
boldness and say it with moral earnest- 
ness. 

But let me set forth the duties of the 
eee: in the Scotch religious service. 

or simplicity’s sake, let me describe such 
a service as I undertake every Sunday 
morning. The preacher seeks the quiet of 
the vestry (before the service). A cheer- 


ful fire of coals is burning in the grate. 


The pulpit Bible and hymn-book lie upon 


ry} 


the small table in the center of the room. 


He sits meditating in the chair by the fire. 
No one disturbs him: it is a sacred 
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moment, dedicated to prayer and conse- 
eration. As the time for entry into the 
Church draws near, he rises and ties under 
his reveised collar white linen bands, ob- 
long in shape and about four inches long. 
Then he dons the full-flowing academic 
gown. 

The organ has begun to sound the open- 
ing veluntary. At once the beadle knocks 
and enters. He takes up the Bible and 
hymn-book, and carries them through the 
door at the foot of the pulpit steps. He 
climbs slowly into the pulpit, reverently 
places the Bible on the desk, with the 
hymn-book beside it, and descends to the 
door. He waits at one side, holding the 
door wide. The preacher enters and as- 
cends. He bows in his seat in silent prayer, 

The voluntary ends. He calls out the 
opening Psalm. It is a Psalm in verse, 
set to an old Scotch Psalm-tune. The 
audience rises to sing it, with fervor, from 
the heart. These old Psalms, with the 
tunes inseparable from them, are loved by 
young and old; and I have learned to love 
them, too. The Psalter surely is not in 
need of exposition to a Scotch congrega- 
tion. 

The opening prayer follows. The con- 
gregation sits bowed under it; and at its 
conclusion raises a meek face. 

More than half the Sunday School is 
present; so the service here departs from 
the normal order of things. After the an- 
nouncements (‘‘intimations,’’ the Scotch 
call them), the deacons take up the collec- 
tion. The Scotch are nothing if not prac- 
tical; and it is best to have these matters 
done with, so that the way to the sermon 
may be well cleared; and besides, the chil- 
dren will soon be going out: are they not 
to give in their penny? 

The audience now rises to the children’s 
hymn. The children have come for a story; 
and at this point it is told, with the due 


We know much of the world in which 
we live and of which we are a part. But 
much more we don’t know. However, it is 
dawning upon us ever more clearly that 
our world is a going. world. Nothing is 
stationary, everything is on the move. 

Years ago we divided the stars of the 
firmament into two classes, fixed stars and 
planets. The planets were travelling stars 
and the fixed stars were stationary. 
Latterly we have learned that all the 
heavenly bodies are in motion. Even ‘‘the 
sun do move;’’ not, however, afound the 
earth as some persons even yet vainly 
imagine. But sun, moon and stars are 
continually on the go, moving in an or- 
derly manner throughout the universe. It 
is a going world. ; 

The earth is going all the time, revolving 
on its axis, giving us morning and evening, 
night and day, and rolling around the sun 
giving us spring and summer, autumn and 
winter. It never stops going. If it were 


to do so I don’t know what would happen. 


But I fear it would not be healthy for the 
children of men. 

Man himself is a going being. His heart 
keeps running day and night and his lungs 
continue in operation all the time. Both 
organs are marvellous members of his 
body. They never sleep. The heart keeps 
on pumping the blood throughout the body 
and the lungs keep on purifying the blood. 
If either member were to cease its opera- 
tion man would cease going. His earthly 
career would come to a sudden end. But 
the marching of his life keeps on going, 

His mind never stops. He is always per- 
ceiving, imagining, thinking, reasoning, 
willing, acting. From the time he opens 
his eyes in the morning to the time he 
closes them in the evening his mind is 


preface of text and exposition. They are 
good listeners. As they retire during the 
hymn that follows, the superintendent of 
the Sunday School, who takes his stand in 
the vestibule for the purpose, marks them 
for attendance. Next Christmas the most 
faithful will receive a prize. 

The Scripture reading ensues, followed 
by a prayer (in Scotland, as with us, all 
too wittily, called a ‘‘long’’) and a hymn. 

The climax of the service has come. 
Preacher and people together enter the 
sermon and struggle with the spiritual 
issues of it. After it come the last hymn 
and the benediction. 

I would like to say one or two things 
about all this. Counter-currents to the 
contrary notwithstanding (and in these 
days of inereased attention given to 
liturgy and symbol, these currents are set- 
ting in more strongly), the sermon’s the 
thing. The Scotch come to Church to be 
morally challenged. It is not in their 
nature to be softened by beauty, to be 
wrought upon for good by ritual. Their 
great passion is ethics. 

True; they like the quotation of poetry 
in a sermon (and nowhere is this more 
aptly done than in Seotland); and they 
want their ministers to be students and 
ready users of the classics of literature. 
But quotations must have a moral bearing, 
must pose the issues of conduct and char- 
acter and conscience. It is by this eriter- 
ion that the popularity of Robert Burns 
must be gauged.’ Burns was not a nature 
poet. The drama of human life—its joys, 
its struggles, its loves, its passions, its 
moral hazards—these are what appear in 
the verse of Burns. The pathos and the 
tragedy of his own story, with its weak 
yielding to temptation against better judg- 
ment—there’s the point: it was against 
better judgment—appeals irresistibly to 
the moral sense and sympathy of the 
Seotch people. Burns represents to the life 


A Going World 


A. E, TRUXAL, D. D. 


operating in one way or another. And it 
keeps on going during the hours of his 
sleep. It runs low without a regulator. 
It runs wild, but it runs. If it were to 
cease absolutely he would never waken 
up. Man is a going being. Every day he 
sees new things, hears new things, meets 
new dangers, new temptations, new prob- 
lems and undergoes new experiences. He 
never remains the same, Every day he is 
different from what he was the day before. 
Whether he wills or not he keeps on going. 
What will the end be? 

Mankind as a whole is a going world. 
When, where and how God created man 
originally we do not know. All first be- 
ginnings, as well as ultimate endings, are 
shrouded in mystery. The prehistoric ages 
are so thickly covered up that no light we 
now possess can penetrate them. And the 
earliest historical periods contain many 
uncertainties. It seems very clear that 
mankind passed from low, barbarous to 
semi-barbarous, to half-civilized and to 
civilized conditions. But this has been a 
slow process. Long periods of time were 
required. We speak of civilized conditions, 
but are there any civilized nations today? 
True civilization will prevail only when 
the principles of the Gospel will be domi- 
nant in society, when the spirit of Jesus 
Christ will be the governing power among 
men. That condition seems to be far in 
the future. Much progress was made in 
the past, much is yet to be made. The ac- 
complishments of the past are an earnest 
and guarantee of future accomplishments. 
The process is going on, slowly, irregularly. 
Nations rise, flourish, perish. Mankind is 
going, suffering and falling, rising and con- 
quering, experiencing and learning. Pro- 
gress is made, but the end is not reached. 


the naked soul of man struggling in its 
human situation. There is enough of the 
unregenerate man in every Scot to enable 
him to relish the elements of Burns’s 
poetry, which give cry to the antinomian 
ism of the passions; but the real point of 
attraction is that Burns was a good mam 


‘of genius, strongly drawn to everything 


fine and noble, whose feet, in spite of him- 
self, slipped badly and brought him down 
into the mire. There were most noble 
moral qualities in him, and he was full of 
an utterly lovable fellow-feeling. The 
Scotch rally to him because he is the poet 
of democracy, the strong voice of the lower 
ranks of society, reaching up after liberty 
and better things. 

There is also matter worthy of note in 
this: every pew in the Scoteh Churches has. 
its narrow, desk-like ledge, on which lie 
hymn-books and Bibles side by side; as 
the service proceeds Bibles as well as 
hymn-books are brought into use. The 
Scripture lesson is followed both with the 
ear and with the eye crossing the opened 
page. The sermon begins with the calling 
out of the text and the rustling of turning 
leaves. I am old-fashioned enough to feel 
a warmth about my heart at this. Even 
the eight-year-old child can find Ruth or 
Obadiah. With this familiarity with the 
Good Book there arises the sense of owner- 
ship and participation. The Word of God 
is appropriated by this act and this feel- 
ing, as well as by diligent study and un- 
derstanding. It may be true that the Bible 
is not as much read in Scotland as it once 
was; but that it is still ‘‘the land of the 
Book,’’ as America is not, who can doubt? 

Is there one worshipper in a hundred im 
our Pennsylvania Churches who can turn 
open the Bible and instantly, without any 
aimless fumbling backward and forward 
through the pages, find Habakkuk? 

Gargill Manse, 

Maybole, Scotland. 


Will it ever be reached? 

Mankind is continually moving forward 
in knowledge. Sometimes more rapidly 
than at other times. There are ten times 
as many sciences as there were years ago. 
All subjects are studied scientifically. 
The children of men are learning more and 
more as the years come and go. Some- 
times they think that final knowledge has 
been reached on some subject. But always 
they are mistaken. More is learned after- 
wards. There is no end to learning. It 
keeps on going. 

This is as true of religion as of every- 
thing else. Men view and know religion 
as a whole and Christianity in particular 
today as they did not in preceding ages. 
On these subjects men are loath to change 
their views and conceptions. They are dis- 
posed to fight against changes. The Re- 
formers of the sixteenth century were 
bitterly opposed and persecuted. Progress 
must always struggle and fight in order to 
succeed. The majority of persons are in- 
clined to hold fast to past positions. But 
knowledge moves forward in spite of al? 
opposition. Mankind is a going world. 

The refusal to move forward with in- 
creasing’ knowledge results among other 
things in the maintenance of superstitions. 
Heathenism abounds in superstitions, Many 
superstitions are preserved in the Ortho- 
dox and Roman Churches. They are not 
wanting in Protestantism. Such will al- 
ways be the case as long as men and 
women believe that things have become 
fixed and stationary in the past. Errors: 
and superstitions will be left behind only 
as fast as men become fully conscious that 
they are living in a going world; and are 
willing to follow in the wake of new ex- 
perience, new knowledge and new light.. 
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The Teaching and the Teacher 


Recently, a well-educated gentleman, 
while discussing Christ and His teachings, 
said, ‘‘I am not very much interested in 
Jesus as a personality, but I am greatly 
interested in His teachings. His teach- 
ings are the important part of his life’s 
work, and are the main thing in the de- 
velopment of life and character and the 
establishing of world peace and brother- 
hood.’’ 


If this declaration had come from a re- 
sponsible religious educator, his attitude 
of mind and basie psychology would have 
been easily understood. But it did not. 
It came from a man who had given much 
thought to truth as the determining factor 
in individual and natural conduct. He was 
a representative of that type of men and 
women—of whom there are many—who be- 
lieve sincerely in the truth of Christ’s 
teachings as fundamental in developing 
the right character building and estab- 
lishing world peace and order, but separate 
Christ from His teachings. Jesus is con- 
eeded to be the Master Teacher, but the 
association of the spirit and personality of 
Jesus with His teachings is considered of 
no importance whatever, other than mere 
informational knowledge. 

This tendency, which is becoming more 
pronounced, of separating Christ from His 
teachings is destructive of the very ob- 
jective of this type of thinking, for in the 
teachings of Jesus the Teacher cannot be 
set aside as of minor importance. In John 
6:63, Jesus makes a significant statement, 
“‘the words that I speak unto you, they 
are spirit and they are life.’’ Jesus makes 
it very plain that there is a vast difference 
between His words and the words of 
others. And there is. His words are not 
simply the enunciation of profound and 
abiding truths. They are words which are 
inseparably bound with faith, hope, love 
and life. Not ordinary faith, hope, love 
and life, but a faith, hope, love and life 
which are fixed upon and centered in God: 
—the intelligent, directive, purposeful, cre- 
ative spirit of the universe. Hence the 
words of Jesus have spirit and life, be- 
cause they are part of His creative, direc- 
tive, purposeful spirit, and His words have 
life and spirit only as they are used in 
eonjunction with His life and spirit as 
revealed in Jesus Christ. Without the 
spirit and life of Jesus entering into the 
teachings of Jesus, His teachings will have 
only a relative and temporary value. 


The person of Jesus must go hand in 
hand with His teachings. 
The preachers of the Apostolie Church 


By “Now and Then” 


did not dwell on the teachings of Jesus. 
It is remarkable how little is said of the 
teachings of Jesus in the Acts and the 
Epistles. They did dwell, however, most 
emphatically on the person and life of 
Jesus. The dominant themes of their 
preaching were a crucified Christ, a risen 
Christ, a reigning Christ, who was Lord or 
Master of all things. 

St. Paul’s greatest theme for preaching 
was the resurrection of Jesus:—a living 
Christ. 

Whatever teachings of Jesus were used 
by Paul, he illuminated and made vital by 
relating them to the person of Jesus. 
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A VIRILE CHRIST 


Give us a virile Christ for these 
rough days! 

You painters, sculptors, 
warrior bold 

And you who turn mere words to 
gleaming gold, 

Too long your lips have sounded in 
the praise 

Of patience and humility. Our ways 

Have parted from the quietude of 

: old; 

We need a man of strength with us 
to hold 

The very breach of Death without 
amaze. 

Did He not scourge from temple 
courts the thieves? 

And make the arch-fiend’s self again 


show the 


to fall? 

And blast the fig-tree that was only 
leaves? 

And still the raging tumult of the 
sea? 

Did He not bear the greatest pain of 
all, 

Silent, upon the cross on Calvary? 


—Rex Boundy. 


The teachings of Jesus become of value 
only as they are directly related to Christ. 
In preaching, and in religious education, 
the more intimately Jesus is associated 
with that teaching, the more fruitful it 


will become. The tendency in much of our 
religious education curricula to emphasize 
the moral, ethical and spiritual teachings 
of Jesus and subordinate the vital relation- 
ship of the personality of Jesus with such 
teachings, is to help defeat the one chief 
objective of religious education:—to have 


the child and youth to love and revere God 
and Jesus as Lord and Saviour. 

In world relationships also, this sever- 
ance of the teaching from the teacher is 
fraught with grave dangers. 

The belief that world peace and order 
can be secured by the simple method of all 
following the teachings of Jesus without 
being inspired by His life and by spiritual 
devotion to Him is fallacious. 

Jesus must be more than obeyed. He 
must be Lord and Saviour to all peoples 
and all nations. Not only ‘‘the way’? and 
‘“‘the truth,’’ but ‘‘the life.’’ His life 
must be in the life of all, and His life 
cannot be in the life of all when His 
teachings only are taken. 

The teachings of Jesus are more than 
teachings, because they embrace divine 
faith, hope and love—the faith, hope and 
love of Jesus that caused men to say, ‘‘ this 
is none other than the Son of God.’’ 

The teaching of the teachings of Jesus, 
which does not inspire a great faith and 
hope in God’s good-will toward man, and 
create a love for God and a desire to do 
His will, will be fruitless. The teachings 
of Jesus to be fruitful must embrace a per- 
sonal relationship with and appreciation 
of Jesus as a crucified, risen, reigning Lord 
and Saviour. 

In the account of the healing of the 
woman, who had an issue of blood for 
twelve years, we have a most illuminating 
example of the results of separating the 
teachings from the Teacher. 

When the woman touched the hem of 
His garments, Jesus paused and _ said, 
‘“Who touched Me, for I perceive strength 
has gone out of Me.’’ His disciples were 
amazed, for in that hurrying crowd sur- 
rounding Jesus they knew many had 
touched Him as they rushed by, and how 
could they tell who it was. 


True, indeed, but many had touched Him 
without faith or purpose. Touched Him 
accidentally. Touched Him in the rush of 
life, as many do today. But the woman 
touched Jesus in faith and with a purpose 
—and strength went from Him. 


Hence in our teaching of the teachings of 
Jesus, they must be taught with faith in 
His divine power and with a purpose. We 
must touch Him if we expect strength to 
go out from Him. 


To expect individual righteousness or 
world peace and order to be fruitful we 
must touch Him in faith, hope and love, 
even though it be only the hem of His 
garment. No strength can go forth from 
Jesus until we do touch Him. 


Meeting the Problems of the Church of the Open Country 


THE REV. ELMER E. LEIPHART, TH.M., Pastor, Pleasantville Church, Eureka, Penna. 


In this age we sometimes hear of the 
passing of the Church of the open country. 
True, in some communities, modern life 
has made the problems of the country 
Church acute and complex. About a gen- 
eration ago the rural Church was the natu- 
ral social center. But with the advent of 
modern means of communication and trans- 
portation all this has been changed. Then 
it was easy to get country people to come 
to Chureh. Only an interesting program 
and adequate announcementwas necessary. 
With a large representative congregation 
generally present, it was easy to inculeate 
4 God consciousness and to elicit love and 
service. It was comparatively easy to get 
people to participate in the inadequate 
Ghureh program of that age. But today 
the Chureh of the open country faces seri- 
ous and complex problems. How. shall we 


meet them? We believe the secret of meet- 
ing the problems of the country Church 
rests upon adaptation to conditions, and 
the use of all the resources at the 
Church’s disposal. When the Church of 
the open country has a field there is no 
reason why it should not be growing, and 
be constructively making its contribution 
to the Kingdom of God. 

In this requested brief article we can 
refer to only a few of the essentials in 
meeting the problems of the country 
Chureh. These have come out of our own 
experience and have been tried with some 
degree of success. However, every com- 
munity has its peculiar characteristics, and 
these suggestions may need adaptation in 
other parishes, 

The first essential in meeting the prob- 
lems of the Church of the open country is 


_ A survey of the country parish with a 


vision. The wise man wrote years ago, 
‘Without vision the people perish,’’ and 
today without vision the country Church 
will perish. This virtue is not only needed 
by the pastor, but must be shared by the 
rank and file of the parish membership. It 
may become the duty and privilege of the 
pastor to give perspective and outlook to 
his people. This can be done from the pul- 
pit, in his general teaching ministry, and 
through special classes. Oftimes the para- 
lyzing thought that only the town and city 


Church can do worth while things domi- 


nates the thought of a country Church, and 
so long as people believe a thing cannot be — 
done, it will not be done. Accomplishme 


is always proportionate to faith, It is a — 


stimulating and energizing motive to h 
people of a Church see their opportunit 


r 


Marcu 22, 1928. | REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


fs 


and deductions is a splendid thing. It 
helps to give the needed vision. 


Another requisite for meeting the prob- 
lems of the Church in God’s great open, 
especially in this age, is adequate leader- 
ship. Today many of the problems of the 
Church are leadership problems. Years ago 
people would do things for the Church, 
because they hadn’t much else to do, or be- 
cause of the regard and reverence they had 
for the institution that represents Christ 
among men, but that time is largely past. 
Today the personal relationship looms 
large. Wise indeed, is the pastor who 
dosen’t try to do everything himself, but 
who trains or sees that others are trained 
and set to work. The essentials for lead- 
ership are consecration and enthusiasm 
coupled with a willingness to be led and 
a desire to learn. 


Advertising is another medium for suc- 
cessfully carrying forward the program of 
the country Church. That it pays to ad- 
vertise is past argument. The average 
rural Church does not have sufficient 
finances to have much commercial printing 
done. But here the use of a duplicating 
machine meets the problem. Weekly bulle- 
tins, circular letters, statements, ete., all 
these can be made with a duplicating ma- 


THE REV. JOSEPH M. NEWGARD, Wilton Junction, 


Is there a rural ministry? We generally 
speak of a rural ministry as composed of 
those ministers who live in rural districts. 
But the matter of locality does not make 
a minister rural or urban. There are min- 
isters who live in the country and minister 
to country parishes, who are more of ur- 
banites than many pastors living in cities. 
The converse is also true. It is, therefore, 
absolutely wrong to designate a man a 
rural minister just because he happens to 
be preaching to country people. There is 
today no real rural ministry. The en- 
deavor is being made to develop an esprit 
de corps among rural pastors, but little ad- 
vance has been made. Rural ministers to- 
day do not feel a pride in their group. 
They do _ nothing -collectively. The 
Churches are only beginning to do things 
for rural parishes collectively as rural 
parishes. 

If the country Church is to be saved, 
however, we must develop a rural ministry. 
By a rural ministrv I mean a group of min- 
sters who by training, reading, study, ex- 
perience, can see things through the eyes 
of the rural people, can think their 
thoughts, and can interpret life in the same 
terms which they use and can understand. 
This will mean that some of the young 
men who are entering the ministry must 
train themselves for this express task. 
Such young men must consecrate them- 
selves to the rural task as the missionary 
consecrates himself to the foreign field. 
An esprit de corps must be developed so 
that it will be an honor to ministers in a 
tural community. The present discrimina- 


A revival, according to the etymology 
of the word, is a restoring to life of that 
which was once alive, but which is now 
dead. Re (again) and vivere (to live). 

The conversion of the wicked or of un- 
believers, who have been such all their 
lives, to Christianity hardly deserves that 
name. The great movement of the Church 
Reformers in the 16th century was a true 
revival. It brought back the Church 


chine. The weekly bulletin, with the order 
of worship, announcements and _ notes 
serves to dignify the worship services, and 
affords a splendid opporunity to carry on 
wholesome propoganda, Letters serve ad- 
mirably in reaching all the members with 
the program of the Church. Reports of 
activities and sermons in local papers are 
also very helpful. 

Assimilation is another difficult problem 
that the country Church faces, as well as 
does the city Church. If a congregation is 
to do its best work a group consciousness 
must be present. A congregation natur- 
ally takes on aspects of family life. There 
ought to be a feeling of mutual co-opera- 
tion and helpfulness. ‘‘Continually work- 
ing together’’ is the secret of success in 
any organization. How to make new mem- 
bers a vital part of the organization and 
how to interest new families coming into 
the community, are important problems. 
This may most readily be done through 
the social program and by centering as 
much activity as possible in the Church. 
In our own parish a community library is 
housed in the Church building, and meet- 
ings of general and special interest are en- 
couraged. Another thing that we have 
found helpful is the weekly cottage prayer 
meeting followed by a social period. These 


The Rural Ministry 


tion against the pastor of a rural charge 
must be removed. When honors are to be 
passed around he must not be slighted. 
When he speaks it must not be to deaf 
ears. 

Should such a ministry be developed, 
what would we do with it? Is there a real 
need for a rural ministry? Is there a dif- 
ference between religious work in the city 
and in the country? Is human nature not 
the same everywhere? Is sin any different 
in the country than in the city? Is the 
salvation men need in one place not the 
same as that which those in the other 
place need? Do we preach a different gos- 
pel in the city from what we preach in the 
country? Human nature, sin, salvation is 
no different in the country than in the 
city. The one and same gospel is preached 
everywhere. But the approach must be 
different. The task of every preacher is 
to interpret the principles of Jesus, the 
Christ, in terms of every-day life to his 
people. This cannot be done unless the 
minister speaks the language of his people. 
The city people think in mass production, 
the rural people in individual efforts. City 
people think in terms of producing, sell- 
ing, buying the finished product; rural peo- 
ple think in terms of producing and selling 
the raw product. Urban people are little 
with nature; rural people are much with 
nature. Urban folk are progressive; rural 
folk are conservative. City people think 
of God in relation to the mass of human- 
ity; rural people think of God in relation 
to nature and the individual soul. So must 


Revivals 


WALTER E. KREBS, D. D. 


from its corruption and degeneracy in 
‘‘head and members’’ to its ancient con- 
dition. 

In the Billy Sunday campaign of 1917 
in New York City there were said to be 
more than 65,000 ‘‘trail-hitters.’’ On ex- 
amination it was found that only about 
200 Chureh members could be traced to 
that movement. If the thousands were 
awakened from their sleep of sin, they 


are held in various points throughout the 
parish. The hosts invite their friends and 
neighbors, and thus throughout the year 
we get a large percentage of our members 
in one or more meetings. This plan not 
only brings the benefits of a prayer meet- 
ing to a large number, but also serves to 
unify the membership. 

Finally, concentration of program and 
activity is helpful in meeting the problems 
of a widely scattered membership. The 
Church night idea is suggestive. Today 
even country people are very busy and 
crowded for time. Moreover they may have 
a great distance to come, and so it is wise 
to do as much as possible when people 
have assembled. For instance, in our own 
program on Sunday morning, we have our 
Church School, and then all remain for 
the morning worship service. During the 
early part of the morning worship service, 
the children occupy the front pews, and 
then after the Junior sermon they pass out 
into other rooms and have Junior Christian 
Endeavor and Mission Band services. 
These latter oorganizations are relatively 
strong and active. Without this arrange- 
ment these organizations and the accru- 
ing benefits would be impossible. Doing 
things stimulates interest. People will 
serve the Church that lives to serve. 


Towa 


the rural ministry adapt itself to things 
as they are found in the rural comfmuni- 
ties. 

Many people think that this work is a 
hardship. To enter a rural field is a fine 
thing for a young minister to serve his 
apprenticeship and then move on into a 
fine city pastorate. Rural Churches often 
feel that they are used for laboratory and 
experiment stations by young ministers 
and so become discouraged. They feel that 
city Churches are just waiting to take away 
from the good men and leave the unpopu- 
lar. This works a hardship on the rural 
Churches, The work of the rural minister 
is hard, and whoever is afraid of hard 
work or is easily discouraged should never 
undertake the rural ministry. But he who 
loves nature and good, sensible, common 
folk will find a richer opportunity and un- 
told blessings in the rural ministry. What 
a joy and comradeship comes when the 
minister can go out and pick corn beside 
the men in the field. Or he ean go out 
among the young people and teach them 
what good clean amusements mean, and 
on Sunday can lead these people in their 
worship of the Divine God and our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. To know that he 
has comforted a distressed soul or inspired 
some individual is reward beyond all com- 
parison. The rural ministry has a definite 
task. Its rewards are not always visible. 
But it is.a work which needs to be done 
for the sake of our God and Christ, for the 
sake of our nation, and for the sake of our 
fellowmen who live in the rural communi- 
ties. 


must have turned around and gone to sleep 
again. That could hardly be termed much 
of a revival. The 200 would likely have 
been gained for Christ in the regular and 
orderly administration of the means of 
grace. When the falling away of con- 
verts was brought to the attention of Billy 
Sunday. it is said he remarked, ‘‘It is 
enough for me to get ’em, it is up to the 
pastors to hold ’em!’’ 
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In the great religious movement in New 


England and other States that began in 
1859 it is believed that in a single year 
half a million converts were announced. 


We are not told how many of the half mil- 
lion remained true to their profession, But 
if the 1917 New York movement was so 
disastrous, what could we exepect of the 
1859 New England movement? 

There were other movements of a simi- 
lar character in this country, in Ireland, 
and in Wales. It is remarkable that such 
movements have occurred in Great Britain 
and in the United States, and none in all 
other Christian countries. 

Now all these religious movements seem 
to be laboring under a delusion. That de- 
lusion is, that all will be saved. There are 
millions that will not be saved, do what we 
will. Broad is the road that leadeth to de- 
struction, and many there be that go in 
thereat. Narrow the way that leadeth to 
life, and few there be that find it. The in- 
ference is, that the finally lost will out- 
number the finally saved. A certain one 
proposed the question to the Saviour, 
‘‘Lord, are they few that are saved?’’ He 
answered, ‘‘Strive to enter it by the nar- 
row door; for many, I say unto you, shall 
seek to enter in, and shall not be able.’’ 
Many are called, but few are chosen. 
Many will say to Me at that day, ‘‘Lord, 


A Flapper-Eye View of the 


A few weeks ago a kindly, but puzzled 
clergyman, said to me, ‘‘It’s not that I’ve 
lost faith in the younger generation. I 
really believe that, in their hearts, they ’re 
religious. But I just don’t know what’s 
wrong with them.’’ What I felt impelled 
to answer—and didn’t—was, ‘‘Look for 
what’s wrong with the Church before you 
look for what’s wrong with the flapper.’’ 

Not that I am a flapper. Heaven for- 
bid! My adolescence came in pre-war 
days. But I have the—I think—enviable 
position of being in the confidence of flap- 
pers. I am just old enough to win their re- 
spect, and to have a certain amount of 
worldly wisdom to offer; and just young 
enough for them to see that I sympathize 
with them and refrain from condemnation. 
That is why they talk to me; and that is 
why I feel justified in making myself their 
spokeswoman. 

Little Maggie W—, perched upon a high 
stool, her silken legs a-swing, waits on a 
line of customers, and in her intervals of 
peace, tells me about a theological discus- 
sion she had with her ‘‘collegiate papa’’ 
last night. It seems he contended that 
God was too great to care for individuals. 
Maggie’s reply was that her idea of God 
was bigger than that. Her God was great 
enough to eare for each grain of dust and 
each drop of blood that made an indi- 
vidual. Is anything wrong with Maggie’s 
religious thinking? But Maggie is the 
same girl who ealled to me on another oc- 
casion: ‘‘You know that new sheik I was 
tellin? you about? Well, whadda you sup- 
pose he tries to date me up for? A Church 
sociable! Can you tie that? I served him 
up for soup, all right. Me at a Church so- 
ciable!’? Looks to me like a clear case 
of what’s wrong with the Church. 

So far as I see it, two things are wrong. 
The first is the Modernist—Fundamentalist 
controversy. At this statement the Mod- 
ernists will nod complacently, and the 
Fundamentalists will arch their back and 
bare their claws—and they will both have 
mistaken my meaning. For the trouble is 
not that the flapper is a Modernist. The 
trouble is that she is no more interested in 
Modernism and Fundamentalism than she 
is in the Arian heresy. 

The flapper has very vital human prob- 
lems to solve. She lives in a world of 


did we not prophesy in Thy name?’’? He 
will say, ‘‘Depart from Me, ye that work 
iniquity.’’ 

Let us not wish or hope or work for a 
religious whirlwind. When the prophet 
Elijah was discouraged and stood upon the 
mount, behold, Jehovah passed by. But He 
was not in the wind or in the earthquake 
or in the fire, but in a still small voice. 
The small voice of the pastor is preferable 
to the wind and fire of an occasional itin- 
erant. 


Now whilst it is said that straitened 
is the way that leadeth unto life and few 
are they that find it, it must mean com- 
partively few. For we read that His blood 
was shed for many for the remission of 
sins, and that He gave His life a ransom 
for many. And the Apostle John in his 
dream ‘‘saw a great multitude, which no 
man could number, standing before the 
Lamb, arrayed in white robes and with 
palms in their hands.’’ From all this may 
we not gather that the finally saved, 
though great in number, will be outnum- 
bered by the finally lost. Save as many as 
you possibly can by the use of the regular 
means of grace, though slow in operation, 
and do not devise new methods to attempt 
the impossible. 


It has been facetiously said that Metho- 


ELIZABETH CLARKE KIEFFER 


“THIS DO IN REMEMBRANCE 
OF ME’’ 


Abner E, J. Reeser 


Had an earthly friend loved so well 
To give himself in death, 

If he had left a parting word 
Breathed with the latest breath, 
That word were hallowed in our eyes 

By such a loving sacrifice. 


How earnest would our efforts be 
. With love and steadfast will, 
Striving from rise to set of sun 
His wishes to fulfill; 
To wait a ‘‘more convenient’’ time 
Our grateful hearts would deem a 
crime, 


The tender Shepherd sought His 
sheep : 
When, lost and doomed to die, 
We wandered in the wilderness 
Of sin and misery. 
He died for us a death of pain, 


And brought us to His fold again. 


Now sheltered by His mighty arm, 
Fed by His loving hand, 
Through pastures green He leadeth 
us 
Home to His native land; 
In that eternal field above 
To know the fulness of His love. 


We are His own; bought with a 
price, 
In Him alone we live; 
He gives us all we have or hope, 
But what have we to give? 
How can we show our gratitude 
To Him who bought us with His 
blood? 


Within the silence of our hearts 
A still small voice is heard— 
‘*He that sincerely loveth Me 
Fulfilleth all His word; 
Freely I gave My life for thee, 
Do this in memory of Me.’’ 


chaos in which she is separated from her 
elders by the gulf of horror that was the 
war. She cannot bridge that gulf. The 


dists and others go to heaven by airplane, 
Presbyterians and others by railway, Bap- 
tists and others by boat, the Reformed by 
turnpike! Some think they can tap the 
heavens at any time, at any place, and a 
revival will flow out, and they call it an 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, as on the 
day of Pentecost. But the 3,000 were con- 
verted and baptized the very same day on 
which the Holy Ghost came upon the 
Apostles. 

The pastor is expeeted to introduce into 
his congregation the un-Churched material 
on the outside and to work up the material 
on the inside. In this work he is to urge 
every member of his congregation to as- 
sist. Then, too, they are to look beyond 
their own boundaries and help to extend 
the kingdom in home and foreign lands. 
All this is a regular work year in and year 
out, At the end, he will be enabled to say, 
‘*Behold, I and the children whom God 
hath given me.’’ 

Others, in great numbers, who did not 
know God and who did not obey the gospel 
of His Son, will stand before that Son, to 
whom He will say, ‘‘Depart from Me, ye 
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels.’’ They will be 
punished with eternal destruction from the 
face of the Lord, and from the glory of 
His might, as said the Apostle Paul, 


Church 


others don’t seem to want to. She is alone 
with her contemporaries, who are as much 
lost as she. She has to meet the questions 
of love and hate, of honesty and dis- 
honesty, of birth and death, and the fac- 
ing of a life to come. Her’s are no scholas- 
tic problems. They are the thrilling reali- 
ties of life. She is pulled back and forth. 
She is hurried hither and yon. Her 
straight, clean little soul is twisted in the 
throes of an age that would be hideously 
unbearable to her, if God had not given 
her a bravery of heart greater than any 
her older sisters ever knew. Yet if she 
goes to the Church with a pitiful ery of, 
““What shall I do to be saved?’’, she finds 
the pulpit filled with men who dispute in 
acrimonious terms as to whether Christ 
was a deity or a divinity, whether the 
word ‘‘virgin’’ means ‘‘maiden’’ or mere- 
ly ‘‘young woman;’’ and if the world was 
created in seven days or seven eons. 

She listens, politely enough. but she 
goes away with the feeling that the Chureh 
has nothing to say on the questions which 
concern her. Does the solution of these 
problems count for so much that in the 
solving of them we can afford to let slip 
a human soul? Might we not drop them 
long enough to tell a questioner that while 
‘‘it is hard to know God, it is very easy to 
love Him.’? 

And this brings us to the other trouble. 
For a more serious charge against the 
Church is, that she emphasizes the lesser 
commandments which begin with ‘‘thou 
shalt not’’ and forgets the two great com- 
samen which begin with ‘‘thou 


Why is it that after all these centuries 
the average Christian knows so little about 
love? We talk a great deal about the laws 
of our creed and pride ourselves on their 
performance; yet the stricter we are on 
the other laws, the more do we forget the 
equally important ‘‘judge not that ye be 
not judged.’’ I know three Christian 
women whose lives are wrapped up in 
Church work, who boast continually of 
their sanctity. Yet these three did all 
they could do to keep a pretty and intelli- 
gent girl from professional advancement, 
beeause, forsooth, she wore her ears un- 
covered. Which is the more blasphemous, 


the flapper who makes it a parlor trick to — 
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enliven her conversation by an occasional, 
““Go to !??, or the woman who, hear- 
ing her, replies, ‘‘Yes, and that’s just 
where your’re headed! ’’ 

If the Church wants to become a fisher 
of flappers, its first duty is to search its 
own heart. Let its preachers teach love so 
earnestly and so enthusiastically that their 
hearers will be roused to something of that 
divine fire. Let them dwell on God’s good- 
ness, not His wrath. Let them show the 
outpouring of brother-love to the circuits 
of the stars. Let them teach that duty 
lies not in empty eharity, but in the active 


love of man. Then, when pastor and peo- 
ple can approach the flapper with love and 
not with judgment, they will have no diffi- 
culty in bringing her into their midst. She 
responds easily. Give her kindness and 
sympathy, and she will expand like a sea- 
anemone in water. If she knows she is 
really wanted in the Church, you will find 
her there as often as at her petting parties. 

And once having caught our flapper, 
should you begin by expounding the depths 
of her sins? I think not. The thing we 
shall do is to teach to her, also, that law 
of love, and let it work its way with her 


life. One of the most misquoted passages 
in the Bible, I think, is John 14:14. Christ 
did not say, ‘‘If ye love Me, keep My com- 
mandments!’’, but, ‘‘If ye love Me, ye 
will keep My commandments!’’ Out of 
His boundless knowledge of human nature 
the Master simply stated a psychological 
fact. Why do we ignore that fact? Why 
do we try to teach obedience before we 
teach love? If we are looking for new 
methods in religion, why not try, for the 
first time in history, to take Jesus Christ 
at His word, and trust that, given love, 
obedience is sure to follow? 


The Facts as They Affect the Boards 


ERNEST M, HALLIDAY, 


Home Mission Boards of our various de- 
nominations are charged with a great task. 
It is the task of helping the world out of the 
slough of despond, putting a new song into 
its mouth and establishing its going. The 
apologetic for Home Missions runs on this 
wise: The religion of Jesus is potent to 
save the world; but America is so large a 
part of the world and her influence in 
other parts is so vital that the world will 
only become Christian through the un- 
sparing effort of those of her citizens who 
already cherish Christian ideals. 

In all this there is no word about de- 
nominationalism. Time was when there 
would have been. We should have had to 
go on to a further step and say: The only 
eitizens who ean be looked upon as truly 
possessing Christian ideals are the mem- 
bers of the eommunion. Not so 
now. Whatever justification, real or sup- 
posed, for the founding of separate Chris- 
tian denominations in the past, that justi- 
fication has entirely disappeared. No man 
or woman here would consider it other 
than a sin to start a new communion under 
present-day conditions. The danger is, of 
course, that the denominations now in ex- 
istence shall continue to predicate their 
activities on non-basic reasons—on tradi- 
tion, or social distinctions, or form of wor- 
ship. The danger is that we shall have too 
many Churches, differing only in non-essen- 
tials, in some places, and too few, or none, 
in other places. Over-Churching and under- 
Churching are the twin dangers of modern 
Protestantism. 


I speak from the stand-point of the Mis- 
sion Boards, charged with the duty of mak- 
ing and keeping America Christian. What 
does over-Churching mean to them? It 
means a number of things which are un- 
satisfactory. 

First, and most obvious, is the unjusti- 
fiable expense. Why should my Board and 
your Board and somebody else’s Board con- 
tribute to the salary of a man apiece in a 
given community when, if the three 
Churches were to join forces, they could 
easily pay the salary of one better-trained 
man and provide him with adequate assist- 
ance? 

It means, too, inadequacy of plant and 
equipment. Our three Churches potter 
along in their old-fashioned ways; no 
proper provision for the Church School, no 
satisfactory community house, no modern 
aids to religious work. Three sextons and 
three heating-plants and three sets of 
buildings to keep in repair. Thus the 
Boards are denied the results that would 
come through up-to-date physical equip- 
ment. It means, of course, smaller salaries, 
lowered morale of the commissioned force, 
greater difficulty in recruiting new men, 
less specialized preparation on the part of 
those who do volunteer. The plain fact 
is that the ordinary over-Churched com- 
munity does not offer a big enough chal- 
lenge to a young man ambitious to make 
the most of his life. Petty rivalries, stulti- 
fying local toadying, insufficient financial 
support, lack of opportunity to give one- 


General Secretary, Congregational Church Extension Boards 


self to a truly great objective—these can- 
not help but keep many high-grade men 
out of the ministry in over-Churched 
fields. 

To sum up, over-Churching means to the 
Boards less efficient workers, less satis- 
factory results, unnecessary and unjusti- 
fiable expense. 

But when we turn to the other side of 
the picture we see an even clearer defeat 
of the Board’s purpose. Here are chil- 
dren growing up without religious train- 
ing either in their homes or outside of 
them. Here are communities untouched by 
organized Christian influences. Whether 
in the old, degenerate communities in 
sparsely-settled, new areas, such neglected 
people present to the Boards a fundamental 
appeal which they cannot in good con- 
science refuse to answer. Relieve them of 
the expense of over-Churching and they 
will have increased resources for doing this 
truly missionary work. 

Here then is the situation as it con- 
cerns the Boards: We recognize one an- 
other as Christians. While still maintain- 
ing, for the present at least, varieties of 
organization, we are willing to work to- 
gether. To us, when it comes to basic 
foundations, one denomination is (almost) 


“fas good as another, if not better.’’ We 
recognize the existence both of over- 
Churehing and of under-Churching. We 


must withdraw support in the former case 
and thus have funds for the latter. The 
problem is like that of international dis- 
armament. We must all act together. 


cA Letter From London 


BY ALBERT DAWSON 


(A Rewarding Interpretation of Men and Events Across the Sea) 


The Crux of All Religion 


Some timely words of the Rev. F. W. 
Norwood, whose utterances command in- 
creasing attention, deserve wider circula- 
tion than that of the City Temple maga- 
zine in which they appear. He writes: The 
great truth ‘‘God manifest in the flesh’? is 
crowned and proved in Christ. It is not 
Jess true in your life and mine. Cod cannot 
be truly made manifest except in the flesh. 
All remoter revelations, such as we see in 
Nature, fall short of intelligibility. Only 
in the good man or woman can God be 
truly known. Because Christ was supreme- 
ly that, in Him God is revealed. In the 
measure in whieh we are that, we also may 
reveal Him. Everything else is subsidiary. 
This is the crux of all religion. We are 
face to face with it now. There is nothing 
to fear in evolution except that it may 
stop at the jungle. We have indeed 
travelled some distance from it, but to 
overstress man’s animal origin, while deny- 
ing his affinity with God, would send us 
back there, all the worse because we would 
earry with us the added powers which the 
partial mastery of Nature has added to 


us. The ‘‘blonde beast,’’ equipped with 
wireless telegraphy and high explosives, 
would cover with shame our ape-like ances- 
tors. The jungle was a more decent place 
millenniums ago than it would be if twen- 
tieth century man returned to it, having 
lost God. The hope of the world lies in 
the explication of the basic Christian idea 
that God is manifested in the flesh. Medi- 
tate much upon Christ and open your hearts 
to the reception of the forces which made 
Him what He was. This and this only is 
the vindication of the Christian faith. ‘‘ All 
things are yours.’’? Whatever was in Christ 
is there to be availed of according to our 
faith. There are no limits to our appro- 
priation except such as we choose to suc- 
cumb to. Unbelief and disobedience create 
their own barriers, but they are of our 
own making. Because ‘‘all things are 
ours’’ we need little amplification of goods. 
He who possessed the pearl of great price 
knew well that he could dispose of the 
lesser gems, for they were included in the 
one superlative possession. Whoever has 
grasped the truth which the Advent en- 
shrines has found the sesame to all that 
makes life worth while. 


Women As Ministers 


British Wesleyans as a body are very 
cautious and slow to make new departures, 
This conservative attitude was shown at 
the recent Conference in the discussion and 
decision on the important subject of 
Women and the Ministry at the final meet- 
ing of the Representative Session. Dr. C. 
Ryder Smith asked Conference to pass a 
resolution declaring against its conviction 
that women ought not to be excluded from 
the ordained ministry merely on the 
ground of sex, and requesting the Pastoral 
Session to reconsider its last year’s adverse 
decision, This, he said, was a day in 
which woman was coming to her own in 
every sphere of life, and the only door that 
was still closed to her was the door of the 
ordained ministry. It was said that there 
was no popular demand for women minis- 
ters, but the same thing had been said 
about admitting women to the medical and 
other professions, and now everyone ad- 
mitted that it was justifiable. For the 
Christian ministry to be the last preserve 
of men was almost a cynical thing. Rev. 


(Continued on Page 16) 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘*‘BENEATH THE CROSS OF JESUS’’ 
Our Memory Hymn for April 


Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 
The shadow of a mighty Rock 
Within a weary land; 
A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 
From the burning of the noontide heat 
And the burden of the day. 


Upon that cross of Jesus 
Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me: 
And from my smitten heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess,— 
The wonders of His glorious love 
And my own worthlessness. 


I take, O cross, thy shadow 
For my abiding-place; 

I ask no other sunshine than 
The Sunshine of His face; 
Content to let the world go by, 
To know no gain nor loss, 
My sinful self, my only shame; 

My glory, all the cross. 


—Hlizabeth C. Clephane, 1868. 
Tune: St. Christopher 
Fred’k C. Maker, 1881. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Rev. Howard H. Long, D. D., from Red 
Lion, Pa., to Evans City, Pa. 
Rev. C. J. Snyder, from Dawson, Neb., 
to Mulberry, Ind. 


Fifteen pastors of the Reformed 
Churches of the city of Philadelphia, in 
Philadelphia ‘Classis, observed the begin- 
ning of Stewardship Acknowledgment by 
an exchange of pulpits on March 11th. 


The Newton, N. C., Kiwanis Club, com- 
posed of Newton, Conover and Maiden citi- 
zens, has elected Rev. John A. Koons, pas- 
tor of Memorial Church, Maiden, to repre- 
sent the Club at the International Conven- 
tion to be held in Seattle, Wash., the mid- 
dle of June. 


A Buffalo friend writes a word of ap- 
preciation of the book, ‘‘With Christ 
Through Lent,’’ by Dr. Darms, and says: 
*<Tt would be an inspiration to anyone to 
read this book during the Lenten season, 
as it is a book that speaks from the heart 
to the heart.’’ 

St. James Church, Limerick, Pa., Rev. 
D. K. Laudenslager, pastor, has decided to 
raise its full qnota for the completion of 
the Sustentation Fund of the Board of 
Ministerial Relief. Heidelberg Church, 
Schwenksville, Pa., will also make an effort 
to raise its quota next fall. 


Recently the Board of Ministerial Relief 
has received a gift of $1,000 from a lady in 
New England, with which it created the 
29th Ministerial Memorial Fund, which is 
a permanent fund, the interest of which 
only will be used for the care of our aged 
and disabled ministers and their widows. 


The celebration of the birthday of Camp 
Fire, as a national organization, was held 
by the Camp Fire Girls of Reading, Pa., in 
St. Mark’s Ghurch, Rev. Gustav R. Poetter, 
pastor, on Mar. 18, The service was closed 
with Taps, by Camp Fire Girls. 


The guest preachers at the Wednesday 
evening Lenten services at St. Mark’s 
Church, Pittsburgh, Pa., Rev. J. Grant 
Walter, pastor, have been: Rev. A. M. Bill- 
man, Mar. 7; Rev. Dr. I. 8. Hawn, Mar. 


14; Rev. Dr. H. N. Bassler, Mar. 21, and 
Rev: W. H. Landis will preach on Mar. 28. 

First Church, Lancaster, Pa., Rev. Dr. 
W. Stuart Cramer, pastor, has had the priv- 
ilege of hearing on Mar. 1, Rev. Dr. S. 
Parkes Cadman, on Mar. 8, Rev. Dr. Daniel 
A. Poling, and on March 21, Rev. Dr. 
Charles R. Brown. Rev. Dr. William Pier- 
son Merrill will preach the last of the spe- 
cial Lenten services on Mar. 29. ~ 

Rev. Dr. Theodore F. Herman is supply- 
ing the pulpit of Salem Church, Harris- 
burg, Pa., during the present vacancy and 
is taking care of the pastoral work, On 
Mar. 29 Rev. Dr. Arthur V. Casselman will 
give a stereopticon address, under the 
auspices of the W. M. S. 


The choir of First Church, Canton, O., 
Rev. R. W. Blemker, pastor, gave the can- 
tata, ‘‘The Vision of Deborah,’’ by Keiser- 
ling, on the afternoon of Mar. 11. The 
choir, under the direction of Mrs. H. 8S. 
Ernst and Mrs. Austin Stock, organist, was 
assisted by Mr. Robert Hurford, Mr. John 
Schmucker, and Miss Evelyn Kattman. 


Rev. Millard J. Flenner was the guest 
preacher at the mid-week prayer service in 
Goss Memorial Church, Kenmore, O., Rev. 
Rollin Goodfellow, pastor, on Mar. 21. All 
the members of the Church are actively en- 
gaged in raising money for the proposed 
new buildin. A Sunrise service will be 
a feature on Haster Sunday. 


Mr. Howard G. Duttera, the faithful and 
efficient sexton for 17 years of Trinity 
First Church, York, Pa., died of pneumonia 
on Mar. 4, 1928, and was laid to rest in 
God’s Acre at Christ Church, Littlestown, 
Pa., on Mar. 9. Services were in charge 
of Revs. Samuel H. Stein, D. D., F. S. Lind- 
aman, D. D., and H. H. Hartman. 


On Mar. 11 Rey. D. G. Glass, pastor of 
Faith Church, Lancaster, Pa. began a 
series of Sunday evening sermons on the 
general subject of ‘‘Sin;’’ and on Apr. 8 
will start a series on ‘‘The Return Home.’’ 
Rev. Purd E. Deitz was the guest-preacher 
at the Lenten service on Mar. 14. 


It is interesting to note that in a recent 
Sunday afternoon radio address, Dr. S. 
Parkes Cadman, President of the Federal 
Couneil of the Churches, referred to the 
new book, ‘‘The Reformed Church 
Pulpit,’? commending it as an exception- 
ally able: and helpful volume of sermons. 
Have you secured your copy? 


Rev. Dr. Rufus C. Zartman is preaching 
a series of Lenten sermons Mar. 18-25 in 
Bethany Church, Ephrata, Pa., Rev. George 
Taylor Fitz, pastor. A W. M. S. was or- 
ganized on Feb. 21. Confirmation service 
will be held on Good Friday. Services on 
Easter Day will be: Dawn service at 6 A. 
M., Communion 10.30 A. M., and S. S. Eas- 
ter service at 7.30 P. M. 


Salem Church, Catasauqua, Pa., Rev. 
Henry E. Gerhard, pastor, observed its 1st 
anniversary of rededication. The Rev. Dr. 
James M. S. Isenberg preached at both 
services. While attendance was affected 
by unfavorable weather the cash received 
toward the debt totaled $808.24, with re- 
liable pledges for $1,000 more. There was 
no special campaign for money. 


On Sunday, Mar. 11, the Reformed 
Church at East Liberty, Summit County, 
Ohio, was entirely destroyed by fire. Rev. 
D. W. Ebbert, D. D., had been serving the 
congregation by appointment as supply for 
2 years. The building, in great need of 
repairs, had been fully restored; then came 
the loss. There is some insurance, and the 
people are actively planning to rebuild. 


A Religious Drama was given in the 


evening of Feb. 26 in Grace Church, Buff- 
alo, N. Y., Rev. J. Wallace Neville, pastor, 
Home Visitation Week will be observed 
during the week of Mar. 25-Apr. 1. Spe- 
cial Lenten services are being held every 
Wednesday evening. Holy Communion will 
be observed in the morning of Easter Sun- 
day and a service of Easter music will be 
held at 7.30 P. M. 

It surely makes the Lenten season more 
sacred in this office to receive such a let- 
ter as we recently received from a be- 
loved friend in Lancaster, now over 80 
years old, who has been for 60 years a 
reader of the ‘‘ Messenger,’’ and who sends 
a fervent prayer that this paper ‘‘may 
continue to grow in grace and help to 
spread the Gospel of good news in our 
own and other lands.’’ 

This comes from one of our ministers: 
‘“T just finished reading the articles in the 
Social Service Number of ‘The Messenger? 
(February 23). It is by all means the best 
number ever gotten out on Social Service. 
I wish there were some way of calling spe- 
cial attention of the Church to this num- 
ber. It is wonderfully gotten up and 
should have wide reading. Every one of 
the articles is a masterpiece and I will call 
the attention of my people to it.’’ 


We are sorry to learn that Rev. Edgar 
F. Hoffmeier, pastor of St. John’s Chureh, 
Lebanon, Pa., has been confined to his 
home the past 2 Sundays by an attack of 
pleurisy. During his illness the pulpit was 
supplied by Dr. J. Lewis Fluck and Dr. 
George W. Richards. Rev. Mr. Hoffmeier 
is recovering and expects to resume his 
work before Palm Sunday. A special musi- 
cal service will be given by the choir on 
Palm Sunday at 7.30 P. M. 

Miss Mary Wise, one of the oldest mem- 
bers of Trinity Church, Mt. Crawford, Va., 
Rev. Harry W. Wissler, pastor, died in the 
Memorial Hospital, Harrisonburg, Va., on 
March 12th. Her unfailing gentleness and 
kindness to others were known to a large 
cirele of friends. For years she was a 
most faithful and active member of the 
congregation. Interment was made in the 
family plot in the Church Cemetery. Her 
one brother, John, survives. 


Tom Miller, M. D., the leading doctor of 
New Hope, Va., member of St. Paul’s 
Church, Rey. Harry W. Wissler, pastor, 
died March 10th, after a lingering illness 
of several years. He was a fine Christian 
physician. His skill was exceptional, and 
a large number of persons sought him each 
year. At his funeral in St. Paul’s Church 
were gathered very many friends from the 
countryside, showing esteem and affection 
for the good doctor. His wife and daugh- 
ter survive. 


The newly organized Men’s Brotherhood 
of Zion Chureh, Marietta, Pa., Rev. Victor 
Steinberg, pastor, presented a play to an 
audience that crowded the S. S. room on 
Mar. 15. One of the interesting moments 
of the program was the presentation of a 
purse of gold to Mr. John Goodling, who 
has rounded out 21 years of service in the 
8. S. and Church. 21 Juniors are trying to 
win Easter awards for faithful attendanee 
at the Lenten Church services. Children’s 
sermons and special songs by the Juniors 
feature these services. 


During the last six months the pastors 
and people of our Church have manifested 
a greater interest in the cause of Minister- Ps 
ial Relief than ever. The Board of Min- 
isterial Relief is receiving letters almost — 
every day from pastors and leading lay- 
men of the Church, stating that they v 
endeavor to raise their quotas for 
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terial Relief in full. The Board of Minis- 
terial Relief is very much encouraged by 
these promises of help and it is more 
sanguine than ever that the entire amount 
needed to complete the Sustentation Fund 
will be raised in a few years. 

It is fine to read such a letter as has 
recently come from a pastor of the Pres- 
byterian Church who says: ‘‘I wish I had 
$250,000 so I could endow the ‘‘Messen- 
ger’’ to that amount, for the ‘‘Messen- 
ger’’ is by all odds the best Church paper 
between the two oceans, and the Gulf of 
(Mexico and the Dominion of Canada. I 
hope that before Dr. Leinbach shuffles off 
this mortal coil he may be able to find 
some one who is capable and desirous of 
being endowed with a double measure of 
his spirit, to take up the job of editing 
the “‘Messenger’’ and carry it on to still 
greater heights.’’ 

Doubleday, Doran and Co., co-operating 
with ‘“The Christian Herald,’’? announces 
a prize of $2,500 to be awarded to the con- 
testant submitting the best religious novel 
before Oct. 1. The prize novel will be 
serialized in ‘‘The Christian Herald’’ and 
published in book form by Doubleday, 
Doran and Co. If you are interested in 
this competition you can learn about the 
rules governing the contest by writing to 
the Religious Novel Contest, care of ‘‘The 
Christian MHerald,’’ Bible House, New 
York. 


We hope our readers did not miss the 
splendid article by Dr. Richards in the 
issue of Feb. 16, on the subject, ‘‘The Ex- 
pert in Religion.’’ A number of favor- 
able comments upon it have been received. 
Here is one from a pastor of Pittsburgh 
Synod: ‘‘That was a great article! It is 
the right note to strike in this age of 
ferment and change. We are too prone 
to follow schools of thought and not ex- 
periment with the life that is in our sole 
keeping. The course of America is too 
much standardization in education, cus- 
toms and morals, until we lose the creative 
impulses and joys which issue out from 
experimental efforts with oneself.’’ 

Rev. and Mrs. Amos Casselman cele- 
brated their 57th wedding anniversary 
quietly in their home at Tiffin, Ohio, on 
Friday, March 16th. The three ministerial 
sons of this aged pastor and his wife were 
at home for the occasion: Rev. Arthur V. 
Casselman, D. D., Secretary of Missionary 
Education, Philadelphia, Pa.; Rev. Her- 
bert H. Casselman, formerly missionary in 
Japan, but on account of a breakdown on 
the mission field, now recuperating on a 
farm near Old Fort, Ohio; and Rey. Fran- 
cis R. Casselman, pastor of St. Paul’s 
Church, Butler, Pa. 

During the 10 years which Rev. Frank 
W. Ruth has been pastor of the Bernville 
Charge, Pa., the congregational member- 
ship has grown from 700 to over 1,000. 
During this time the pastor has married 
115 couples, baptized 326, confirmed 290, 
buried 229, given Communion to 16,438, 
preached over 1,100 regular sermons, de- 
livered approximately 300 addresses, made 
over 1,500 sick calls and traveled over 50,- 
000 miles.. The 10th anniversary of the 
ordination and installation of the pastor 
will be celebrated in St. Thomas’ Church 
on June 10. 

Miss Alliene S. DeChant spoke at the 
first morning service of the Annual Lenten 
Gospel services beginning on Mar. 18 in 
First Church, Lexington, N. C., Rev. Dr. 
J. C. Leonard, pastor, and Rev. Hoy Fes- 
perman spoke in the evening. Starting on 
Mar. 19, Rev. Harvey Fesperman is preach- 
ing afternoon and evening throughout the 
meetings. It is expected that the new 
Church will be occupied before the close 
of the meetings and dedicated on Easter 
Sunday, Dr. Paul 8S. Leinbach, editor of 
the ‘‘Messenger,’’ preaching the sermon. 
The pastor urges his people to ‘‘come to 
all. the services, bring others with you and 
pray for Divine blessing. Let prayerful 
visitation and invitation be made.’’ 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


15 


St. James Church, Allentown, Pa., Rev. 
Joseph 8S. Peters, pastor, will celebrate its 
15th anniversary beginning with the ob- 
servance of Holy Communion on Easter 
Day. It is hoped to have Rev. Amos O. 
Reiter and St. John’s choir at the service 
on April 9. Dr. Paul 8. Leinbach will de- 
liver the address on Apr. 11, which is 8. 8. 
Night; Supt. Cressman will preside. On 
Friday evening Mrs, Pauline Kocher, of 
Cedar Crest College, who was the first or- 
ganist of St. James Church, will give an 
organ recital. The celebration will close 
on Apr. 15 with Dr. George W. Richards as 
the speaker at both morning and evening 
services. 


Union services are being held every 
Wednesday evening during Lent by the 
Churches of Walkersville, Md. The Glade 
Reformed Church, Rev. Walter R. Hart- 
zell, pastor, is co-operating in these ser- 
vices. St. John’s Chureh, Woodsboro, of 
the same charge, is also taking part in the 
Union Lenten services held on Thursday 
evenings. Holy Communion will be ob- 
served in the Glade Church on Easter Sun- 
day and in St. John’s Church on Apr, 15. 
The congregations are very appreciative of 
the little Lenten booklet which the pastor 
sent to his members, one comment being, 
““Wiis message was very, very good, the 
whole pamphlet in good taste and very ap- 
pealing.’’ 

Calvary Church, Turtle Creek, Pa., Rev. 
John A. Yount, minister, is enjoying the 
sermons of neighboring ministers of the 


Allegheny Classis on Wednesday evenings - 


of Lent. The schedule is as follows: Feb. 
22, Rev. J. Grant Walter; Feb. 29, Rev. 
Frank L. Kerr; Mar. 7, Rev. Wm. H. Lan- 
dis; Mar. 14, Rev. Henry L. Krause; Mar. 
21, Rev. John Albert Borger; Mar. 27, Rev. 
A. M. Billman. Calvary has 20 young 
people away at college. 80 young people 
attend its Young People’s Meetings every 
Sunday at 6.30 P. M. The women of the Mis- 
sionary Society are making a pre-Haster 
visitation of the congregation. Good re- 
sults are being obtained. The prospects 
are bright for the best Easter services in 
the history of the Church. 


One of the most interesting letters re- 
cently received in this office came from 
a good friend in Maryland who has been 
a reader of the ‘‘Messenger’’ since the 
beginning of the Civil War. She writes 
how, in 1862, Col. Imboden with a company 
of his men were sent on a marauding ex- 
pedition into Pennsylvania. With some 
of his men he came into the home of this 
friend to search for firearms. On glancing 
around he saw a copy of the ‘‘Messen- 
ger,’’ and asked if the family were mem- 
bers of the Reformed Church. When the 
lady told him that she was a member of 
the Reformed Church, he remarked that 
he also belonged to our denomination and 
immediately called to his men, ‘‘Come 
on!’’ and they quietly left the house. This 
is only another illustration of the value 
of the ‘‘Messenger’’ in the home. 

Through the kindness of the pastor, Rev. 
R. D. Custer, and the consistory of the 
Reformed Church at Mifflinburg, who 
loaned their recently purchased moving-pic- 
ture machine, St. John’s congregation at 
Lewisburg, Pa., Rev. H. H. Rupp, pastor, 
was privileged, on the evening of Mar. 14, 
to. enjoy a program of moving pictures. 
The film, ‘‘The Wizard of Oz,’’ delighted 
and amused both the adults and the chil- 
dren, who were present. The enjoyment of 
the pictures was greatly enhanced by the 
music of the nipe-organ in the hands of 
Prof. A. D. Miller, who, being an ‘‘old 
hand at the game,’’ knew both what to 
play and how to play it. The pictures were 
given under the auspices of the Men’s As- 
sociation of the congregation. 

The Myerstown, Pa., Church has suffered 
very greatly by death during the early 
part of 1928. Among the 9 members to 
pass away was Wm. P. Mosser, President 
of the Myerstown National Bank, for 33 
years treasurer of the Sunday School and 


for more than 60 years a pupil and teacher 
and several times an officer of the Church, 
The number includes Harry F. Himmel- 
berger,-a successful business man of Potts- 
town, who left $500 to the Church endow- 
man fund; also Mrs. Mary A. Bowman, 
who reached the age of 99 years, one month 
and 2-days. She was perceded by her 
son, John Bowman, who died four weeks 
previous to her death. Both were well- 
known figures in the community and asso- 
ciated with the Church practically from 
its founding. 

Confirmation will be held on Palm Sun- 
day in Zion’s Church, Greenville, Pa., Rev. 
Paul J. Dundore, pastor. Preparatory ser- 
vice on Good Friday evening and Holy 
Communion will be okserved on Easter 
Day at 8 A. M., 11 A. M., and 7.30 P. M. 
Preparatory and Infant Baptismal services 
will be held on Saturday afternoon, April 
7. The pastor has been preaching sermons 
to youth on the Sunday evenings during 
Lent on the theme: ‘‘The Spirit of 
Youth.’’?’ Average S. 8. attendance on 
Mar. 4 was 506, 61% of the enrollment. 
The bulletin of Zion’s Church says: ‘‘The 
American people have an annual income of 
ninety billion dollars. The world has 
never known so rich a nation. If this in- 
come would be tithed and one-tenth given 
to the work of the Lord what a blessing 
and beendiction America would be to the 
nations of the world!’’ 

During the Lenten season, Rev. Ralph 
S. Weiler, pastor of Grace Chureh, Allen- 
town, Pa., has been preaching a series of 
sermons at the morning service on ‘‘ Ques- 
tions Put to Jesus.’’ The Sunday evening 
theme has been ‘‘ Present Day Questions,’’ 
and the general theme of the mid-week ser- 
vices is ‘‘Some Factors That Nailed Christ 
to the Cross.’?’ New lighting fixtures have 
been installed in the basement, a portable 
partition erected, new cement floors laid, 
the walls repainted and the kitchen and 
its equipment modernized. The congrega- 
tion is assured that the new organ will be 
completed not later than May Ist. Rev. 
W. H. Bollman, of Bethlehem, delivered a 
very eloquent address, drawing his subject 
from Hawthorne’s ‘‘The Great Stone 
Face,’’ to the Men’s Brotherhood on Feb. 
13. Rev. Dr. A. Ray Petty, pastor of 
Baptist Temple, Phila., will be a guest- 
preacher on Tuesday evening, May 22, dur- 
ing the services of dedication. 


The snow is flying as the poor editor 
reads a message from Lakeland, Fla., sent 
by his beloved old friend and teacher, Dr. 
John ‘©. Bowman. It tells how the Doctor 
is sitting on the beautiful veranda over- 
looking Lake Morton, dressed in summer 
clothes, enjoying not only a temperature 
of 82 degrees, but the fragrance of or- 
ange blossoms and the songs of the mocek- 
ing birds. And then the good Doctor adds 
a “‘fish story,’’? which he says is absolute- 
ly reliable! It is to the effect that the 
record has been broken by Rev. William 
T. Brundick and his companions, as the 
result of a half day’s fishing, when 16 big 
fellows were put on the stringer, and ae- 
tually the ‘‘biggest one’’ did not ‘‘get 
away.’’ As to size and weight, these 
were enough to supply 4 families with a 
fish dinner. Dr. Bowman adds, ‘‘ You 
will be pleased to learn that Rev. Mr. 
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Brundick, formerly of Turtle Creek, Pa., 
has recovered his health and appears ready 
to resume the work of the ministry. So 
his physician advises, and yesterday I 
heard him preach a fine, vigorous sermon,’’ 


Christ Church, Roaring Spring, Pa., Rev. 
H. S. Fox, minister, is earnestly engaged 
in a very profitable Lenten season. The 
congregations at every service Sunday and 
Wednesday are large, a spirit of deep de- 
votion is manifested on the part of the 
worshippers. The minister is preaching on 
the ‘Seven Words from the Cross’’ Sunday 
mornings, and ‘‘The Ten Commandments’? 
on Sunday and Wednesday evenings. A 
special Lenten service booklet is being 
used by the congregation on Wednesday 
evenings as the order of worship. The 
booklet is the work of Rev. Mr. Fox. The 
vested junior choir has charge of the music. 
The senior choir journeyed to Claysburg on 
March 4 and sang at the Vesper service in 
Grace Church. Rev. Mr. Fox was the spe- 
cial preacher at the Wednesday Lenten 
service in Christ Church, Altoona, March 
14, and will speak again at the noon ser- 
vice on April 4. 


In Trinity Chureh, Tamaqua, Pa., the 
pastor, Dr. A. C. Thompson, is preaching 
a series of sermons on ‘‘Manward Phases 
of Christian Experience,’’ as follows: 1. 
““The Spiritual World—Divine and Hu- 
man;’’ 2, ‘‘The Essence of Sin—Selfish- 
ness;’’ 3. ‘‘Man’s Redemption—The Altru- 
istic Cross;’’ 4. ‘‘Humanism in the Wor- 
ship of God;’’ 5. ‘‘Social Mysticism— 
Love;’’ 6, ‘‘Social Service—Neighbors of 
Jesus;’’ 7. ‘The Kingdom of God—Right- 
eousness.’’ Midweek Lenten services are 
being held in the new Chapel and ad- 
dressed by neighboring ministers: Revs, J. 
A. Turner, 8. E. Stofflet, D. D., E. Franklin 
Faust, E. W. Kohler, Walter H. Diehl, and 
F. D. Slifer. In addition to the erection 
of a new Chapel, with Sunday School ac- 
commodations, extended improvements are 
being made throughout the Church prop- 
erty and the re-dedication will take place 
in May. On a recent Sunday, the choir 
presented the congregation with a $1,500 
Krakauer grand piano, to be used in the 
Church for special music. 


Rev. Victor H. Jones, B. D., was in- 
stalled as the pastor of the St. Paul 
Charge, Waynesboro, Pa., on Friday eve- 
ning, Feb. 17, by the Committee of Mer- 
cersburg Classis consisting of the Revs. 
G. E. Plott, J. C. Sanders, and 8S. E. Lo- 
bach. Rev. Mr. Plott preached the sermon 
on the theme ‘‘Co-operation.’’ Rev. Mr. 
Lobach conducted the altar service and 
Rev. Mr. Sanders conducted the installa- 
tion. After the installation services were 
concluded the congregation tendered the 
new pastor and his family a reception at 
which were present a large number of the 
members and friends of the congregation 
including all of the ministers of the city. 
The good people of the congregation man- 
ifested their interest in the comfort of the 
new pastor by completely refinishing the 
parsonage prior to his arrival and stock- 
ing the pantry shelves with an albundance 
of good things. The pastor feels very 
grateful to his new friends for all these 
expressions of goodwill and began the 
work of becoming acquainted with the 
members by calling upon them in their 
homes. A class is in course of preparation 
for Confirmation at Eastertide. 


On Sunday morning, March 4, the Rev. 
Roland L. Rupp, formerly pastor of Trinity 
Chureh, Millersburg, Penna., was installed 
as pastor of Faith Chureh, Baltimore, Md. 
The Rev. A. S. Weber, D. D., a former pas- 
tor of this congregation for 35 years, now 
retired, was in charge of the service and 
preached the sérmon. He was assisted by 
Elder Dr. Otto Sehmidt, member of the 
Classical Committee on Installation, and 
also a member of the congregation. The 
congregation present completely filled the 
Chureh auditorium. On Tuesday evening, 
Mareh 6, the members of Faith Church 


gave a reception to their newly installed 
pastor and his wife. The social room of 
the Church was beautifully decorated for 
the occasion. A varied program was de- 
lightfully rendered. Elder F. W. Brun- 
dick, Vice-President of the Consistory, was 
in charge and introduced the following 
speakers: Dr. A. 8. Weber, Dr. John Barn- 
hart, Rev. James Riley Bergey, Mrs. A. S. 
Weber, Miss Matilda Brundick, Miss 
Arndt, Mr. Henry Kluck and the pastor. 
Seven of the Reformed Church pastors 
of Baltimore were present. The members 
of this congregation carried on the work 
necessary during the pastoral vacancy in 
a loyal manner, and both pastor and people 
seem to be happy and hopeful about the 
newly consummated union. 

The Young People’s League, of Myers- 
town, Pa., Church, Rev. David Lockart, 
pastor, presented H. Augustine Smith’s 
sacred pageant, ‘‘The Light of the 
World,’’ on February 26th, to an audience 
that filled the Chureh and required some to 
stand. The evening audiences during Jan- 
uary, February and the first two evenings 
of March have averaged more than 250. 
The Young People’s League observed Par- 
ents’ Night March 11th, with a fine pro- 
gram and 84 in attendance. The League 
presented Mrs. David Lockart with a 
beautiful basket of daffodils as a token of 
their appreciation of her work as director 
of their pageant. Mr. 8. T. Yost has sub- 
seribed for a Life Membership in Memor- 
iam in the Women’s Missionary Society of 
General Synod for the late Mrs. Maggie 
Yost. Mr. Jonathan Swope, President of 
the Fredericksburg National Bank, has 
been elected President of the Board of 
Trustees of the congregation. A fine new 
heating system has been installed in the 
parsonage with a Weil-McLein automatic, 
self-feed and control hot water boiler. The 
pastor has, in recent weeks, preached in 
Calvary Church, Philadelphia, St. Mark’s 
Church, Lebanon, addressed the Women’s 
Club of Myerstown, and the Adult Bible 
Class of Trinity Union Sunday School, 
Bechtelsville. 


Following the lead in a recent editorial 
of ‘‘The Messenger,’’ that many Church 
members are not able to give an intelligent 
reason why they are Protestants and not 
Roman Catholies, Rev. H. H. Rupp, of 
Lewisburg, Pa., on Sunday morning, Mar. 
11, discussed before his congregation the 
subject, ‘Why Are We Protestants?’’? The 
congregation was well pleased with the 
subject-matter presented, the college grad- 
uates in the congregation especially declar- 


ing that the matter was not only ‘‘well-. 


put, but decidedly informing.’’? On Thurs- 
day evening of the same week, at the re- 
quest of the program committee of the Ro- 
tary Club, who were present at the Sunday 
morning services, Rev. Mr. Rupp presented 
the same subject before the Rotary Club 
at their weekly meeting, and again aroused 
the deep interest of that body. There is 
no doubt about it—this is a lively ques- 
tion, and it promises to become even live- 
lier as we approach the Presidential elec- 
tion. The people are interested in the 
matter, and it is up to the pastors to give 
their people an intelligent understanding 
of the meaning of Protestantism. Last 
December, Rev. Mr. Rupp preached a ser- 
mon on ‘‘Luther and the Reformation,’’ 
and another on ‘‘Zwingli and the Re- 
formed Church,’’ which not only delighted 
the congregation, but proved an excellent 
preparation for the one on ‘‘Why Are We 
Protestants???’ 


The 25th anniversary of First Church, 
Greensboro, N. C., Rev. Harvey A. Fesper- 
man, pastor, was observed on Mar. 4, Dr, 


Charles E. Schaeffer delivered the anni- - 


versary sermon in the morning and in the 
evening greetings were given by Dr. C. H. 
Rowland and Rey. M. 8. Hinkle, on behalf 
of the Churches and ministers of the city, 
and addresses were made by Rey. Dr. J. C. 
Leonard, Rev. J. D. Andrew and Rev. Shu- 
ford Peeler. This congregation was or- 


ganized by Dr. Leonard and Rey. Mr. An- 
drew with 17 members; the 9 charter mem- 
bers still connected with the Church are: 
Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Troxler, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. T. Plott, Mr. and Mrs. John H. Low, 
Mrs. T. G. Lowe, W. A. Greeson, and Miss 
Mamie Clapp. The first pastor was Rey. 
Mr. Peeler, who served the Church for 12% 
years. The first service was held in the 
temporary Chapel on Oct. 4, 1903, after 
having held services in the First Christian 
Church on Sunday afternoons for the first 
three months. The Sunday School was 
organized on that Sunday with an en- 
rollment of thirty members. The present 
building was completed and dedicated Nov. 
1, 1906, Rev. Dr. J. C. Clapp preaching the 
dedicatory sermon. Rey. Mr. Peeler re- 
signed to organize a congregation at Char- 
lotte, and Rev. Dr. A. D. Wolfinger became 
pastor Jan. 1, 1916, resigning on June 1, 
1918, to become President of Catawba Col- 
lege. Rev. F. R. Lefever became pastor 
for 2 years until the present pastor took 
up the work Mar. 1, 1921. The member- 
ship at that time was 110, and today num- 
bers 375. 


A LETTER FROM LONDON 
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J. Henry Cartwright moved an amendment 
asking Conference in view of the diverg- 
ence of opinion between the two sessions 
and the many difficulties involved, to re- 
mit the whole question to a committee, 
directing it to explore the possibility of 
suggesting such arrangement as should se- 
cure larger opportunities for the exercise 
of the gifts of consecrated women in the 
service of Christ, and the recognition of 
a diaconate of women in the ministry of 
the Church. A woman representative 
claimed to express the feeling of the rank 
and file when she said that women were 
not wanted in the ordained ministry. She 
was in favour of women local preachers, 
but asked Conference to hesitate before 
giving them ordained status. In the 
Women’s Missionary Auxiliary candidates 
signed a declaration that they would not 
marry for five years, but frequently they 
married in the first year. On the other 
hand, the Secretary to the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Auxiliary declared that she could 
give the names of five women who wished 
to be ordained, and deplored the lack of 
opportunity. Dr. Maltby, the ex-President, 
said that the needs of the age peremptorily 
demanded the presence of women in the 
ministry. Addressing row upon row of 
men, he said, ‘‘You are not a qualified as- 
sembly to judge of the suitability of 
women for the ministry. Let us behave 
like a Church that lives on principles, and 
does not starve on precedents. Let us 
admit women. We should not keep them 
in a subordinate order, for that is what the 
diaconate really means. Women are 
equally as gifted as men. Let us honour 
them.’’ The amendment was carried by 
239 votes to 209. Over 100 delegates were 
absent or did not vote. Thus the question 
of women being eligible for the Wesleyan 
ministry is postponed. There is little 
doubt that soon or late it will be settled in 
their favour. 


New York Greets Old York 


During bygone centuries York and its 
glorious Cathedral have witnessed wonder- 
ful spectacles. But never, surely, writes 
Canon Solloway, have the Minster City 
and the whole diocese been so profoundly 
moved as during the great week of the 
celebrations in commemoration of the an- 
niversary of the founding of the Minster 
and the baptism by Bishop Paulinus of its 
royal founder, King Edwin of Northum- 
bria, 1,300 years ago. For the first time ~ 
in history the Archbishop of Canterbury 
took part in a service in the Minster, Four 
other Archbishops—York, Dublin, Caleutta — 
and the Eastern Orthodox Churech—and 
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also 19 Bishops, representing England, 
Scotland and Ireland, joined in the cele- 
brations. Pilgrims came to the city from 
all directions and throughout the week 
there were immense assemblages. Specially 
notable and weleome were the presence 
and utterances of the Bishops of New 
York, Dr. Manning, and Western New 
York, Dr. Brent. Dr. Manning, who 
preached, rejoiced in the privilege of 
bringing to the Archbishop and clergy, the 
Lord Mayor and Corporation, and all in 
“fold York’’ a message of glad felicita- 
tions from the city of the new world which 
bore their name, and from their brethren 
of the Protestant Episcopal Chureh in the 
United States of America. ‘‘We are one 
with you in faith and fellowship,’’ he con- 
tinued. ‘‘The Church of England is our 
spiritual mother, and we glory in her long 
history, even as you do.... We.in America 
are joined to you in old England, and to 
our brethren in the English-speaking 
world, by ties which are of God’s own or- 
dering and which no man may put as- 
under. We remember with deep and last- 
ing appreeiation the visit of your Arch- 
bishop to America at the time of our en- 
trance into the World War, and the mes- 
sage he brought to us at that great 
moment. I shall never forget the scene in 
our New York Cathedral as the Archbishop 
stood up to preach there, and the feeling in 
that vast assembly as he announced for his 
text the words, ‘And they beckoned unto 
their partners, which were in the other 
ship, that they should come and help 
them.’ ’? 

Going on to refer to the question of the 
reunion, Dr. Manning spoke some notable 
words. He said: ‘‘It is for the Anglican 
Chureh to show far more fully than she 
has yet done, by the breadth of her sacri- 
fice and by still greater freedom in her 
worship, that the truth that Catholics em- 
phasize and the truth that Protestants em- 
phasize are not contradictory but comple- 
mentary, that each Church needs the other 
for its own enrichment and completion, 
and that both are needed for the full 
power and life of the Chureh.’’ He ap- 
pealed to all Churches, Reformed and 
Catholic alike, to ask themselves whether 
there is not some means by which they can 
show a common front to the world. Dr. 
Brent’s sermon, listened to by representa- 
tives of all the Free Churches in the city, 
was a powerful plea for a new missionary 
outlook and a fresh presentation of the 
Gospel free from racial bias. His closing 
words were: ‘‘Learn to look upon every 
Christian of whatever name, and especially 
if he belongs to a communion of which you 
have little knowledge, as a brother.’’ 


Prayer Book and Parliament 


The British Parliament is expected quite 
soon to decide the fate of the much-dis- 
cussed Revised Prayer Book. It has the 
backing of every constituted authority of 
the Church, though, of course, the voting 
of the various bodies has not been unani- 
mous. The LEeclesiastical Committee of 
Parliament, by 21 to 5, decided that the 
measure does not prejudicially affect the 
constitutional rights of the King’s sub- 
jects, and sent it back to the National 
Church Assembly’s Legislative Committee, 
. who will present it to the House of Com- 

mons. At their coronation British sover- 
eigns take an oath ‘‘to maintain the Prot- 
estant Reformed Religion established by 
law,’’ and the Aet of Settlement indicates 
the general lines of the National Church. 
If these had been radically altered by the 
new Prayer Book then, (the ‘‘Times points 
out), the Committee would have been 
bound to advise the rejection of the meas- 
ure. The main objection that they had to 
consider was the charge that the proposed 
alterations tend towards an approximation 
of the doctrines of the Chureh of England 
to those of the Church of Rome. The de- 
liberate judgment of the Committee is that 
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no such change has been made, and that 
there is in the Deposited Book no change 
of doctrine of constitutional importance 
and nothing to modify the purport of the 
Coronation Oath.. It is curious that one of 
His Majesty’s highest officers of State, the 
Home ‘Secretary, Sir W. Joynson-Hicks, 
and a member of the Episcopal bench, Dr. 
Pollock, of Norwich, have been the two 
most active and persistent opponents of 
the Revised Prayer Book, calling upon 
Parliament to reject it. The Venerable 
Dr, James M. Wilson, formerly Archdeacon 
of Manchester, who is in his 92nd year, 
shrewdly points out that the two reasons 
““Jix’’? (as the Home Secretary is familiar- 
ly called) urges against the Book—that it 
permits a change in doctrine and gives no 
guarantee against further changes—are 
both grounds for accepting it. ‘‘The doc- 
trines of religion have ehanged much in 
past centuries, are changing still, and are 
likely to continue to change. Nothing 
stands still. Christianity was not fixed in 
in the first century, or in the fourth, or in 
the 16th, and will not be fixed in 
the 20th. But the Prayer Book of an Es- 
tablished Church must be in greater har- 
mony with the living Church of the time.’’ 
Whether the changes possible under the 
New Prayer Book are for the good of the 
Chureh is a totally different question, 
which it is for Parliament to decide. ‘‘To 
reject the Measure on the Home Secre- 
tary’s grounds is to condemn the Church 
to unchangingness,’’?’ says Dr. Wilson, 
‘‘and that is death in its present form.’’ 
One cannot but admire the open mind and 
progressive spirit of this acute nonoge- 
narian. 


SOMETHING A MINISTER LEARNED 
IN 35 YEARS 


1. When the telephone salutes him with 
‘“Brother,’’ he knows a new movement 
wants a collection in Church. 

2. The greater the show at weddings 
and funerals the smaller the fees. 

3. Dull listeners to the Gospel of Provi- 
dence are good players at games of chance. 

4, The best way to respect a man who 
wants a testimonial is to turn him down. 

5. The more a man blows about himself 
the sooner he blows away. 

6. Soft soapers are a dirty crew. 

7. When the weather keeps young folks 
home—they lie. 

8. Some mourners come to Chureh once 
after the funeral, 

9. Talking constantly is a good way to 
show how little you know. 


—First Reformed Church ‘‘Herald,’’ 
Washington, D. C. 


WHAT IS YOUR RELIGION WORTH 
TO YOU? 


Roy E. Leinbach 


This is a question pregnant with tre- 
mendous practical import. Some perhaps 
rarely, if ever, permit themselves time to 
ponder so personal a question. They have 
their religion, and seem satisfied with it— 
let come what may, they say they will never 
forsake it. This is as it should be. More- 
over, since theirs is the religion of Christ 
—the only perfect religion—all the more 
is there reason why, though having the 
whole world proffered in exchange for it, 
they should not barter it away. Its worth 
exceeds the world’s best price. 

But unsearchable as are the riches of 
this religion to which we lay claim, and 
for the preservation of which some of us 
would gladly lay down our lives, the per- 
sonal question, ‘‘What Is My Religion 
Worth to Me?’’, deserves a _ personal 
answer, 

What is it worth to you as you face 
the great change and contemplate the ap- 
proach of the day that for you shall repre- 
sent the boundary line between time and 
eternity? Moved by the emptiness and 


insufficiency of man-made opinions, you 
hasten to declare your unalterable convic- 
tion that your religion is the one and only 
remedy. You want no guess for a dying 
pillow! 

What is it worth to you in sorrow, as 
with tear-stained face you watch your 
darling slip from your presence—the next 
moment to enter the shady portals of ‘‘the 
dim unknown?’’ Vain, then, are the best 
efforts of those we cherish as friends or 
embrace as kin. Strong above the voices 
of eager comforters is the sound of a voice 
that flies to your broken heart as a bird 
to its sanctuary. It is the voice of your 
religion—the Christ Who says: ‘‘ He is not 
dead; but sleepeth!’’ Oh! Comfort divine, 
how priceless! 


What is it worth to you in character 
building? What ‘‘fightings and fears 
within, without!’’ Yet with the Psalmist 
you sing, ‘‘Out of them all the Lord has 
delivered me.’’ Alone, with nought but 
human weapons, vain is the hope of vie- 
tory. Infinitely precious, then, is that re- 
ligion, which not only keeps one from 
falling, but sets one in a high place. 

But what is your religion worth in the 
much more common and numerous experi- 
ences which we look upon as being small 
and relatively insignificant, and which 
arise out of relationships with others? 
These relationships involve the acts and 
spirit of giving and receiving—not of 
money, but of LIFE—life as it is revealed 
in sympathy or cruelty, love or hate, 
burden bearing or burden-making. Is your 
religion effective here? Impossible as it 
may seem, some men under the very ban- 
ner of religion itself are responsible for 
such conduct toward others as, in the very 
nature of the case, acts as a_ barrier 
against the magnetic and solicitous touch 
of the Master. Strange, isn’t it, that we 
so eagerly place in His hands the big 
things, and just as eagerly withhold from 
Him the little things? Upon what grounds 
—and the inquiry is a valid one—can we 
be sure that closing the door of our hearts 
against Him in little things, we shall find 
Him standing, ready to enter, when we 
are face to face with the great and 
momentous things? Ah, fellow believers, 
if your religion is worth anything in some 
things, it ought to be worth everything in 
all things! 

What is it really worth to you? 


“EVENTUALLY, WHY NOT NOW?’’ 

The editorial on this subject in the 
“‘Messenger’’ of March 8th has called 
forth a number of responses, which indi- 
eate the genuine interest in this matter. 
A prominent pastor of Eastern Synod 
writes the following, under date of March 
12th: 

Dear Dr. Leinbach: 

One of my ‘‘leading elders’’ walked 
nine squares through the snow the other 
morning in order to call my attention to 
the editorial in last week’s ‘‘ Messenger,’’ 
‘‘Hventually, Why Not Now?’’ He 
heartily approves of your ‘‘impatience.’’ 
Needless to say, my approval thoroughly 
coincided with his. 

Why is it that a thing considered so de- 
sirable that men holding high offices in the 
Chureh will travel long distances to dis- 
cuss it, as to Lausanne, Switzerland, and 
will spend several days at our Seminary in 
Laneaster talking about it and praying for 
it—why is it that a thing so desirable as 
that should be so slow in being accom- 
plished? Certainly, whenever the Church 
has desired anything else only half so 
earnestly as it desires ‘‘Church union,’’ it 
has always obtained its desires. What is 
preventing the Church from fulfilling this 
desire? 

Is it because those who are praying for 
it and hoping for it are not really anxious 
to have their prayers answered and their 
hopes realized? I know that such charges 
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have been made. They 
‘“whispered in the pews.’’ I am loath to 
believe them. And I am especially unable 
to believe them after reading again, as I 
did today, the reports of the two Commis- 
sions of General Synod charged with these 
matters, viz., ‘‘The Report of the Commis- 
sion on Closer Union of the Churches,’’ 
and the ‘‘ Report of the Committee of Fif- 
teen on Closer Union,’’ as they appear in 
the Minutes of General Synod of 1926, 
pages 81 and 82. The character of the 
men, ministers and elders, composing these 
commissions is such as to make me believe 
that any charge of insincerity hurled 
against them is altogether wide of the 
mark. 

Nevertheless, General Synod referred to 
the enlarged Commission on Closer Union 
of the Churches the overture from North 
Carolina Classis ‘‘looking toward union 
with the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America, and the Reform- 
ed Church in America,’’ and the overture 
of ‘‘The Philadelphia Classis of Similar 
Import.’’ Evidently, General Synod ex- 
pects something to be done. 

Is anything being done? From the tone 
of your editorial (and you ought to know), 
it would appear that nothing is being done. 
Nearly two years have passed since Gen- 
eral Synod met, and another meeting is in 
sight. When it comes in May, 1929, shall 
it again appear that all the labors of the 
enlarged Commission during the past three 
years have brought forth another 
“‘mouse?’?’? If so, then perhaps the 
‘“natience of the parsons’’ will cease to 
be a virtue, and rightly so. 

But perhaps those having these matters 
in hand really believe that ‘‘the time is 
not ripe,’’? and so on, as you intimate in 
your editorial. If so, let us put it to a 
test. Let us take a vote. Let the Com- 
mission meet, draw up a plan, and submit 
it to the Classes for consideration this 
Spring. Then perhaps we will know whe- 
ther the Church really desires ‘‘union,’’ or 
whether we have been hoping and praying 
for it with our tongue in our cheeks. 

And in order that the test may be fair, 
let us be practical. Let us take one step, 
and only one step, at a time. Perhaps the 
very size of the job has prevented action 
hitherto. We have been wanting to unite 
all the Protestant Churches, or all the 
Churches ‘‘holding the Presbyterian Sys- 
tem,’’—quite a leap, and the very size of 
it has made us afraid to venture. Well, 
let us take the first step first. Let us pro- 
pose union, let us say, with the Reformed 
Church in America. It is the nearest to us, 
having the same form of government, the 
same creed, and to a certain extent, the 
same historical origins, both Churches at 
one time reporting to the Synod of Hol- 
land. Moreover, we have about the same 
membership, and, therefore, there would 
be no danger of either denomination 
““swallowing’’ the other, which has so 
often been the bug-a-boo of Church union. 
Surely, if we can unite with any Church, 
we can unite with that Church. Let us 
try it. Cordially yours, 


have been 


(2) One of the most eminent ecclesiasti- 
cal statesmen ‘of the Presbyterian Church, 
and one of the most active members of the 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, writes the 
following, under date of March 13: 

Dear Dr. Leinbach: 

I thank you for a copy of ‘‘The Re- 
formed Church Messenger’’ of March 8 
with your editorial on the meeting of the 
Western Section of the Alliance at Lan- 
easter. I, too, was disappointed that more 
definite steps regarding union were not 
taken. However, I do not understand that 
nothing was done. I have not yet received 
the minutes, but my memory is that the 
question was referred to the Executive 
Committee with the understanding that it 
would take into definite consideration the 
question whether the time has not come 
for maugurating some definite action. 

I share your conviction that ‘‘the time 


to begin is now.’’ At the first meeting of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Chureh in the U. S. A., which I attended 
as a young minister, over forty years ago, 
there was an interesting discussion of the 
question of union with the Southern Pres- 
byterian and Reformed Churches, and just 
as it appeared that a definite proposal 
might be made, a few honored and be- 
loved brethren arose and said in substance: 
‘«Brethren, let us not go too fast; union 
iy indeed desirable and it will come in 
God’s good time, but let us avoid haste. 
This is too weighty a matter to be hurried- 
ly pressed.’’ So nothing was done. A like 
question has come up at various meetings 
of General Assemblies and Synods since 
then, only to be pushed along in the same 
way. Most of the commissioners to that 
General Assembly more than forty years 
ago have passed away, and still every time 
the question comes up honored and beloved 
brethren, who themselves favor union, lift 
timid hands when definite action is pro- 
posed and make the same cautious remarks 
that I heard when I was a young minister 
a generation ago. I feel strongly that 


something ought to be done without 
further delay. ‘‘Eventually, Why Not 
Now??? 


Cordially yours, 


(In regard to the first letter, it is proper 
to say, we think, that our own Church has 
been readier to move in these matters than 
those with whom eloser union might be 
contemplated. We do not believe, for ex- 
ample, there has been a time for many 
years when we would not have weleomed 
closer union with the Reformed Church in 
America, but that body has apyeared to 
remain ‘‘static,’’? so far as any practical 
action is concerned.—Ed.) 


A DISPATCH FROM FLORIDA 


Winter Haven, Fla.. Mar.—(Special to 
the ‘‘ Reformed Church Messenger.’’) 


Sunday, Mareh 11, was ‘‘Tourist Sun-: 


day’’ at the First Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, and the State of Pennsyl- 
vania carried off practically all the honors 
of the occasion. Not only did the Key- 
stone State have the largest number of 
representatives of any of the States pres- 
ent at both the Sunday School session and 
the evening service, but Pennsylvanians 
had the leading parts on the program. The 
main address at the Sunday School session, 
attended by 500 persons, was given by 
Rev. W. T. Brundick, former pastor of 
Calvary Church, Turtle Creek, Pa., who 
is wintering in a neighboring city, Lake- 
land. Rev. Mr. Brundick also taught the 
large Oxford Club Men’s Bible Class, and 
in the evening preached an able sermon on 
‘“‘The Potter and the Clay,’’ to an audi- 
ence of nearly 500 people. 

Dr. John C. Bowman, President emeritus 
of the Theological Seminary at Lancaster, 
Pa., came over from Lakeland in the after- 
noon and attended the evening service, giv- 
ing the invocation and hearing his former 
pupil preach. 

Dr. A. E. Burrows, a retired M. E. min- 
ister from Pittsburgh, Pa., taught the 
Men’s Brotherhood Bible Class, and Mrs. 
Burrows read the Seripture Lesson in the 
Sunday School. Mrs. 8S. F. Meeser, of 
Philadelphia, sang a solo. Revs. Brundick 
and Bowman were entertained while here 
by Mr. and Mrs. Russell N. Haas, formerly 
of Middelburgh and Shamokin, Pa., and 
the article en the services was written for 
the daily paper by Mr. Haas, who is the 
editor. While 36 other States were repre- 
sented in the service, Pennsylvania seemed 
to have things her own way. The sermon 
by Rev. Mr. Brundick was well received. 
Mrs. Brundick and their nephew, Edward 
Ditzler, son of the late Rev. J. A. Ditzler, 
of Meyersdale, Pa., accompanied Rev. Mr. 
Brundick and Dr. Bowman. 

The Methodist congregation here has a 
membership of 650, being the largest 
Church in the city, and a Sunday School 


with an average attendance of 450 in the 
winter and 350 in the summer. Mr. Haas, 
who was confirmed in the First Reformed 
Church, Middleburgh, Pa., by Rev. J. F. 
B. Griesemer, is a member of the Board of 
Stewards of the congregation. About a 
score of former Reformed Church folk are 
actively engaged in the work of the con- 
gregation, most of them as members. 


AN APPEAL TO 150,000 CHURCHES 


The Federal Council of Churches in 
Christ in America earnestly hopes that 
every important Church in the United 
States and millions of Church members 
will share in the campaign in support of 
America’s making treaties with France 
and other leading nations to renounce war 
and to adopt peaceful substitutes for war 
in settling their disputes. 

If you approve the following Memorial, 
you are urged to sign it yourself and also 
to secure as many other signatures as pos- 
sible. All signers should be adult Ameri- 
can citizens. Names and addresses should 
be written very legibly. The signed 
Memorial should be returned to the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches (105 East 22nd 
Street, New York City) if possible before 
the end of March, 1928. 


A Memorial 


To the President and Senate of the 
United States of America: 


We, the undersigned citizens of the 
United States, profoundly believe that 
our Government should co-operate to 
the fullest possible extent with the 
other nations of the world in taking 
effective steps towards the subtsitu- 
tion of peaceful methods for those of 
force in the settlement of disputes 
between nations. 

We therefore heartily weleome the 
proposal of M. Briand that France and 
the Uited States shall make mutual en- 
gagements for ‘‘the renunciation of 
war as an instrument of national 
policy.’’ We rejoice that resolutions 
have been introduced into Congress 
giving that proposal practical form 
and that the Department of State is 
giving the whole question careful con- 
sideration. 


We Believe: 


1, That war should never again be re- 
sorted to by civilized nations as 
the means for settling disputes or — 
enforcing claims. ; 

2. That war, save for self defense 
against attack, should be outlawed 
and declared by the nations to be 
an international crime. j 

3. That the renunciation of war by 
treaties and solemn engagements 
should be undertaken between all 
the principal nations, adequate pro- 
vision being made for conciliation, 
mediation, arbitration, and judicial 
settlement. 

4, That such engagements constitute 
an essential measure in creating the 
spirit of mutual confidence which 
must precede a general movement 
for disarmament. 

5. That the settlement of every 
threatening dispute, whatever its 
nature, should be sought only by 
pacific means. 

6. That even regarding disputes which 
the nations involved may not be 
ready to submit to arbitration they 
should nevertheless accept pledges. 
not to resort to war. 


We therefore respectfully express to 
President Coolidge and the Senate our 
earnest hope and desire that suitable 
treaties may be negotiated and 
promptly iatified, with Franee ané@ 
other nations, renouneing war as— 
an instrument of public policy. | 
respectfully submit this appeal 
earnestly hope for early and favo 
action. 


> 
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A referendum on the Eighteenth Amend- 
ment would not be merely a waste of 
money—money does not seem to be of any 
value nowadays—but it would be as futile 
and empty a gesture as can be imagined. 
Nobody would be bound by it, nobody 
would be influenced by it, and after all the 
useless uproar was over and the money 
burned, everybody would be of the same 
opinion still and the Amendment would be 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Palm Sunday, April 1, 1928. 


Jesus the Suffering Messiah 
Mark 8:27-37. 


Golden Text: If any man come after 
Me, let him deny Himself, and take up his 
eross, and follow Me. Mark 8:34. 


Lesson Outline: 1. Confession. 2. Com- 
mission, 3. Consecration. 


During this second quarter we shall con- 
tinue our studies in Mark. Our first lesson 
takes us to Caesarea Philippi at a time 
when the career of Jesus was nearing a 
crisis. His relations to the seribes and 
Pharisees were strained to the breaking- 
point. And even the common people were 
losing their early enthusiasm. They still 
followed Jesus in multitudes, but not be- 
cause they were eager to hear His gospel 
of the kingdom. 


Thus Christ faced the hostility of the 
tulers and the apathy of the people. It 
became apparent that His Galilean minis- 
try was practically at an end. He had 
come to the turning-point of His brief 
career. Henceforth the road He must 
travel led to Gethsemane and Calvary. And 
Jesus steadfastly faced the sacrifice made 
inevitable by His love. Now He made fre- 
quent predictions of His impending death. 
His public ministries were few, and His 
further teaching was confined to the inner 
circle of His disciples. He was training 
them to carry on His work after His death. 

I, Confession. Jesus was not solicitous 
about the opinions of men. He had within 
Him the confident approval of God. And 
that was sufficient. It stamped His mes- 
sage and His ministry with the seal of 
eternity. Men might be against Him, but 
God was with Him. And with God failure 

is impossible. 

Yet, while Christ cared nothing for 
popularity, He yearned for disciples. He 
wanted men to understand His message 
and to accept His ministry. Hence the 
eager question, addressed to His followers 
and friends, ‘‘Who do men say that I 
am??? , 

Their reply clearly shows that, then as 
now, many men were puzzled and per- 
plexed by the towering personality of 
Jesus. They felt instinctivly that He was 
unlike any other man they knew, but they 
could not fathom His secret. Their an- 
swers were mere guesses at the truth— 
Elijah, the Baptist, One of the prophets! 
So it has been through the ages until now. 
The question will not down: who was this 
unparalled personality, so poor and yet so 
powerful; so humble and lowly and yet so 
holy that men saw God Himself in that 
face and form? And few unworthy, trifi- 
ing answers have been given to that great 
question. No sensible person today would 
say that Christ was a myth, or a dreamer, 
or an impostor. The best men freely pro- 
claim Him the greatest being who ever 
trod earth, even while they acknowledge 
their inability to label or explain Him. 


Then Jesus asked the disciples them- 
selves for their own conviction. ‘‘ But who 
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just where it is, lodged in the Constitution. 
No one can imagine any reason for pro- 
posing such a waste of energy unless Cap- 
tain Stayton wishes to convince the public 
that he is working hard and ex-Senator 
Wadsworth wants to go back to Washing- 
ton. Senator Edge is always ready to lend 
a hand on such occasions, and so is Dr. But- 
ler, but they alone know why.—The Com- 
monweal., 


say ye that I am?’’ Did they share the 
popular confusion and uncertainty or had 
their closer intimacy with Jesus led them 
into a deeper insight and truer apprecia- 


tion? It was a critical moment when the 
Master put that question to His disciples, 
for the whole future of His career depend- 
ed upon their answer. Peter acted as the 
spokesman of the Twelve. He said, ‘‘Thou 
art the Christ.’? His answer was clear 
and decisive. We must not, indeed, read 
into Peter’s confession more than it con- 
tains. Later, still greater and deeper an- 
swers were given to the question of Christ. 


Peter said, ‘‘Thou art the Messiah.’’ And 
that was a noble answer. It recognized 
the unique greatness of Jesus. It exalted 


Him as God’s Anointed One, sent to es- 
tablish His sovereignty and to set up His 
kingdom. 

Jesus accepted the great confession of 
the ardent Peter and bestowed warm praise 
upon him (Matthew 16:17). Doubtless it 
meant much to the Master. At that time 
of sifting, when many were falling away 
from Him, this little band of loyal friends 
understood Him. They saw the truth dimly 
and still had much to learn, but their 
spiritual apprehension of Jesus was suffi- 
cient to serve as a real foundation of the 
coming Church. And, therefore, the Lord 
said, ‘‘Thou art Peter, and upon this rock 
I will build my Chruch.’’ That rock was 
not Peter the man, but Peter the confessor. 
Such spiritual insight into the mission of 
Christ as Peter manifested underlies the 
very existence of the Church. And it con- 
ditions its continuance as an effective in- 
stitution for the promotion of God’s king- 
dom. The gates of Hades shall not pre- 
vail against it so long as it bears Peter’s 
testimony to Christ in its worship and 
work. 


And well might Jesus say to Peter, 
‘¢Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but My Father which is in heaven.’’ 
Not with his senses, but with his heart 
and soul Peter saw in Jesus the 
promised Messiah. The eye of flesh 
saw merely a man _ whose fortune 
was waning and whose fate was 
sealed. No one reasoning from material 
premises and measuring greatness and suc- 
cess by worldly standards, could have ar- 
rived at Peter’s conclusion. It required 
spiritual perception to see in this friend- 
less Galilean teacher God’s Anointed One, 
sent for the salvation of the world. Nor 
is it otherwise today! The heart is still 
the organ of spiritual knowledge, not the 
head. Not the learned and powerful and 
rich see God in Christ, but the pure in 
heart. Peter’s noble verdict has stood the 
test of nineteen centuries. Against much 
opposition it has steadily won its way to 
ever wider recognition. Will it ever be- 
come the universal testimony of all man- 
kind? Only if we who share Peter’s con- 
fession will vitalize it with a love as great 
as Christ’s. Not the logic of our creeds, 
but the loyalty of our lives will convince 
doubting men that Jesus is the Christ. 

II. Commission. In Matthews’ version 
of our lesson we find one interesting fea- 
ture that Mark omits (Matthew 16:19). 
There Christ, after Peter’s confession, en- 
trusts him with a great commission, ‘‘ And 
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I will give unto thee the keys of the king- 
dom of heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; 
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven.’’ Subsequently 
a similar commission was given to all the 
disciples (Matthew 18:18). Thus these 
first confessors of Christ were given places 
of great responsibility in the new spiritual 
commonwealth He had founded. They 
were to wield the keys of the kingdom. 
They and all their spiritual heirs and suce- 
cessors. 

We know how sadly and badly these 
great words of Jesus have been mininter- 
preted and abused by proud eeclesiasties. 
By them many a heretical saint has been 
barred from heaven, and many an orthodox 
sinner has been canonized. But the only 
key that unlocks heaven for men is the 
truth which Christ revealed, and not the- 
power arbitrarily claimed and exercised 
by popes and prelates. We wield that key 
when we proclaim the gospel of Christ in 
simplicity and with sincerity. Thus, 
throughout the ages, the Church is bidden 
to exercise spiritual authority. When men 
receive the gospel, they are loosed from 
sin and they become the heirs of eternal 
life. When men reject the gospel, they re- 
main in the bondage of sin and death. And 
that is the only way in which we widen the 
borders of God’s kingdom and increase its 
population. Not by force, but by fidelity 
to the truth that Christ revealed. 

III. Consecration. Peter’s noble con- 
fession had paved the way for a solemn 
and difficult lesson, even the lesson of the 
cross. That cross was a divine necessity 
for Jesus as well as for His disciples. It 
symbolized and summarized His entire life 
of humble service and sacrificial love. It 
was the cost of His Messiahship and their 
discipleship in a sinful world. He had al- 
ready tasted repudiation and persecution, 
and He expected martyrdom. The Twelve 
must be prepared for similar experiences 
in His great cause. So now, ‘‘He began 
to teach them, that the Son of man must 
suffer many things, and be rejected by the 
elders, and the chief priests, and the 
scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again.’’ Hitherto Jesus had said but 
little about that aspect of His redemptive 
ministry, but now ‘‘He spake the saying 
openly.’’ 

Peter, it appears, was totally unprepared 
for that difficult lesson, and quite unable 
to understand it. He understood full well 
that Jesus was the Messiah, but that meant 
power and glory, conquest and coronation. 
That the true Messiah, God’s representa- 
tive on earth, must needs suffer and die 
seemed utterly preposterous and incredible 
to the ardent confessor. ‘‘And Peter took 
Him, and began to rebuke Him.’’ But his 
blind remonstrance was met by a severe re- 
buke. The Master’s reply was lke that 
He made to the devil in the story of His 
temptation, because, unwittingly, Peter 
was now playing the role of the tempter. 
He, too, was luring the Messiah from the 
path of the Son of God to the paths trod- 
den by the children of men; from self- 
denial for love’s sake to self-indulgence 
and self-aggrandisement; from love, which 
is the power of God unto salvation, to sel- 
fishness, which is the source of every sin. 

Christ’s demand remains forever true. 
‘‘If any man will come after Me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow Me.’’ Discipleship does mean the 
confession that Jesus isthe Christ. But 
without consecration that confession is 
meaningless and powerless. And conse- 
eration means a devotion to His cause 
whose cost is service and sacrifice and self- 
denial. Peter is not the only disciple who 
found that ultimate truth is difficult. Yet 
only as we learn it shall we find our way 
into Christian manhood and life eternal, 
for ‘‘whosoever shall lose his life for My 
sake and the gospel’s shall save it.’’ And 
only as we practice it, and, thus, teach it 
to others, shall we establish God’s king- 
dom among men, 
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THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rey. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


April First—What Happens When Young 
People Dare to Follow Christ? 
Luke 9:57-62. 

The series of topics for the month of 
April are intended to emphasize the daily 
life of the Christian, for, after all, the 
daily life is the spiritual thermometer 
which registers the degree of Christianity 
which a person possesses. Religion is not 
so much a matter of creed, of ritual and of 
the outward observances of religious re- 
quirements as it is the putting of the spirit 
of Christ into one’s daily life. Our re- 
ligion must become a habit with us which 
forms the controlling spirit of all we say 
and do. 

This is Palm Sunday, the day on whica 
the Christian Church celebrates the tri- 
umphant entry of Christ into Jerusalem to 
take possession of His Kingdom. Great 
erowds followed Him. There were old men 
and women and little children who sang 
Hozannas to His name. There were also 
young people who dared to follow Him that 
day. In commemoration of such a great 
historical event it is fitting to consider 
the theme: ‘‘What happens when young 
people dare to follow Christ?’’ 

Now, to follow Christ means to identify 
oneself with His purpose and ideals. In 
our Scripture lesson three types of follow- 
ers are brought to our notice. The one was 
an emotionalist. In the blush and bloom of 
his first enthusiasm he exclaimed, ‘‘I will 
follow Thee whithersoever Thou goest.’’ 
It was a fine and splendid declaration, but 
he had forgotten the price which one must 
pay to be a real follower of Christ. Jesus 
observed this and said, ‘‘The foxes have 
holes and the birds of the heaven have 
nests, but the Son of man hath not where 
to lay His head.’’ There are many who 
are willing to follow Jesus for the trophies 
and rewards which they may obtain. There 
are many who are willing to follow Jesus 
for earthly eomforts and luxuries. The 
weakness of our modern appeal for follow- 
ers of Christ is that we make it too easy. 
Religion is presented like a lotus garden, 
a paradise of rest, where the softer and 
more flabby features of life are indulged 
in. Jesus never presented His religion as 
a comfortable thing. Following Him 
meant resolute hardship. It meant aus- 
terity and self-denial and the practice of 
those virtues which would put iron into 
the blood. 

Another was asked to follow Jesus, but 
he said, ‘‘Lord, suffer me first to go and 
bury my father. He was one of those 
charaeters who allow other things to stand 
in the way of following Christ. Some- 
times there is an apparent conflict of du- 
ties, and one would think that one’s duties 
to one’s earthly father would take primary 
place in the order of duties. But following 
Jesus allows nothing else to take first 
place. This man was unfortunate in using 
the word first. A man could follow Jesus 
and still bury his father and render all hig 
filial duties towards his parents. ‘‘Seek 
ye first the Kingdom and all other things 
shall be added.’? 

So a third one said, ‘‘I will follow Thee, 
Lord, but first suffer me to bid farewell 
to them that are at my house.’’ This man 
wanted to put the thing off until he had 
had a good time with his friends. There 
are many such who postpone the day of 
their allegiance with Christ until they 
have had a good time. Then when their 
nerves are racked and their strength is 
gone and when they have no more pleasure 
in riotous living they are perfectly willing 
to turn to Christ and follow Him. It is 
very pathetiethat a person should want to 
give the world the choicest and best years 
of life and then when the world has lost 
its appeal, to give Jesus the fag end. 

The word dare in our topie implies an 
attitude of conviction and an act of cour- 
age. After all, it is the will that plays the 
most important part in one’s decision to 


follow Christ. There are those who say 
that they do not feel like it. Now, if we 
were to be governed in all things by our 
feelings we would not get on very far in 
the world. One searcely feels like getting 
up in the morning and if one were to give 
way to this feeling he would stay in bed 
all day. But to arouse oneself and to dis- 
cipline one’s nature is one of the supreme 
elements of personality, and which always 
makes for strength and power in our life. 
There are those who say that they do not 
know enough; they do not understand the 
Christian religion. They forget that a 
follower of Christ is called a ‘‘disciple’’ 
and a disciple means a learner, It is not 
necessary to know everything. Religion is 
more a matter of heart than of the head, 
and consequently people should not hesi- 
tate to follow Christ because they do not 
as yet understand all the doctrines and the 
duties of our religion. Some of the choicest 
saints are those that have never heard 
some of those high-sounding words and 
phrases which theologians and _philoso- 
phers have coined through the centuries. 
But a true follower of Christ will seek to 
know more and more. He will use his in- 
tellect as well as his heart and will seek 
to love the Lord with his mind and heart 
and soul and strength. 

When young people dare to follow Christ 
it will enlist them in practical service. 
They will be doing the things that Christ 
did and that He wants them to do. Jesus 
went about doing good and His followers 
will want to be doers and not hearers only. 
Young people can give Him the best of 
their lives. They ean throw the full 
strength of their youth into the service of 
their Master. What qualifications they 
have for service! They have ability, cour- 
age, faith, the spirit of adventure. They 
are willing to take risks and stake all. 
They can do something that is really worth 
while. They can render the very best type 
of service actuated by the spirit of un- 
selfishness. Now, when an old person be- 
comes a follower of Jesus it is almost al- 
ways with a selfish thought in mind of 


‘getting a final reward. That is one of the 


mean features in old people giving them- 
selves to Christ. But the young have a 
life to live. They are not thinking of the 
end and of the reward that awaits them. 
They are in a position to render the purest, 
the most unselfish service for Christ, and 
this gives beauty and loveliness to their 
lives. ; 
Another thing that happens when young 
people dare to follow Christ is the progress 
which they make in their spiritual life. 
Statistics prove the fact that if persons 
accept Christ in their youth they make 
better and stronger Christians than if they 
wait until they are old. Somehow life is 
so organized that we never learn to do any- 
thing well if we have not learned to do it 
in our youth. No one ever becomes a 
really good musician or a good speaker or 
artist who has not turned to these things 
in the early plastie period of life. So it 
is with the Christian life. We must lay 
foundations deep and broad in the back- 
ground and basis of our life and then shall 
we find that it will come to beautiful ex- 
pression as we advance in years. Just as 
Jesus advanced in wisdom and stature and 
favor with God and man so young people 
who turn to Christ in their youth will grow 
in their religious life and advance from 
one stage into another. This makes for 
beautiful and all round Christian lives. 
When young people dare to follow Christ 
there will come an inexpressible joy into 
their lives. There is no real happiness in 
the world without Christ. Young people 


think they will have to deny themselves: 


so much when they become followers of 
Christ. They imagine they will have to be 
sober and somber and sour. To be pious 
they imagine they must be pale; to be 
saintly they must be sickly. But all that 
is false. 
with the Christian life throughout the 
Bible! Joy is one of the topmost fruits of 


See how often joy is associated - 
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the spirit. ‘‘For the joy that was set be- 
fore Him, Jesus endured the ecross.’’ The 
reward for service is entrance ‘‘into the 
joy of the Lord.’’ The highest joy always 
comes in following after the highest and 
best things. 
of joy will become full to overflowing. 

Many other things will follow when 
young people dare to follow Christ. ‘‘Eye 
hath not seen, ear hath not heard, nor hath 
it entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive’’ the things that God has in store 
for the people who accept Christ and dare 
to follow Him. 


THE CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 
THE UNIVERSITY OF 
PENNSYLVANIA 
The new building of the Christian Asso- 
ciation of the University of Pennsylvania 
will be officially opened and dedicated on 


OF 


So in following Jesus our cup . 


the evening of March 22nd, with Dr. S. — 


Parkes Cadman, President of the Federa- 
tion of Churches of Christ in America, 
making the principal address. 

During the week of March 22-30 a series 
of meetings will be held in the building 
for groups representing the different phases 
of work of the. Association. 
speakers at these meetings will be: Mrs. 
Helen Taft Manning, Prof. Rufus M. 
Jones, Dr. J. M. Artman, Dean Hawkes, 
Columbia University, Dr. M. Willard 
Lampe, The Hon. George Wharton Pepper, 
President Paul D. Moody, President Will- 
iam Mather Lewis. 

“‘Open House’’ will be observed every 
afternoon and the friends of the Associa- 
tion are invited to inspect this beautiful 
and useful building. 

This new home for the ‘‘ United Chureh 
Work on the Campus,’’ represents an in- 
vestment of over half a million dollars, and 
was made possible by the generous interest 
of students, faculty members, alumni, and 
over 4,000 friends in the Churches of Phila- 
delphia and vicinity. 

In addition to office-conference rooms for 
the 13 members of the staff, the new build- 
ing provides a very beautiful auditorium, 
lounges for men and women students, and 
faculty members, reception rooms and lob- 
bies, a study hall and club and meeting 
rooms, and an upper room to be used St 
clusively for devotional purposes, 

It is significant that the Board of Hames 
Missions of our own Church, at its last 
meeting, voted to appoint Rev. Clinton H. 
Ranek to full-time work for students it 
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Philadelphia and vicinity. His work cen- 
ters in the new building, but reaches out to 
the 20 and more schools in this vicinity of 
Philadelphia, and involves about 700 young 
people of the Reformed Church now en- 
rolled in them, 

As a united Chureh work the Christian 
Association is Chureh-centered and its en- 
tire Sunday program is conducted in con- 
nection with denominational campus 
Churches. 

In keeping with. the program of the 
Church, the Association seeks to cultivate 
a well-rounded religious interest. In the 


work of Dr. ‘‘Joe’’? McCracken, China, for- 
eign missionary interests find expression. 
Social service work is conducted by the 
Association in its University Settlement 
House, Summer Camps at Green Lane, for 
under-privileged boys and girls. In the 
International Students’ House, minister- 
ing to the representatives of 53 different 
countries, is found a unique Home Mission- 
ary project. 

While our Church has not been taking 
a very large part in this work thus far, 
plans are under way to extend it very 
greatly. 
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Home and Young Folks 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D. D. 


HOW TO LOVE MAN 


Text, Mark 12:31, ‘‘Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself.’’ 

Having spoken on ‘‘How to love God,’’ 
it is proper to speak on the companion sub- 
ject, ‘‘How to love man.’’ 

The two statements of our Saviour,— 
‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength,’’ and ‘‘Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself,’’—are often called the 
twin commandments. Jesus says, ‘‘On 
these two commandments the whole law 
hangeth and the prophets.’’ 

The essence of true religions is love to 
God and love to man. True love to God 
begets love to man. A Christian’s life re- 
volves, like the earth upon which he 
dwells, upon an axis with two fixed poles. 
That axis is love, and the two poles are 
God and man. 

St. Paul says: ‘‘Owe no man anything, 
save to love one another: for he that loveth 
his neighbor hath fulfilled the law.’’ Jesus 
said to His disciples: ‘‘A new command- 
ment I give unto you, that ye love one an- 
other.’? This is in harmony with the 
spirit of the Golden Rule: ‘‘All things 
therefore whatsoever ye would that men 


should do unto you, even so do ye also un- 
to them: for this is the law and the pro- 
phets.’’ 

Any one who loves his neighbor as him- 
self will have no trouble to keep the last 
six of the Ten Commandments, which teach 
us our duty to our neighbor. 

This duty begins at home—with love for 
your parents. If you love your parents as 
you should, you will honor them and thus 
keep the only commandment which has a 
promise attached to it, namely, the fifth 
commandment: ‘‘ Honor thy father and thy 
mother, that thy days may be long in the 
land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee.’’ 

At a funeral not long ago I saw a touch- 
ing sight, when a mother and son, who had 
not spoken with each other for a number 
of years, because of some misunderstand- 
ing, became reconciled and spoke with each 
other and wept together in a common sor- 
row. 

Children ought to love their parents. A 
little boy had a canary bird which he loved 
very much. His mother was taken ill, and 
the singing of the bird gave her great 
annoyance. The boy was told by his 
mother that his little bird gave her pain 
by its singing. He went at once and gave 
the bird away to his cousin, and then came 
home and told his mother that the canary 
would not disturb her any more, for he had 
given it to his cousin. ‘‘But did you not 
love it very much?’’ said the mother to 
him; ‘‘how could you part with it?’’ ‘‘It 
is true, I loved the bird, mother,’’ he re- 
plied, ‘‘but I love you much more. I could 


not really love anything that gave you 
pain.’’ 

That boy really loved his mother as 
much as he loved himself. Very often 
children are selfish and want their own 
way, no matter how much pain and grief 
they give their parents. I hope all of you 
will catch the spirit of this little boy, and 
that you will always love and honor your 
parents. 

The love spoken of in our text will also 
show itself between brothers and sisters 
in the home. One of the saddest stories 
that comes down to us through the cen- 
turies, from the beginning of the human 
race, is the hatred which Cain had for his 
brother Abel, which resulted in murder. 
St. John says in his first epistle: ‘‘For this 
is the message which ye heard from the 
beginning, that we should love one another: 
not as Cain was of the evil one, and slew 
his brother. And wherefore slew he him? 
Beeause his works were evil, and his 
brother’s righteous. ’’ 

How different is another story which 
comes down through the centuries. Once 
upon a time there were two affectionate 
brothers, who tilled the same farm. On a 
certain night, after the ingathering of the 
harvest, one of them said to his wife, ‘‘My 
brother is a lonely man, who has neither 
wife nor children; I will go out and earry 
some of my sheaves into his field.’’ It 
happened that on the same night the other 
brother said unto himself: ‘‘My brother 
has wife and children, and needs the har- 
vest more than I; I will carry some of my 
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sheaves into his field.’’ So the next morn- 
ing each had as many sheaves as before. 
And thus it happened night after night, 
until at length one moonlight night the 
brothers with their arms full of sheaves 
met midway face to face. And it is said 
that on the spot where they met the 
Temple was built, because it was believed 
to be the place where earth was nearest 
heaven. 

But the spirit of this commandment 
reaches out beyond the home to neighbors, 
and strangers, and even to enemies, Per- 
sons, as a rule, make too many distinctions 
in those whom they love. To them neigh- 
bor has its original meaning: one who lives 
near by. But we must remember that Chris- 
tianity has helped to make the whole 
world a neighborhood. The great world 
war called attention to this fact as noth- 
ing ever did before. Your neighbor 1n- 
cludes every human being without excep- 
tion. 

Another distinction that is often made is 
one of relationship. Some persons are so 
narrow as to say, ‘‘ What! assist the heath- 
en while I have poor relatives?’’ But, as 
a rule, such persons do nothing for the 
heathen and little, if anything, for their 
poor relatives. ; 

Others confine their charity to their own 
nation, but have no love for foreigners 
even if they are their next door neighbors. 
They call these foreigners by all kinds of 
names, which show anything but the Chris- 
tian love and consideration they ought to 
have for them. 

Others, again, love their friends and hate 
their enemies. The Jews understood the 
word neighbor to signify ‘‘thy friend.’’ 
Jesus took this up in His Sermon on the 
Mount, when He said: ‘‘Ye have heard 
that it was said, Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor, and hate thine enemy: but I say unto 
you, Love your enemies, and pray for them 
that persecute you; that ye may be sons of 
your Father who is in heaven: for He 
maketh His sun to rise on the evil and the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and the 
unjust. For if ye love them that love you, 
what reward have ye? do not even the 
publicans the same? And if ye salute your 
brother only, what do ye more than others? 
Do not even the Gentiles the same? Ye 
therefore shall be perfect as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.’’ ; 

Still others make their love for others 
depend upon the character of the latter. link 
Jesus had ministered only to the good, 
what would have become of the world? St. 
Paul writes to Timothy, ‘‘Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners.’’ 
Many a soul has been saved from sin and 
brought into the Christian life by the love 
.of a good Christian. 

It is said that when the story of West 
India slavery was told to the Moravians, 
and they were informed that it was im- 
possible to reach the slave population, be- 
cause they were so separated from the rul- 
ing classes, two Moravian missionaries 
offered themselves, and said: ‘‘We will go 
and be slaves on the plantations, and work 
and toil, if need be, under the lash, to get 
right beside the poor slaves and instruct 
them.’’ And they left their homes, went 
to West Indies, went to work on the plan- 
tations as slaves; and the slaves heard 
them, and their hearts were touched, be- 
cause they had humbled themselves to their 
condition. 

That is, perhaps, one of the finest ex- 
amples that can be found of the fulfilment 
of this commandment, ‘‘Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself,’’ unless it be that 
of the missionaries who labor among the 
lepers, and_sometimes sacrifice their lives 
through that dreaded disease, because of 
the love they have for their unfortunate 
brethren. 

The secret of such a great love for one’s 
fellowmen, or neighbors in the widest 
sense, is the love one has for God. If you 
want to know what St. John calls a person 
who says he loves God and hates his 
brother, read I John 4:20. 


Bible Thought This Week 


REAL PEACE:—Wisdom’s 

ways are ways of pleasant- 

ness, and all her paths are peace.—Pro- 
verbs 3:17. 


The Priceless Treasure and 


Most Precious Words 


Blanche Elizabeth Wade 


Once upon a time, in the field of a Japa- 
nese peasant, there lived happily enough, 
in the earth, an insect so small that he 
could harly be seen. But one day it seem- 
ed as though his happiness were about to 
come to an end; for a larger insect saw 
him, and gave chase, thinking to make a 
meal of him. 

“*Ah,’’? begged the tiny insect, ‘‘do not 
take away my life!’’ 

The larger insect halted a moment, and 
said: 

“*You are so small the world would not 
miss you.’’ 

To this the first insect replied: 

‘Tt is true that I am small, and I know 
I am not important to those who do not 
know me. I am so small that the peasant 
who owns this field probably would not be 
able to see me unless he stooped low and 
searched for me. He does not know that 
I exist. The only excuse I can make to 
you for my request is that I have in my 
possession, something as precious as the 
most precious treasure the Emperor him- 
self has.’? 

‘¢Your very words show that you think 
much of yourself,’’ said the larger insect. 
‘‘What and where is the valuable thing? 
Give it to me instantly! If you do not 
declare to me the true hiding-place, I shall 
destroy you! ’’ 

And he emphasized his words with so 
hard a pinch that the small insect begged 
again for mercy, and said: 

‘“Have I, then, hope that you will let me 
go if I name this treasure, and answer 
honestly??? 

‘An honest answer deserves a reward,’’ 
said the other, releasing his grip a little. 
‘*Yes, if you do not deceive me, I will let 
you go. What is it you have that you say 
is the equal of the Emperor’s priceless 
treasure?’’ 

‘‘The thing is Life,’’ replied the small 
insect. ‘‘It is hidden within me.’’ 

For a moment the large insect was too 
angry to speak, and it seemed as though 
he intended to devour the wee creature at 
once. 

‘«Spare me!’’ implored the little pris- 
oner. ‘‘The answer is the truth! What 
treasure could the Emperor have that is 
more precious than Life? Indeed, he 
gladly would part with anything else that 
he has, before he would give up Life! ’’ 

It was quite true, as the larger insect 
had to see; but he still felt as though the 
small insect had been playing him a trick. 
Still, a promise must be kept. So, rather 
sulkily, he said: 

‘Go before my wrath becomes too 
strong for me to keep within control! I 
cannot deny the truth of what you have 
said, but you very well know that your 
answer is not at all the sort I was ex- 
pecting.’’ 

‘‘Porgive me,’’ said the little insect. 
“‘You already have this greatest. of all 
treasures, and the longer you have it, the 
more may it inerease in value to you! 
That is my hearty wish. And now please 
let me thank you for sparing my life— 
Jt 

“*Say no more!’’ interrupted the larger 
insect. ‘‘Thanks are nothing!’’ 

‘<You are mistaken,’’ said the little in- 
sect. ‘Before I go, let me tell you that 


once, through-this very field, there passed 


| MarcH 22, 1928. 


a great Philosopher. He walked alone, but 
aloud he said many things that were 
running through his mind. It was from 
him that I learned the secret I prize next 
to the rare treasure of Life. Because you 
have kept your promise not to destroy me, 
I will reward you by telling you the se- 
cret.’? 

‘‘And what is that secret?’’? asked the 
larger insect. 

‘*The secret is the word that reaches up 
to Heaven,’’ was the reply. 

‘‘What is that wonderful word, then, 
and how do you know it will reach so 
far?’’ the large insect questioned. 

The other replied: 

‘*First let me tell you that the great 
Philosopher says aloud only such things 
as he knows are the truth. He is a wise 
scholar and has written many proverbs. 
Even the peasant knows them and recites 
them while at work in the rice-fields. The 
secret word is the word of thanks. The 
reason I know it reaches so far is because 
the Philosopher said so. The very words 
he used are these: ‘One word of thanks 
reaches up to Heaven.’ I wish that you 
could have heard him say that sentence, 
yourself. You would have felt the truth 
of it. It is because I felt the truth like a 
flash, that I then and there made up my 
mind never to neglect saying at least one 
word of thanks for everything I receive. 
I must, therefore, tell you that I thank you 
for sparing my life.’? And the small in- 
sect lingered no longer, but promptly dis- 
appeared with his treasure, which was as 
precious to himself as that of the Emperor. - 

No sooner was the little fellow safe than 
the larger insect fairly stamped the ground 
with all of his feet. How stupid of him 
to have lost so good a chance for a meal, 
he thought! And what had he in place 
of it? Nothing but two ideas! Mere 
words cannot satisfy hunger. He needed 
no Philosopher to tell him that! 

The angry insect was about to continue 
his search for food, and had made up his 
mind never again to listen to any words 
from any creature he was fortunate enough 
to catch, when suddenly he cried out in 
terror. He had barely time to dodge the 
lightning-like dart of the tongue of a Toad 
that also knew the feeling of hunger. But 
the Insect’s dodging had not entirely saved 
him. He had scurried into the hollow of a 
stone, and the hollow was so shallow that 
the Toad’s tongue easily could reach him. 

‘*Oh, spare me!’ cried the Insect. 

That rather amused the Toad. 

‘“You are droll, indeed,’’ he laughed. ‘I 
really believe you think yourself a great 
personage. Why, you are so insinficant 
that you can almost conceal yourself in 
that small hole in the stone! The world 
has not so much as heard of you, so it 
never would miss you.’’ 

‘*Oh, I know that is so,’’? said the In- 
sect; ‘‘but if you will spare me, I may 
some day be of real worth! ’’ : 

‘Not much chance of that!’’ eried the 
Toad. ‘‘What makes you think so??? 

‘‘T not only think so, but I know it!’?’ 
exclaimed the Insect, thinking quickly. 
‘*You see, I happen to have, in my posses- 
sion, a treasure so precious that it equals 
the Emperor’s most valued gem! ”? 

‘Show it to me!’’ demanded the Toad, 
‘‘Where is it??? And he hopped so near 
the stone that the Insect trembled. 

‘*Do not kill me!’’ he begged. ‘*Don’t 
you see that should you do so, you would 
gain nothing? You would know no more 
of this hidden treasure than you do now.’?’ 

‘‘Hidden, did you say?’’ queried the 
Toad. ‘‘Then I must not be too hasty, of 
course. If you do not show me the hiding- 
place, I shall make an end of you.’? 

‘Oh, honorable Toad,’’ cried the Insect. _ 
‘*Tf, then I declare to you the truth, mayI — 
dare to hope that you will let me go??? Sie 

‘‘Well,’? answered the Toad, after a _ 
little thought, ‘‘the thing you promise m 
not be true, but it is worth the risk. 
if you tell me the truth, you shall go 
and where is your treasure??? — 


———————— ee SS 
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‘«The priceless thing is Life,’’ said the 
Insect. ‘‘It is hidden within me.’’ 

The Toad was so dazed by the two short 
sentences that the Insect was wise to take 
advantage of the Toad’s motionless state 
by slipping out of the hole in the stone, 
and running up a twig of a bush to a place 
of safety; for when the Insect’s words 
had become things of meaning in the 
Toad’s slow brain, the great fellow was 
anything but motionless. 

“*You have tricked me!’’ he cried, giv- 
ing a sop at the stone, as he had not 
noticed the Insect’s escape, and now found 
the hole empty. 

“Here I am,’’ called the Insect. ‘‘I 
have kept my part of the bargain as I 
agreed to. I have not tricked you. My 
answer is the truth. Even the Emperor 
has no treasure more precious than Life. 
I value my treasure of Life above any- 
thing I have. What more can you want 
than Life? And you have it within you. 
You can better realize that when I now 
thank you from my heart for sparing my 
treasure. ’’ 

““What care I for your thanks?’’ cried 
the enraged Toad. ‘‘They count for noth- 
ing when, instead, I might have had a fat 
morsel to make me forget my hunger. Be 
off with you!’’ 

“*Not before I tell you something you 
ought to know,’’ said the Insect. ‘‘It isa 
fact that the world implores Heaven for 
many things. And often it seems as though 
Heaven has not so much as heard. But I 
have learned a secret. I know the word 
that is always heard there.’’ 

The Toad seemed to take no interest. 

‘*Pray, fofget your anger as well as your 
hunger awhile,’’ said the Insect. ‘‘My 
secert is worth your whole attention. I 
had as little interest as you, at first, I can 
assure you.’’ 

‘¢Well, what is it?’’ asked the Toad. 
““And how do you know it?’’ 

‘“Perhaps you will pay more attention if 
I answer your second question first,’’ said 
the Insect. ‘‘I know it because a small 
insect whose life I spared, as you have 
spared mine, told it to me, and he heard 
the great Philosopher himself say it. There- 
fore, it is true, and the wonderful secret 
is told in these eight words, ‘One word of 
thanks reaches up to Heaven.’ The small 
insect so clearly felt the truth of those 
words that he said he had made up his 
mind never to negelet saying at least one 
word of thanks for everything he might 
receive. I have thought over what he told 
me, and feel that he is right. I am sure 
it is important to make oneself heard by 
Heaven: so I thank you most earnestly for 
sparing my life!’’ 

By the time the Toad’s brain had taken 
in the meaning of the Insect’s words, he 
found himself alone; and since there was 
no one to whom he could make either rude 
or polite remarks upon the subject, he 
hopped to the bank of the stream that 
flowed lazily through the peasant’s field, 
where at least a few flies might be caught 
as they flew low near the surface of the 
water. 

But before the Toad was near enough to 
hide himself among the reeds, he heard 
a quick swish of wings. He had been seen 
by the enemy he dreaded most of all, the 
great Stork! 

‘*Oh, honorable Stork, spare me!’’ he 
eried. ‘‘I beg of you not to eat me!”’ 

‘¢But Iam hungry,’’ said the Stork. ‘‘T 
have had a long flight, and I choose to 
eat.’? 

“‘But do not eat me!’’ pleaded the Toad. 
‘‘Down yonder in the marsh are my 
cousins, the frogs. They are young and 
tender. There are many of them.’’ 

‘They would not think much of your 
family loyalty if they heard that,’’ said 
the Stork. ‘‘They will be better off with- 
out their traitorous kinsman.’’ 

The Toad had made that slow brain of 
his work quickly; so he cried: 

‘Ah, but there is one great reason why 
it will pay you to spare my life! I hap- 
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pen to have a treasure so precious that it 
can equal the Emperor’s dearest posses- 
sion. And besides, I know a word so won- 
derful that it reaches up to Heaven. I 
will tell you these secrets if you will let 
me go.’’ And the Toad began to puff him- 
self up and feel less trembly, remembering 
how his own willingness to learn those se- 
erets had given the Insect its freedom. 

Imagine his terror, then, when his enemy 
merely laughed, and said: 

“You forget that I am known as the 
bird of Long Life and Wisdom. Half the 
year I live upon the Emperor’s Palace. I 
know that he considers Life the most 
precious of all he has. And half the year 
I live upon the temple roof, I know, there- 
fore, that ‘a word of thanks reaches up to 
Heaven.’ So your words of promise can- 
not save you. Yet I am going to spare 
your life, because you have not yet learned 
how to live it well enough to know its 
value, as you have proved by being willing 
to have me destroy the lives of your cous- 
sins. Life is as precious to them as it is 
to you. I am going to spare you for an- 
other reason. So far, no word of yours 
ever has reached up to Heaven. And you 
have not learned that the word most loved 
by Heaven is the word of Repentance. I 
am sparing the lives of your cousins so 
that you may have the chance to become 
their true champion. But though I let you 
have your life, you shall not escape the 
punishment you need.’’ And the Stork 
began to nip and peck so hard at the Toad 
that huge lumps came out all over the 
Toad’s tender body; and when the Stork 
finally sailed away, you may be sure that 
Heaven immediately heard not only that 
word of Thanks, but also the word it loved 
to hear, the word of Repentance! 

As for the lumps, though the soreness 
left them, they never disappeared, but re- 
mained as part of the punishment. Per- 
haps that is the way all toads received 
their warts; at any rate, it is the way this 
toad received his! 


[All rights reserved] 


The Bird With the Song of 


a Lost Soul 


By Mrs. M. J. Thompson, Frankford, Pa. 


In the depth of the Amazon forests, are 
two birds never captured. 
known, not by their plumage, but only by 
their song. Elusive as the wandering 
spirits of the departed, they sing unseen 
from the gloom of the dense wood beyond 
the reach of vision. They are the ‘‘Bell 
Bird’’ and the ‘‘Bird with the Song of the 
Lost Soul.’’ 

In the years that have passed since first 
I read of these strange birds, I have listen- 
ed to hear, if I could, some note that might 
be found in that dirge of the soul. 


I have heard the song of the nighingale 
With its voice of mirth and joy. 


It was in the South-land, as it flew over 
the great, wide, mountain peaks keeping 
watchful vigil over humanity slumbering 
in the heights among the cool breezes 
where we sought escape from the summer’s 
heat of the great city. I cried, ‘‘Tell me, 


dear bird, who tuned your beautiful 
throat???’ 
I have heard the song of the home-coming 


robin 
As it sang at my city door. 


Legend taught me how its breast was so 
red and why its song was so rich and sweet 
to my heart. While Christ, the Just, was 
mocked with a crown of thorns— 


‘¢ Twas then, dear bird, the legend says 
That thou, from out His crown, didst 
tear 
The thorns to lighten the distress, 
And ease the pain that He must bear, 


They are - 


While pendant from thy tiny beak 
The gory points thy bosom pressed, 
And crimsoned by thy Savior’s blood 
The sober brownness of thy breast.?? 


I have seen the swallows as they hover 
around the house-chimney at evening time, 
and heard their cheery call. They, too, 
circled the Savior’s cross in that long ago. 


‘*But of all the birds that upon that day, 
The swallow felt the deepest grief, 
And longed to give her Lord relief, 
And chirped when any near would come, 
Oh, cool, oh, cool, and comfort Him.’’ 


I have seen the red-bird that nestled in 
honey-suckle at the door of my Virginia 
home; and heard its love-song. 

I have never heard the Bird with the 
Song of the Lost Soul—that bird of the 
Amazon forests. Tell me, my bird friend, 
what that song is like. Tell me who tuned 
thy throat? Oh, if we could know just 
what that bird is singing to us! Just what 
is its message to you from the forest of the 
great Amazon valley? 

Can you think of a bird telling the lost 
soul on earth what that dark abyss is like, 
through its song placed by God in its little 
throat for some purpose? Is it to warn 
humanity hanging over the great chasm of 
what Dives found? Is it the echo of his 
voice that reaches our ears in the song of 
the bird—the warning to his imperiled 
brothers not to come to the place of awful 
torment? 

Say, my friend, what will you do if you 
hear that ery of the Bird with the Song 
of the Lost Soul—our dearest one—on the 
Judgment Day? Think! Is not the bird 
with its song sent from God to give a 
warning? 

I have never heard the song of the Bell 
Bird, ringing its lofty bells at evening 
vespers in the Amazon forest, the bird eall- 
ing us to greater things. But what of the 
cry of the lost soul tearing the heart- 
strings of a mother? May she never hear 
the tones of her child’s voice—her boy or 
girl—in the notes of. the Bird with the 
Song of the Lost Soul! 


THE PASTOR SAYS 
By John Andrew Holmes 


Friends, like stars, shine brightest 
when one’s world is dark. 


ANSWERS TO ‘‘SHIPS’’ 


WEEK 


1. Worship; 2. light-ship; 3. friendship; 
4, authorship; 5. steamship; 6. hardship; 7. 
apprenticeship; 8. kinship; 9. censorship; 


10. statesmanship; 11. leadership; 12. 
courtship. 


OF LAST 


TAKE A CAR-RIDE 
What car do you find in a song of joy? 
What car is down under your feet? 
What car is expert in making a toy? 
What car in the ice-cream you eat? 


What car lives contented in 
stream? 
What car makes a voyage by boat? 
What car in the garden in beautiy is seen? 
What car weighs the gems at your 
throat? 


What car will bring beauty to all who par- 
take? 
What ear is a brilliant red? 
What car with the burning of charcoal 
soon make? 
What ear tells of animals dead? 


river or 


What car in your cookies is quite often 
found? 
What car brings a big lot of pain? 
What car always features a ‘‘merry-go- 
round??? 
What car is the gunner’s big game? 


—A. M. 8. 


She: ‘‘This dining-room table goes back 
to Louis XIV.’’ 

He: ‘‘That’s nothing. My whole sit- 
ting-room set goes back to Sears-Roebuck 
on the fifteenth.’’—-Wisconsin Octopus. 


Family Altar Column 


The Rev. Dr. Frank Grether 
March 26 to April 1. 


Thought: ‘‘I gave My life for thee, 
What hast thou given for Me?’’ 


Memory Hymn: ‘‘Sweet the Moments, 
Rich in Blessing.’’ 


March 26, Monday—Jesus the Suffering 
Messiah. Mark 8:27-37. 

Suffering and glory seem as far apart as 
heaven and earth, yet suffering is the path 
to glory. After every moment of exalta- 
tion Jesus referred to what He should 
suffer. On coming down from the Mount 
of Transfiguration, He told His disciples 
that like John the Baptist also the Son of 
man must suffer. When the Greeks de- 
sired to see Him (John 12) Jesus said, 
‘‘The hour is come that the Son of man 
should be glorified,’’ and He compared 
Himself to the grain of wheat that must 
die to bring forth much fruit. The Gen- 
tiles were already seeking Him, and He 
foresaw that after His death, which He 
was to suffer within that week, the Gen- 
tiles would be gathered into His kingdom. 
Here in Caesarea Philippi when the dis- 
ciples had confessed, ‘‘Thou art the 
Christ,’’? He began to teach them, that the 
Son of man must suffer many things. Then 
Peter began to rebuke Him, and He had to 
rebuke Peter. ‘‘Via crucis, via lucis,’’ the 
way of the cross is the way of light—had 
not yet dawned on Peter. So Jesus called 
the people to Himself with His disciples 
and formulated for them and for us the 
rule of life: ‘‘Whosoever will come after 
Me, let him take up his cross and follow 
Me.’’ 

Prayer: Lord, we believe that Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God. We 
thank Thee that Thou wast willing to be- 
come for our sakes a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief. Thou knowest how 
we shrink from suffering, and how hard it 
is for us to take up our cross and follow 
Thee. O God, in Jesus Christ our Father, 
Thou source of all life and strength, give 
us strength to be faithful to the end, that 
we may inherit everlasting life through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


March 27, Tuesday—The Compassionate 
Friend. John 11:33-44. 

With this family of Bethany Jesus had 
enjoyed the companionship of friendship 
and the comforts of home life (Luke 10: 
38-42). When He saw Mary and the 
mourners weeping He groaned in the spirit 
and was troubled; and ‘‘Jesus wept.’’ 
You, too, have been moved to tears at a 
funeral when you heard the sobs and saw 
the tears of the mourners. Although a 
man of sorrows, Jesus never wept for His 
own afflictions, but He wept twice, here 
and at the sight of the City (Lk. 19:41). 
His tears were tears of compassion. A 
poet says: 


‘(The friends that in our sunshine live, 
When winter comes, have flown; 
And he that has but tears to give 
Must weep those tears alone.’’ 


Not such a friend is Jesus. To His dis- 
ciples He said, ‘‘I will not leave you or- 
phans.’? He is a true friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother. And, best of all, He 
is an almighty friend, able to help. At 
His command the brother of Martha and 
Mary rose from the tomb. 


Prayer: 
**O Love that wilt not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul on Thee.’’ 


For Thy tender compassion, for Thy re- 
deeming love we thank Thee, O Lord. 
Whom have we in heaven but Thee? And 
there is none upon earth that we desire be- 
side Thee. We thank Thee for Thy en- 
during friendship and love. Amen. 


March 28, Wednesday—The Chosen Ser- 
vant. Hebrews 6:13-20. 


God’s counsel is immutable. With Him 
there is neither variableness nor shadow of 
turning. What He says, stands. Yet for 
our sakes, because we are so slow of be- 
lief, He confirms His promise with an oath, 
and having none greater to swear by, 
swears by Himself. Thus we have a strong 
consolation, and can lay hold of the hope 
set before us. Our souls would be drifting, 
only God knows where, 


We’d be tossed about by the billows of 
doubt, 
And wrecked on the rocks of despair, 


if it were not for this hope, which is the 
anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast. 
From our little ship the cable of faith runs 
into the very Holy of Holies within the 
vail, and the anchor of hope to which it 
is so firmly attached, is Jesus in glory; 
and He will never let us drift anymore. He 
is our Forerunner. ‘‘I go to prepare a 
place for you, and I will come again and 
receive you unto Myself, that where I am, 
there ye may be also.’’ 

Prayer: Is it possibe, O merciful God, 
that such as we may have so strong a con- 
solation and so firm a hope? We are not 
worthy of all this goodness, yet we cling 
to Thy promise. Keep us from doubting 
and drifting. With the bands of love draw 


us ever closer to Thee, O Lord, our 

strength and our Redeemer. Amen. 

March 29, Thursday—The Courageous 
Sufferer. Isaiah 50:4-11. 


The manliness of Jesus is beyond our 
comprehension. ‘‘I gave My back to the 
smiters, and My cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair: I hid not My face from 
shame and spitting.’’ Although He did no 
sin, neither was guile found in His mouth, 
yet when He was reviled, He reviled not 
again; when He suffered He threatened 
not. He is brought as a Lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, He opened not His 
mouth. Yea, He truly might say, ‘‘The 
plowers plowed upon My back: they made 
their furrows long’’ (Ps. 129:3). In His 
dying agony; it is true, He cried, ‘‘ Elohi, 
Elohi, lama shabaktani.’’? Yet when His 
eyes were glazing in death He could com- 
mit His spirit into the hands of His Father, 
and say, ‘‘It is finished.’’?’ O Death, where 
is thy sting? O, Grave, where is thy vic- 
tory? 

Prayer: Thanks be to Thee, O God, who 
givest us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. His great sorrow melts our 
stubborn hearts. His gentleness amid suf- 
fering puts all our complaints to shame. 
With deep contrition we confess our sins, 
our frequent irritation, our impatience in 
suffering, our murmurs_against Thy provi- 
dence, our unkindness to our associates. 
For His sake forgive us. Help us day by 
day to grow more like Him. Amen. 


March 30, Friday—The Savior Forsaken. 
Matthew 26:36-46. 


Not one hour could the three fishermen, 
who more than once had labored all night, 
stay awake with Jesus and watch! How 
soon they had forgotten their promise to 
die with Him, if need be! (V. 35). He ad- 
monished them to pray, not for or even 
with Himself, but for themselves that they 
might not enter into temptation while He, 
their Master, was wrestling with the hor- 
ror that loomed up before Him in that 
hour of darkness, All alone the Savior of 
the world had to fight the great battle of 
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our salvation (Hebr. 5:7-9). He did not 
kneel; He fell prone on His face. Not 
once only, but thrice, did He pray that the 
cup which contained all the bitter ingredi- 
ents of woe, might pass by. Yet in all this, 
great sorrow He continued to love His dis- 
ciples. He found an excuse for their fail- 
ing in the weakness of the flesh, but finally 
gave them to understand that, if He could 
not rouse them, another was near at hand 
—and he was one of their own number— 
who would suffer them to sleep no longer.. 
‘“ Arise, let us go.’’ 

Prayer—O God, most just and _ holy,. 
eternity will not suffice for us to compre- 
hend the suffering of Thy Son, and the 
love which urged Thee to give Him for us. 
that we might not perish. May our sin be- 
come more hateful and our Savior more 
lovely to us every day. May our wills be 
surrendered to Thy sovereign will that we, 
too, may always pray, ‘‘Not my will, but 
Thy will be done.’’?’ Amen. 


March 31, Saturday—The Comforting Sav- 
ior, John 16:25-33. 


““As one whom his mother comforteth, 
so will I confort you’’ (Is. 66:13). With 
more than motherly affection Jesus com- 
forts His sorrowful disciples. He promises, 
‘‘Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 
My name, He will give it to you; for the 
Father Himself loveth you. Ask, and ye 
shall receive, that your joy may be full. 
I came forth from the Father, and am come 
into the world: again, I leave the world, 
and go to My Father.’’ Beginning to un- 
derstand, they said, ‘‘By this we believe 
that Thou camest forth from GOd.’? Alt 
these comforting assurances He spoke that 
they might have peace, and in spite of 
tribulation in the world, be of good cheer. 
‘‘T have overcome the world.’’? Verily 
Jesus, having loved His own, loved them 
to the end. And this loving Savior loves 
you and me with the same infinite love. 

Prayer: Help us, O our Father, as we 
look up to Jesus, the author and finisher of 
our -faith, to overcome our doubts and 
fears, and the sin that doth so easily beset 
us, and to fight the good fight of faith. 
Grant us all we need for our spiritual life, 
that our joy may be full, and that in this 
world so full of tribulation and sorrow we 
may always be of good cheer and have 
peace. Amen. 


April 1, PALM SUNDAY—The Sympathiz- 
ing Savior. Isaiah 63:1-9. 

Jesus trod the winepress alone, and His 
garments were stained with blood; and 
after all the buffeting and scourging they 
became the booty of the soldiers who eru- 
cified Him. How great was His love to 
this people, which once more He tried to. 
rouse from its lethargy by riding into the 
city on the colt of an ass to remind them — 
of the promise of God given to the 
daughter of Zion, that her King was draw- 
ing night. At this triumphal entry the 
throng shouted, ‘‘Hosanna to the Son of 
David,’’ but a few days later many of 
them, incited by the elders and priests, 
eried, ‘‘Crueify.’? He clearly foresaw all 
this. Amid the joyous multitude He felt 
a pain not to be expressed in words. Be- 
cause they were about to reject their Mes- 
siah and King, He foresaw that the Holy 
City and the elect nation was doomed. The 
thunder clouds of judgment were gather- 
ing on the horizon. ‘‘And when He was 
drawing near and behled the city—He 
wept.’’ 

Prayer: O God, Thy judgments are past 
finding out. What an example of suffering 


-and love Thou hast set before us in the 


passion of our Savior; and what an ex- 
ample of obstinate refusal to aecept this 
love in Thy chosen people! Melt our hard 
hearts that we may consider how impossi- ~* 
ble it will be for us to escape Thy ; 
judgments if we neglect so great a sa 
tion. Create in us a living faith tt 
may gladly accept Jesus as our Rede 
Lord and King. Amen. 


Marcy 22, 1928. 


A DISCOVERY OF UNCERTAIN MERIT 


A local man has discovered a method of 
getting to work early each morning. He 
has made arrangements with his daughter 
to call him when she comes in—Alva 
(Okla.) Record. 


Birthday Greetings 


Alliene S. DeChant 


And here’s part three,—the closing chap- 
ter of our Mary Beck’s story: 

Dsen Bow had a sister, too. She stayed 
at home and worked for her mother. She 
was 14 years old. Lien Hwa was her name; 
it means Lotus Blossom. Every evening 
she would sit at the door and wait for her 
Dsen Bow. How she would gaze on her 
little brother with pride, for was he not a 
student of the Lunds? After Dsen Bow 
had eaten his bowl of rice and said a 
prayer of thanks to the Jesus, he would go 
and sit in his corner; his parents and sis- 
ter would sit around on their chairs and 
listen attentively, to all he had to say 
about his book and what it said. After 
he was rolled up in his bedding, his sister 
would reach out and touch him as a sign 
to say that their parents were asleep. Up 
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would go the head that looked like it was 
very tired; a pair of eyes opened that you 
would be sure were asleep. ‘‘Tell some 
more, Dsen Bow, about the Jesus you pray 
to. Please teach me to pray your way. I 
would like so much to pray to your God.’’ 
Dsen Bow then told a lot more than he did 
before. ‘‘Lien Hwa, I have a big surprise 
for you! Mrs, Lund said that she would 
like us to come and live with her servants. 
Only we could have a little girl to help us, 
if we would let her stay with us.’’ ‘‘O, 
Dsen Bow! Really truly?’’ ‘‘Yes!’? 
‘“Why did you not tell mother about it?’’ 
“*Listen, Lien Hwa, we are going to fix it 
up! Curtains!’’ ‘‘O, I know. I have seen 
servants’ quarters.’’ ‘‘Listen, we are 
going to find an excuse for you to come 
tomorrow and help us fix it up. I am going 
to tell mother about it, in the afternoon. 
Lien Hwa, listen! It is Master Robert. 
Now I will answer him.’’ ‘‘ Everything all 
right? Yes, I am coming.’’ ‘‘I have an- 
other surprise. Robert will tell it. Come 
on. Let’s go in the chicken pen. It is so 
dark out here I have a candle.’’ The boys 
told the Christmas story to the wondering 
girl. They then got together an excuse. 
“*Come, Lien Hwa, it is time to get up 
and go to the master’s house.’’ After 
they got to the Lund’s place, they started 
to get everything ready, a house for the 


chickens and pigs, blue and pink curtains, 
and all sorts of things lovely to Lien 
Hwa’s eyes. ‘‘Everything is ready.’’ Off 
all three went down to Dsen Bow’s house, 
Back they came with pigs and chickens, 
for their parents had consented to going. 
The next day everything was settled and it 
was the day before Christmas! Robert 
gave each child a stocking to hang up. 
That night he dressed up like Santa Claus 
and acted like the merry old saint. 


‘‘End of the story’’ greetings to each 
and all my Birthday Club folks who have 
liked this story about China, where Mary 
Beck lived. God grant that many other 
missionary boys, like Robert, may, through 
the Bible and through picture cards, help 
to make a home Christian. 

P. S.—I’m sure we’ll want to write to 
our Mary Beck and tell her how very much 
we’ve enjoyed her story. The postman 


will find her at 1048 North Cleveland Ave- 
nue, Loveland, Colorado. 


When Sunday Comes 


By John Andrew Holmes 


The pastor who can be hired is the 
pastor who should be fired. 
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*‘CALIFORNIA, HERE WE COME!”’’ 


The Reformed Church Plans to Make the 
World’s Sunday School Convention a 
High Point in a Personally Con- 
ducted Fellowship Tour of 
the West 


By Catherine Atkinson Miller 

There are only two classes of people east 
of the Rocky Mountains: (1) Those who 
dream of -going to California, and (2) 
Those who dream of going back to Cali- 
fornia! With the World’s Sunday School 
Convention—always an event of thrilling 
importance—meeting in Los Angeles this 
July—the dreams of both classes of people 
take on new vividness. We are glad, 
therefore, to announce that we are plan- 
ning to make those dreams come true! 

We couldn’t, most of us, afford to make 
the trip to California if we had to go alone 
and pay individual rates on trains and 
motor buses and in hotels. We shouldn’t, 
most of us, want the bother of finding out 
how to go from here to there and what to 
see on the way and when to make train 
connections and whom to trust to direct us 
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to the places-we-want-to-see. We’d prefer, 
most of us, to share our joy in new scenes: 
to have some old or new friends in the 
foreground of our vacation snap-shots of 
even the most wonderful scenery. So it is 
good news for all of us to know of the Re- 
formed Church Fellowship Tour. It will 
be a personally conducted, all-expense tour, 
several hundred dollais cheaper than an 
individual tour to the same places and so 
carefully arranged that the passengers will 
have nothing to do but enjoy the trip 
no worries, not a minute of wasted time 
and perfect comfort all along the way. 
And, best of all, congenial companionship. 

The ‘‘Messenger’’ will carry complete 
announcements of the program of the 
World’s Sunday School Convention in 
later issues and we shall be glad to send 
you copies of the program upon request. 
We shall have articles and pictures de- 
scribing more fully the scenes we shall 
visit on our tour. Now, so that you may 
be thinking of the trip—and planning your 
vacation for just the right time, let us just 
suggest quickly the glorious adventure that 
is before us. 

Our party, leaving Philadelphia on July 


5 and collecting more Reformed Chureh 
folk and their friends at Baltimore, Akron, 
Chicago and Denver, will have three weeks 
of sight-seeing in addition to the time in 
Los Angeles. We shall visit Denver and 
Colorado Springs (and throw snow-balls— 
in July!—on Pike’s Peak). We shall go 
bathing in Great Salt Lake—where you 
simply can’t sink even if you wish to!— 
and hear the most beautiful organ in the 
world at the Mormon Temple in Salt Lake 
City. We shall travel in comfort over the 
trails of the pioneers. We shall see, in and 
near Los Angeles, the old, old Spanish Mis- 
sions and the City Temple of the much- 
advertised Aimee Semple Macpherson. We 
shall visit Catalina Islands and we shall 
see the home of Mary Pickford (or your 
own favorite star!) and a movie in process 
of becoming a feature picture. 

Out of Los Angeles we shall ride from 
the land of palm trees to the land of the 
giant redwoods. In Yosemite Valley we 
shall see the big trees and erystal clear 
lakes and waterfalls and bears and deer— 
““whole flocks of them,’’ as one of the 
eastern boys said, the last time we were 
there. Yosemite is sheer Fairyland. 


Pershing Square 


Los Angeles 


California 
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there’s more fascination waiting 


But 


for us. The Golden Gate! San Francisco! 
With the lights of the city climbing its 
hills to meet the stars! The blue, blue bay 
(which turns fog gray, sometimes, and is 
even more beautiful then!), Oakland and 


Berkeley. The University of California— 
and Chinatown! 

Portland and the Columbia River High- 
way! (It was at Multnomah Falls, you re- 
member, where we got such a good illustra- 
tion for an address the last time. There’s 
nothing like a Pacific Coast trip to furnish 
sermon materials!) Seattle, ultra-cosmo- 
politan city, out of which we shall motor 
to Mt. Rainier, National Park—to Para- 
dise, if you please. From Seattle to Van- 
ecouver by steamer, as a pleasant change 
from trains and ‘‘large, comfortable auto- 


biles.’’ Then south and east to Yellow- 
stone National Park, for five days of 
motoring, riding and hiking through 


wonderland and nights of glowing campfires 
and song and story (and rest in the best 
hotel!) Then Ogden Canyon and Chicago 
and— 

But there isn’t space in this issue to tell 
of all that will happen before our tour 
ends at Philadelphia on August 4. Write 
for a complete itinerary, with special rates 
—to: 

Catherine A. Miller, 
413 Schaff Building, Philadelphia. 


P. 8. Doctor Leinbach will probably go 
with us! 


WHY SHOULD YOU OR I ATTEND 
SUNDAY SCHOOL? 


The United States is caught in a wave 
of decreased Chureh and Sunday School 
attendance. Many, many Churches and 
Sunday Schools tell the same story. The 
attendance isn’t what it used to be. One 
cause is the necessity of working on Sun- 
day. This is a cause for which the worker 
cannot be blamed. Another great cause 
is the increased amount of attractions and 
distractions on the Sabbath Day. This is 
an excuse which can hardly stand the test 
of clear and devoted thinking. It may be 
of interest to know that our own Sunday 
School is resisting fairly well this down- 
ward trend. The average attendance in 
Zion Sunday School for 1924, 1925, 1926 
and 1927 are as follows: 349, 348, 330, 359. 
These figures allow no room for discour- 
agement and pessimism; neither do they 
furnish any reason for pride. It will take 
hard and consecrated endeavor on the part 
of us all to raise our Sunday School at- 
tendance to what it ought to be, namely, 
five or six hundred on the average. 

But to return to our original question— 
why should you or I attend Sunday School? 
Perhaps it is only a habit, a custom, this 
matter of going to Sunday School. Is 
there anything here important enough to 
make me get out of bed on a Sunday morn- 
ing in time to be there, or to call off that 
automobile trip in order to attend? Does 
it make any great difference whether I go 
or not? 

Perhaps the case can best be stated for 
the different ages separately. First of all, 
for adults. Does anyone of us live the 
Christian life as it ought to be lived? No, 
we hang our heads in shame over our daily 
and hourly failures. Does anyone of us 
think that the Christian life can be lived 
without taking some time to think about 
it? Can a man become a master mechanic 
without spending some time on it? Cana 
woman learn to bake a good cake without 
spending some time on it? No more 
than a person becomes a Christian without 
taking time for it? The Good Book says, 
‘‘Take time to be holy.’’ Here, friends, 
those of you who come to Sunday School 
and those of you who do not, is the reason 
for Sunday School. Just now the Adult 
Classes are spending six months on the 
life of Jesus. Within the next few years 
they will study ‘‘Some Great Christian 


Doctrines,’’ ‘‘Some Social Teachings of 
the Bible,’’ ‘‘Studies in the Christian 
Life,’’ ete. The question which each one 
of us must answer is simply this: Is this 
hour of study and worship more or less im- 
portant for this world and the next than 
the things we do during that hour if we 
are not in Sunday School? 

Take it for Young People. The Young 
People are studying courses on ‘‘ The Chris- 
tian Church’? and on ‘‘ Jesus and the Prob- 
lems of Life.’’ You young people who 
read this, members and non-members of the 
Sunday School, how important are these 
things for you for this world and the next? 
As important as a dance? As important as 
a basketball game? As important as a 
High School Education? As important as 
making money? Or are they by chance the 
most important things in the world for 
you and for your future? 

Take it for children, boys and girls. You 
parents with children of Sunday School 
age, how important it is for your children 
to be trained up in the Christian life in 
such a way that when they are old they 
will not depart from it? Among the things 
that you can do for them now, where does 
Sunday School attendance rank? May it 
be possible that they miss as much or more 
bv failing to come to a Sunday School ses- 
sion as they do by missing a week of pub- 
lic school? 

From now till Easter the Sunday School 
is carrying on a special effort to increase 
its membership. If you have not been 
coming to Sunday School, or if you have 
children who have not been coming, you 
will in all probability within the next few 
weeks receive a cordial invitation from a 
friend to consider this matter. Whatever 
your answer may be, we hope and pray that 
it may be given only after a long and care- 
ful consideration of what things are im- 
portant and what things are not for time 
and eternity.—‘‘Reformed Church Visi- 
tor,’’ Zion Church, Lehighton, Pa., Rev. 
Paul Reid Pontius, pastor. 


MAKING YOUR WILL 

All the Boards of our Church are glad 
to furnish information to persons who may 
desire to remember the general work of the 
Church in their wills. The Board of Min- 
isterial Relief needs a number of bequests 
to provide for our aged and disabled min- 
isters. 

We would, however, suggest, that if you 
have your money invested in stocks and 
inbonds, that instead of naming a certain 
amount in your will, you give us the se- 
curities and we will give you an annuity 
bond and pay you a good rate of interest 
during your life time. The investment is 
absolutely safe and the fees of the execu- 
tor and the inheritance tax will be saved 
and go to the support of our aged minis- 
ters. In case you do not wish to do this, 
just make your bequest read to the Board 
of Ministerial Relief of the Reformed 
Church in the United States, office 1505 
Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Some States 
require three witnesses, while in’ others 
only two are required. We advise you to 
have three, and thus make the will good in 
all States. 

Also remember that a beneficiary, that 
is a person receiving anything in the will, 
cannot be a witness. A Board lost $50,000 
in the Methodist Church because a trustee 
was a witness to the will. In some States 
the will must be made at least 60 days be- 
fore the death of the testator, which is a 
good reason for attending to the matter 
at once, In ease your are facing a serious 
operation or some serious illness and are 
not likely to live 60 days and wish to 
make your will, you can will the amount to 
the cashier of your bank or a friend who 
will turn it over to the Board of Relief. 

A great university lost half a million 
dollars for endowment because the testa- 
tor delayed, and died within a month of 
the time he made his will. Our Board will 
furnish a form of will on request. 


5% Serial 
Coupon Bonds 


Sold by 
The Board of Home 


Missions 
Authorized by 
General Synod 


Total Issue $500,000.00 
$250,000.00 Sold 


A Safe Investment 


For Further Information Write to 
Rev. Wm. F. DeLong, D. D., 


Field Secretary 


Schaff Building, : 1505 Race Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Reasons for Making a Will 
1. If you do not make a will the court 
will appoint an administrator to settle 
your estate. This person will have charge 


and control of your property, for at least - 


one year after your death, and may be an 
inexperienced person, or if a relative is ap- 
pointed, he or she may give a bond and 
may be unable to secure the bond required 
by law. 

2. If you leave no will and have minor 
children, the shares ef such minor children 
must go to a guardian, who may also be a 
stranger whom you would not have chosen, 

3. By making a will you can name your 
own executor and select a guardian for 
your minor children. 

4. By making a will you ean' divide 
your property in a way that will be fair 
to all, and you can make a gift to our 
Board for our aged ministers and their 
widows, which will bring comfort and 
happiness to them in their declining years. 

5. By making a will you can make trust 
arrangements for your children and loved 
ones. 

6. Making a will is not a difficult mat- 
ter, nor is it expensive, if done in a busi- 
ness like manner. 

Board of Ministerial Relief, 


J. W. Meminger, Secretary. 


THE WOMAN’S CHURCH AND MIS- 
SIONARY FEDERATION 
OF ALLENTOWN 


The Woman’s Church and Missionary 
Federation of Allentown was organized 
nearly five years ago as the Woman’s De- 
partment of the Federation of Churches. 
Its membership includes 42 societies repre- 
senting 10 denominations, There are the 
usual officers and an additional Vice-Presi- 
dent from each society affiliated, this Viee- 
President being the President of the local 
society. . : 

The Federation works along four depart- 
ments, viz.: Missions, Community Service, 
Young People and Children. Day of Prayer 
services were held in six Churches in vari- 
ous sections of our city. The same general 
program was carried out in all of them 


covering the following themes: Call te — 


Worship, Breaking Down Barriers, Con- 
fession, Prayer, Consecration. The meet- 
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ings were inspiring. The audiences aver- 
aged 62. The total offering amounted to 
$43, which will be used for Christian liter- 
ature for women and children of the Ori- 
ent, Cannery and Migrant Work. Chil- 
dren’s prayer meetings were held at 4.30 
P, M., at the Churches where the Day of 
Prayer was observed in the evening. The 
response was encouraging, the programs 
were very good and we believe this new 
feature for our city will be repeated in the 
future. The offerings at the children’s 
meetings will be used to purchase Friend- 
ship School Bags for the children of Mex- 
ico. The monthly meetings of the Federa- 
tion are well attended, where many sub- 
jects of interdenominational importance 
are discussed. 

There is a Polish congregation in our 
city consisting of 50 families, about 200 
souls, that was threatened with bank- 
ruptey. In response to an appeal from the 
Polish pastor to the preachers of the city, 
the Woman’s Church and Missionary Fed- 
eration, by request of the Ministers’ 
League, attempts to raise $8,000 during 
this year to wipe out a second mortgage on 
the fine Polish Church property. These 
new Americans are deeply religious and 
have awakened a strong and sympathetic 
Home Mission appeal. 


The Woman’s Missionary Society in 
each congregation is trying to raise its 
congregation’s pro rata share of the whole 
amount. Great interest is being manifest- 
ed and the response thus far has been very 
encouraging. < 

Mrs. John Ferguson, upon her return 
from her World Acquaintance Tour to 
South America, will address the monthly 
meeting of the Federation on the evening 
of May 3. Mrs. Ferguson is the President 
of the Council of Women for Home Mis- 
sions. —Mrs. Jacob G. Rupp. 


CEDAR CREST GIRL ADJUDGED 
TYPICAL BUSINESS WOMAN 


Miss Mildred Huntoon, the city hostess 
of the cities of Maplewood and the 
Oranges, N. J., has been adjudged the 
typical business woman by the Elks com- 
mittee, consisting of three Newark and 
New York women, authorities on style. On 
the basis of her neat, and yet modest dress, 
her ideals, and her business ability, Miss 


Huntoon won the prize in the face of com- 
petition from forty other girls, who were 
‘frunners-up’’ for the prize. She was 
formally presented at the celebration of 
the Order last month. 

Miss Huntoon, who was one of the first 
graduates of the social science department 
at Cedar Crest College, Allentown, is one 
of the typical girls, who prepared for re- 
ligious education and social service work 
at the college. Her business it to visit all 
newcomers into the city, to tell them 
where they can locate physicians, trades- 
men and Church homes. She says she is 
truly in love with her work and delights 
in making newcomers feel at home. 


Miss Mildred Huntoon 


Other girls at the college, who have 
made good in the social service depart- 
ment, are: Miss Naomi Berg, who won her 
place in the social service department of 
Yonkers, N. Y., by standing second high- 
est in the New York civil service exami- 
nations for the entire State; Miss Dorothy 
Greenwald in the Travlers’ Aid Society, 
of Philadelphia, and Miss Mack in social 
work in Easton, Pa. 


Mrs. H. W. Elson 


The Secretariat of the League of Na- 
tions, according to a recent statement, will 
remain at Geneva and not move into one 
of several commodious empty palaces situ- 
ated elsewhere. A new building will be 
erected on the shores of Lake Leman. 

Three American women are on trial in 
Broussa, Turkey, for the violation of the 
rules of the Ministry of Education through 
the alleged discussion of religion in a mis- 
sion school. Miss Sanderson, whose home 
is in Berkeley, Calif., has assumed entire 
responsibility for giving Bibles to several 
Moslem girl students and discussing Chris- 
tianity with them. She said, ‘‘I realize I 
did wrong to carry on religious discussions, 
but I am ready to accept the conse- 
quences.’’?. The maximum penalty is im- 
prisonment for one month and a fine of 50 
lire. 

A gift of $5,000,000 by the Laura Spel- 
man Rockefeller Memorial to the Great 
Smoky Mountain National Park fund has 
been announced. The appropriation was 
voted by the trustees of the memorial in 
memory of the late Mrs. John D. Rocke- 
feller, Sr. The gift insures the East of a 
great national park rivaling the national 


parks of the West. It will embrace 700 
square miles of mountainous, scenic coun- 
try in Eastern Tennessee and Western 
North Carolina, The Rockefeller donation 
makes certain that the $10,000,000 goal 
sought by those who conceived the idea 
will be reached. 

Charles A. Levine, in the airplane Colum- 
bia, made a non-stop flight from New York 
to Cuba in 14 hours. He left Mitchel 
Field the night of March 5 and was ac- 
companied by Miss Mabel Boll and his 
pilot Wilmer Stultz. , 

Dr. Robert Abbe, the first surgeon in 
America to substitute radium treatment 
for the knife in the treatment of cancer 
eases, died at his home in New York City 
March 7, aged 77. 

The 6-months-old daughter of Emperor 
Hirohito, of Japan, died at Tokyo of pneu- 
monia. The Emperor, who has been suf- 
fering with influenza, as have thousands 
of Japanese people, is convalescing. 

In consequence of the Egyptian Govern- 
ment’s rejection of the proposed Anglo- 
Egyptian Treaty of Alliance, the British 
Government has addressed a grave warn- 
ing to the Cabinet at Cairo, stating in 
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effect that the British will not grant full 
independence to that country at present. 

A Mussolini Tower has been planned for 
Times Square, New York City, to be thirty 
stories high and will cost about $10,000,- 
000. It will house the Italian Consulate, 
the Italian Chamber of Commerce and vari- 
ous Italian clubs, also a motion picture 
theatre. Several Italian bankers are ready 
to invest in the undertaking. 

A step toward the conelusion of a new 
arbitration treaty with Italy along the 
lines of the one signed with France re- 
cently, has been taken, when a draft of the 
proposed compact was submitted by Secre- 
tary Kellogg to Nobile Giacomo de Mar- 
tino, the Italian Ambassador. It. is in- 
tended to replace the Root treaty, which 
was first negotiated with Italy in 1908, but 
was permitted to lapse upon its expiration 
by limitation, on Jan. 22, 1924, 

Rodman Wanamaker, head of the Wana- 
maker stores in New York, Philadelphia, 
London and Paris since the death of his 
father, John Wanamaker, 5 years ago, died 
suddenly at his villa in Atlantie City, 
aged 65 years. In addition to his business. 
career, Mr. Wanamaker was widely known 
as a sponsor of commercial and scientific 
aviation, and as a patron of the arts. 

The steamer Robert E. Lee, a passenger 
liner bound from Boston to New York with 
150 passengers .and a crew of 120 men, 
went ashore in a blinding storm on the 
Mary Ann Rocks, near Manomet Point, 
Mass., March 9. All on the liner were 
saved, but 3 rescuers died, when a boat 
capsized. 

Lady Mary Bailey, wife of Sir Abe 
Bailey, Transvall mine owner, has started 
on a solo flight of 6,000 miles from Croy- 
don Field to Cape Town, South Africa. She 
will make the journey in short hops, stop- 
ping at Paris, Rome, Malta, Bengazi and 
Cairo. 

Sudden shifting of a side of Mount Ser- 
rat, in the center of the City of Santos, 
State of Sao Paulo, Brazil, crashed thou- 
sands of tons of earth and rocks without 


warning onto a section of that place on 
March 10 and left a dead and dying toll 
estimated at more than 200. 

Of 5 neighboring States comparable in 
social, industrial and economie conditions, 
New Jersey is next to the most backward 
in the forest movement according to a re- 
cent report of the State Forester. There- 
fore a program has been adopted for the 
purchase of 2,000,000 acres of woodland at 
a cost of not more than $4,000,000 over a 
period of years. 

The right of the League of Nations to 
supervise execution of the military clauses 
of the various peace treaties at the end of 
the World War was upheld and asserted 
when the Council of the League March 10 
voted unanimously for an official investiga- 
tion of the shipment of machine guns from 
Italy into Hungary. 

President Coolidge has signed the alien 
property bill providing for settlement of 
American claims against Germany and for 
the return of seized property. The bill 
authorizes a final appropriation of $100,- 
000,000. German and Austro-Hungarian 
claims of $100,000 or under will be settled 
in full and claims of greater value will be 
settled immediately to the extent of 80%. 

The archaeologists of the joint expedi- 
tion of the University of Pennsylvania and 
the British Museum have discovered a 
royal tomb that is described as ‘‘archi- 
tecturally remarkable and probably the 
oldest found,’’ in their excavation work in 
Ur of the Chaldees. 

Rear Admiral Hilary F. Jones, who re- 
tired recently upon reaching the age limit 
of 64 years, has been recalled to active 
service by Secretary Wilbur and ordered 
to Geneva as chief adviser to the American 
delegation at the sessions of the League 
of Nations Preparatory Commission on 
Armament Limitation, which convened the 
middle of March. Hugh S. Gibson, Am- 
bassador to Belgium, heads the American 
Commission. 

Gifts totaling $2,000,000 have been raised 
for the $15,000,000 endowment fund for the 
6 American Colleges in the Near East since 
the nation-wide campaign for funds start- 
ed Dee. 2. These gifts bring the total en- 
dowment up to this time to $9,010,760, plus 
the $1,000,000 from the Rockefeller Foun- 
dation for Medical Work at the University 
of Beirut, according to a recent announce- 
ment by Albert W. Staub, American Di- 
rector of the Near East College Associa- 
tion. The $2,000,000 was received from 
2,750 subscribers. 

Two severe earthquakes recently in the 
Newhandan and Sistan districts, Persia, 
have destroyed a thousand houses in one 
village and damaged as many more. 4 per- 
sons were killed. 

Members of the House representing the 
smaller communities ignored party lines 
and forced the passage of an amendment to 
the Radio act, which will require the Fed- 
eral Radio Commission to order an 
‘equal’? allocation of  broadeasting 
licenses, wave lengths and station power. 
The action taken by a vote of 236 to 133 
on the amendment, came after a bitter de- 
bate. 

Columbia University had an enrollment 
for the year 1927-1928 of 36,639 persons, 
a new record figure, according to the re- 
port of the President, Dr. Nicholas Murray 
Butler. 

Alexander. P. Moore, of Pittsburgh, 
formerly Ambassador to Spain, has been 
appointed by President Coolidge to be Am- 
bassador to Peru. He succeeds Miles 
Poindexter, who has resigned, effective 
April 30, to seek the Republican nomina- 
tion for the Senate from the State of 
Washington. The tabloid newspapers that 
Mr. Moore has recently acquired will be 
continued under his ownership while he is 
in the diplomatic service. 

Collapse of the great St. Francis Dam 
of the Los Angeles water supply March 13 
poured a sudden flood into the San Fran- 
cisquito Canyon, from which the known 
death toll at this current writing, stood at 
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274. 700 persons are missing. Hundreds 
of homes are destroyed. 


A LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


(Continued from Page 2) 

The male and female principles, ‘‘ yang’? 
and ‘‘yin,’’ gave birth to Pan-Ku, the first 
man, how none knows. Faith must accept 
that. He had two horns and was a short 
stubby fellow; but endowed with the abil- 
ity to grow. He proceeded to grow. He 
grew six feet every day and as he lived 
18,000 years, you can see how big he got. 
He, in some way, got possession of an ax, 
and with that he managed to ‘‘k’ai-p’ih 
t’ien di,’’ hew out the universe. This was 
seemingly out of nothing, or at least out of 
chaos. He was eighteen thousand years 
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doing the work, and in order to complete 


it all he had to die. His head is said to 
have become ‘‘the mountains, his breath 
the winds and clouds, his voice the thunder, 
his limbs the four quarters of the earth, his 
blood the rivers, his flesh the soil, his 
beard the constellations, his skin and hair 
the herbs and trees; his teeth, bones and 
marrow became the metals, rocks and pre- 
cious stones, his sweat the rain,’’ and, 
(most suggestive of all to evolutionists) 
‘*the insects creeping over his body be- 
came human beings!’’ I hope we are 
proud of our ancestry! Chinese speak of 
three kinds of insects that delight in man’s 
‘‘fellowship,’’ the ‘‘crawlers, the jump- 
ers, and the smellers.’’? I asked a Chinese 
to which race he belonged. He said he did 
not know, but that the ‘‘foreigners must 


EASTER GREETING CARDS 


Envelopes to Match 


No. K5E48. White card, with small cross 
entwined with flowers in one corner. 
EASTER GREETINGS 
As our days may demand 
May our strength ever be. 
Size, 84x4% inches. Price, 5e. 


No. R5E79. 
Sy-willows outlined against 
ground. Verse in center: 

HAPPY EASTER GREETINGS 
May ev'ry hour that Easter brings 
Be bright with joy, and then 
Continued happiness be yours 
Till Easter comes again. 

Size, 3'4%4x4™% inches. 


Gay yellow daffodils and pus- 
a dark back- 


Price,’ 5c. 


No. K5E37. White card with dainty spray 
of purple flowers and the words: _ 
EASTER GREETINGS 
May peace and happiness 
be yours this Easter. 
Size, 34x44 inches. Price, 5c. 
No. R5E125. Hand colored scene in bright 
colors of a gabled cottage set amidst green 
trees and gay flowers. Verse in upper corner: 
EASTER GREETINGS TO YOU 
May Easter bring you 
A Happy day 
And leave bright memories 
To light your way. 
Size, 3%x4%4 inches. 


SERIES No. 1150 EASTER CARDS 
Very: attractive designs full of Easter at- 
mosphere printed in ten colors on very fine 
stock. 
Size, 3x4™% inches. Price per sent of 10 cards 
and envelopes, 30e. 


SERIES No. 1151 EASTER CARDS 
Beautiful design of landscapes and spring 
flowers, printed in full color lithography. 
Size, 3x4% inches. Price per set of 10 cards 
and envelopes, 30e. 


Price, 5c. 


Yarra 
Easter Grectings 


SERIES No. 1152 EASTER FOLDERS 
This series is composed of the finest designs 
ever reproduced. On the inside of the folders 
beautiful Easter sentimnt and Bible Texts 

will be found. 
Size, 3x5 inches. 
and envelopes, 50ce. 


Price per set of 10 folders 


No. D5E%71. Gray-green card with dainty 


white violet at top. Below the verse: 
JOYOUS EASTER GREETINGS 

May Heaven bless your Eastertide 
with Peace and Hope and Gladness. 


Size, 3x5 inches. Price, 5e. 


No. R10E361. Gray card with purple and 
gold cross in upper corner, from which are 
radiating golden rays of light. A background 
of Paster lilies and spring flowers, in the 
center with the verse: 

EASTER GREETINGS 
May he who blesses all the world 
Within the cheer of Springtime days 
Give you a joyful Easter heart 
To live in song and praise. 


Size, 4x5 inches. 
_No. DIOE54. Bitte card with sprays of white 
lilies across the top. 
SINCERE GREETINGS! 


With best wishes for your 
Easter happiness! 


Size, 4x5 inches. 


Price, 10e. 


Price, 10c 


No. D10E481. Gray card with narrow lav- 
ender border, a small purple and gold eross 
at top. from which radiate golden rays. 
Dainty spring flowers surround the verse in 
the center. 

A JOYFUL EASTER TO YOU 
God grant you joy at Eastertide 

From His abundant store; 

God keep you glad through all your days, 

And bless you more and more. 


Size, 4144x5% inches. 


No. 15E65. Cream colored card with design 
of a stained glass window, banked with flow- 
ers, against a gold background. 

EASTER GREETINGS 
May God's Blessings reign 
within your heart 
this joyous Easter-tide. 


Size, 4144x5% inches. Price, 15e. . 


Price, 15¢. 


LARGE EASTER CROSS BOOK MARKS 


Two lovely designs, one a yellow-bordered 
cross with a cluster of narcissus and silk 
ribbon run through, and the other a_blue- 
bordered cross with Easter lilies and ribbon, 
Both are beautifully printed on white stock 
reproducing the flowers in all of their natural 
dainty colorings. Each book mark bears an 
Faster greeting and Scripture vefse. An en- 
velope accompanies each cross. 

Size, 3%x6 inches. Price per dozen, as- 
sorted, $1.80; each, 15c. 
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belong to the crawlers for they are 
white!’’ The picture I send shows Pan-Ku 
and his apron of leaves and his ax. In his 
hands he holds up the sun (red) and moon, 
He failed to put them in their proper 
places and they went away into the Han 
(sea) and the people were left in darkness. 
A messenger was sent to ask them to go 
into the sky and give light. They refused. 
Pan-Ku was called and at Buddha’s diree- 
tion wrote the character ‘‘zeh,’’? sun, in 
one hand and ‘‘yuih,’’ moon, in the other 
and going to the sea, he stretched out his 
hands and called the sun and moon repeat- 
ing a charm devoutedly seven times, when 
they ascended into the sky and gave light 
day and night. There are many other 
things told of Pan-Ku; but I cannot tell 
all in one letter. In the creation he made 
51 stories. Of these 33 were for heaven 
and 18 were for hell below the earth. The 
heavens were graded for good men and the 
floors below the earth were for bad men. 
If one is the very best of all he can go to 
33rd heaven and be worshiped as god. If 
one be very bad he’ll go down to the 18th 
hell. 

Even in 18,000 years the work of crea- 
tion was not completed; but a cavity was 
left through which many fell to the bot- 
tom. After a long time a woman, Nu-Ku, 
was born and she took stone and blocked 
up the hole and so finished the work of 
creation. They say, though the body of 
Pan-Ku died, his soul lives and will live 
forever. Just after the beginning of the 
Chinese Republic the ‘‘ Philosophers’’ said 
that a revelation had come from heaven 
saying that the king ef the gods had asked 
Pan-Ku to build a new heaven for him— 
the thirty-fourth. This was done and the 
king of gods with his retinue moved into 
this. How this revelation came is not told. 

These are some of the teaching of Chi- 
nese Doctors to boys in the schools. We 
teach, not these myths, but the dear old 
infallible Bible to our little Brownies and 
they take it in and it transforms their 
lives and saves their souls through faith in 
Christ. Though such are welcome, this 
letter is not to solicit gifts nor a reply; 
but your interest in and prayers for China. 
With best wishes and kindest regards, 

Yours in Christ’s glad service, 
—Rev. H. G. C. Hallock. 


Woman’s Missionary Society News 


Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor 


Miss Miyagi, one of the fifty-eight 
friendship dolls from Japan, has been 
itinerating through Eastern Pennsylvania 
and recently there were receptions held in 
her honor in St. Vincent Church, near 
Spring City; First Church, Spring City; 
and Trinity Church, Norristown. At the 
first place, there were present about eighty 
from East Vincent, Pikeland and St. Vin- 
cent Reformed Churches and Zion’s Luth- 
eran Church to do honor to this honorable 
guests. At First Church, Spring City, the 
reception was sponsored by the W. M. 8. 
and G. M. G. and dainty refreshments were 
served to the seventy who were present to 
greet the visitor, At Trinity Church, 
Norristown, the program was arranged by 
the Mission Bands of Trinity and Ascen- 
sion Church. About one hundred and fifty 
assembled to greet the charming envoy 
from the Land of the Rising Sun. A third 
of this audience were children, each of 
whom had brought a doll to greet the Jap- 
anese doll. Near the close of the program, 
the children filed past the honorable guest, 
had their dolls bow low to her, then set 
them on the platform with her. After the 
procession had passed, there stood Miss 
Miyagi surrounded by about fifty American 
dolls. Each of these groups had arranged 
interesting programs. At the St. Vincent 
reception, which, had been arranged by 
Miss Kerschner, the Mexican Friendship 
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project was explained and one of the 
school bags displayed. 
The orchestra of Zion’s Church School, 


York, gave a very fine concert at New Ox- 
ford in March. The program, which was 
held in the Sunday School building of St. 
Paul’s Church, was supplemented by reci- 
tations by Mrs. A. G. Kink. Another en- 
joyable feature was the selections by 
Zion’s Male Quartette, 


“*Hveryland’’ is a LITTLE magazine 
with a BIG influence. Do you know that 
‘*Everyland’’ began and put through the 
Doll Friendship Project for Japan? Do 
you know that 8,000 copies of the lovely 
February number went to Japan as a val- 
entine to the boys and girls who gave the 
wonderful fifty-eight dolls to us? This 
interchange of friendship gifts between the 
boys and girls of America and Japan has 
made the highest officials of two big gov- 
ernments take notice. Friendship School 
Bags for Mexico come next. Gestures of 
Friendship towards other lands will follow. 
World Friendship among boys and girls 
today will be followed in a few years by 
world friendship among the grown-ups— 
and that means we shall have the world 
peace for which we all are longing. Do 
you wish to keep in touch with the pro- 
gress of the world friendship among chil- 
dren? ‘‘Everyland’’ has the information. 
Do you take it? Better send in your dol- 
lar at once and receive ‘‘Everyland’’ for 
a whole year. 


Guess what? The new president of the 
G. M. G. at First Church, Laneaster, is no 
other than Mrs. Harris Arnold, who used 
to be Miss Helen Trescher, our General 
Synodical Guild Secretary. 


Talking about Guilds—We heard the 
other night that the G. M. G. of Ascension 
Church, Norristown, were passing around 
among the girls the following books on the 
Reading List: ‘‘My Lady of the Chinese 
Courtyard,’’ ‘‘Black Sheep,’’ ‘‘The Girl 
Who Walked Without Fear,’’? ‘‘Steward- 
ship in the Life of Youth’’ and ‘‘Red 
Blossoms.’’ 


The deep-rooted feeling of friendship 
and co-operation between the cabinet mem- 
bers of East Pennsylvania Classical W. M. 
8. and their president, Mrs. F, A. Churchill, 
was again evidenced on March 7, when 
twenty-seven gathered at Ravencroft, 
Phillipsburg, N. J., Mrs. Churchill’s home, 
for the third annual luncheon and Cabinet 
Meeting. The guests met at First Church, 
Easton, and were conveyed to Ravencroft 
by automobile. The fellowship around the 
beautifully appointed table was enjoyed by 
everyone and paved the way for the very 
enthusiastic business session which fol- 
lowed. Although it is much regretted that 
Mrs. Churchill’s term of office expires this 
spring, nevertheless, she has been able to 
transmit her spirit of interest and willing- 
ness to her co-workers and the hearty sup- 
port of her successor is assured. As a 
token of appreciation for her leadership, 
the Cabinet members presented Mrs. 
Churchill with a silver covered vegetable 
dish, Mrs. Milton Sterner being spokesman 
for the group. 


Mrs. Lewis Anewalt, who is spending 
some time at the home of her brother in 
Los Angeles, writes that a number of the 
Church people were at the station to meet 
her on her arrival at 9 A. M. on Sunday 
morning. Later all of them assembled in 
First Church for the morning service. 

The following Thursday, Mrs. Anewalt 
and her sister attended the monthly meet- 
ing of the W. M. S., which is always begun 
with a luncheon at the Church. This was 
the last W. M. S. meeting to be held in the 
old Church building. A Thank-Offering of 
$100 was reported. Mrs. Anewalt says she 
is delighted with the spirit of interest and 


If you like 


variety, no other Bible publisher can 
offer so many styles of size, binding 
Your book- 


and type as Nelson’s. 
seller can show 
you many, and 
help you select. 
There isa Nelson 
Bible or Testa- 
ment ata price to 
meet your ideas. 
King James ver- 
sion is available, 
of course, but 
people are turn- 
ing more and 
more to the 


NELSON 


AMERICAN STANDARD 


BIBLE 


The Bible that meets every human need for 
comfort, guidance and understanding. You 
Owe it to yourself to learn all about it. You 
can, if you mail this coupon today. 
e e ¢ ¢ 
“Tt meets the demand made upon it and upon 
Christianity by the modern trend of the world 
without changing or altering the teachings 
or doctrine of our faith.’’ 
From a sincere young woman 
name on request) 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
381-383W Fourth Ave., New York City 


DEAR SIRS: Kindly send me a FREE copy of 
your book entitled “The Wonderful Story,” 
telling how the Bible came down through the 
ages. This does not obligate me in any way. 


Name_ 2 aes ee eee es es 
Street No. 


City 


with what has already been accomplished 
by this society. 


Notes From Bethel Reformed Community 
Center: Goodrich Lynch is the new presi- 
dent of South Branch Intermediate Chris- 
tian Endeavor Union. 

The Bethel Mothers’ Club enjoyed a 
special social evening at the Center on 
Wednesday, March 7. After an hour of 
wholesome fun, they all partook of a splen- 
did luncheon prepared by several of the 
mothers. Mrs. MacAllister is gaining the 
confidence of the women of the commun- 
ity and is doing splendid work among 
them. Their response to her Bible teach- 
ing is very gratifying. The spiritual re- 
action is noticeable. Recently two moth- 
ers became Christians, as a result of these 
meetings, and presented their children for 
baptism. Nearly every week new members 
are added. When mothers lead, the family 
follows. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


An Outline of Christian Doctrine. By 


Werner Elert. Translated from the ° 
German by Charles M. Jacobs. The 
United Lutheran Publication House. 


$1.00, net. 

Condensed into about 100 pages, we 
have here a defense and display of Luth- 
eran theology presented for the benefit of 
American Lutherans. The outline in its 
main divisions and some sub-heads reads 
like a page from medieval theology. For 
instance, ‘‘The Conflict With God,’’ ‘*The 
Sovereignity of Fate,’’ ‘‘The Struggle Be- 
tween the Soul and God,’’ ‘‘The Possi- 
bility of Esecape’’ and ‘‘The Enmity of 
God.’’ These forms of theological expres- 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 
Thjs is the oldest of the educational institu- 

tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 

by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 


Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 


of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 

REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 

Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
ium and ‘Complete Athletic Field. 


A college whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 


HENRY H. APPLE, D. D., LL. D., 
President. 


— 


e 
~« Ursinus College 
George L. Omwake, LL. D., President 
SCHOLARSHIPS NEEDED 

Endowments of from $1,000 to $5,000 
or more, establishing perpetual scholar- 
ships for aiding struggling students 
facing rising costs. 

Three ways to found scholarships: 1. By 
Gift in Cash—ineome immediately available. 
2. By Gift in Cash Under Life-annuity Con- 
tract—income applicable at death of donor. 
38. By Provision in Will—endowment effective 
after death. 

Write for booklet, “Lasting Memorials.’ 


Rev. James M. S. Isenberg, D. D. 
Vice President 


Collegeville, Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


WM. MANN IRVINE, PH.D., LL.D., 
President, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 

A fully accredited member of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men. Standard courses: A.B., B.S. in 
Home Economics, and B.M. in Music. 
Practical courses in Education, English 
Speech and Art. Ten buildings fully 
equipped for thorough work and modern 
housing. Suburban site of 125 acres. Our 
own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book of views, apply 


JOSEPH H. APPLE, 1i.D, President 


sion seem hard and repulsive to us today. 
The writer, however, thinks that this way 
of stating his view is needed and will be 
welcome in this country. He regards the 
American Churches as marked by funda- 
mental conservatism and also believes that 
Lutheranism is sufficiently elastic to adjust 
itself to changing conditions, though he 
demands a rigid theology under any ad- 
justment. Here is a strong meat indeed 
for those who are able to eat it. A con- 
spectus of theology under the topics, God, 
Man, Jesus, The Church and The Last 
Things, is given in Latin. —A, D; 


The Achievement of Israel. 
Herbert R. Purington. 
ners Sons. $1.25 
Few know the romance in the history of 

Israel, for our knowledge of this story 

has been spoiled in many instances by the 

piecemeal method of Sunday School teach- 
ing or by a lack of an airplane view of the 
whole history. Such a book as this is 
therefore invaluable in its compact form 
and luminous style, and will commend it- 
self to any one who has the least interest 
in the Bible as the History of Redemption. 
The call of the Arab shiek, his son of 
promise and his grandsons, the famine and 
the boy dreamer and the bowing brothers 
before the boys, whose dream came true, 
the residence in Egypt, prosperity and in- 
crease followed by envy and oppression, 
then deliverance by a leader trained in 
every way for his task. The desert and 
the discipline where slaves were welded 
into a compact and obedient nation, the 
capture and subjugation of a hostile coun- 
try, the experiments in government and 
worldly methods purged by capture and 
deportation, the great political failure and 
the strange spiritual suecess—all these are 
finely pictured for us—people restored, 
disseminating through the world the 
knowledge of the one true God, preserving 

a place and vehicle for the appearance 

upon earth and in due time of Him, who 

brought salvation to all from the Jews. 
—A. D. 


By Professor 
Charles Serib- 


OBITUARY 


ELDER D. C. RUMBAUGH 


Daniel Cyrus Rumbaugh was born near 
Armburst, Hempfield Township, West- 
moreland Co., Pa., on Dee. 11, 1856. Com- 
ing to Mount Pleasant, Pa., as a young 
man, he was engaged for some time as a 
carpenter, and then for many years as a 
butcher. His standing as a citizen in the 
community was attested by the fact that 
although he was a Democrat in polities, a 
strongly Republican community retained 
him for 19 years, from 1907 to 1926, as 
tax collector of Mount Pleasant Borough, 
in which position he was an exemplary 
public servant. So long as he chose to 
stand for office, it was conceded that he 
could not be defeated. 

At Easter, 1873, he was confirmed a 
member of the First Reformed Church, of 
Mount Pleasant, by the late Rev. David B. 
Lady, D. D., and remained a member of 
this congregation until his death, a period 
of nearly 55 years. In 1889 he was elected 
deacon and about 20 years ago elder, rend- 
ering service in the consistory for an al- 
most continuous period of nearly 40 years. 
For many years after his ordination as 
deacon he served as secretary of the con- 
sistory, also for a long time as secretary 
of the joint consistory of the Mount Pleas- 


ant Charge, and after his election as elder 


he was made treasurer of the First Church. 
The duties of this responsible office he dis- 
charged with exemplary fidelity until his 
death. He frequently served as delegate 
elder, representing the charge in West- 
moreland Classis and Pittsburgh Synod, 
and for two years preceeding his death 
he served as the lay member of Westmore- 
land Classis’ Executive Committee, In 


EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 
A.B. and B.S. Degrees 
accredited by 
The State Department 
Wholesome Home and College Life on @ 
beautiful 70-acre campus. Department of 
Religious Education and Social Service 
especially commended by our Church 

Leaders. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D., 
President 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 
EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N.C. 


Of forty colleges in North Carolina, 
Catawba’s physical equipment ranks 
among the first ten. 

There are larger faculties, but none 
stronger or better qualified than 
Catawba’s staff of thirty. 

Catawba is no longer a “small” college, 
but is rapidly approaching the necessity 
of limiting its student body. 

Easily accessible location. 
Very reasonable rates. 
Write for catalog and view booklet. 


keeping. with his nature, which was re- 
tiring and modest, his religious life was 
quiet and unostentatious, but still deep 
and sincere, showing itself in regular and 
reverent attendance in the house of prayer, 
and in painstaking care in his official du- 
ties. 

Last summer he was stricken with dia- 
betes, and declined visibly in strength. 
His end came suddenly on Feb. 18, 1928, as 
the result of a heart attack. He was buried 
from his late home on Feb. 20th, the ser- 
vices being in charge of his pastor, Rey. 
Paul T. Stonesifer, assisted by Rev. A. H. 
Davies, of the M. E. Church. The text for 
the funeral address was Matt. 24:45-47, 
suited to Elder Rumbaugh’s faithfulness 
in his stewardship. 

Surviving this beloved brother are his 
widow, Mrs. Flora Duncan Rumbaugh, 
Lloyd F. Rumbaugh, deacon of the First 
Church and Superintendent of Schools, 
Mount Pleasant Township, and Dr. Morris 
Rumbaugh, dentist, of Donora, Pa. 


PETER KLINGLER 


On Friday evening, Feb. 17, Peter 


Klingler, a life-long resident of St. Peters- 


burg, Pa., and vicinity, passed away after 
an illness which lasted about four weeks, 
Mr. Klingler was the son of the late 
Joseph and Catherine Kreider Klingler. 
He was born near St. Petersburg, Pa., Au 

22, 1842. In his youth he affiliated with 


the Reformed Church and for the last 25. 


years was a faithful member of St. Peter’s 
Church, of St. Petersburg, Pa. For a num- 


. 
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ber of years he served as elder and trustee 
in the Church and treasurer in the Sunday 
School. It was only within the last year 
that he was prevented from attending 
Church and Sunday School, on aecount of 
physical disability. 

Since the opening of the oil fields in 
Clarion County, in the early seventies, he 
was engaged as an oil operator. At the 
time of his death he was treasurer of the 
Speechly Gas Company and a director of 
the Farmers’ National Bank, Emlenton, 
Pa. Early in the Civil War, the youthful 
Klingler enlisted with Company H, 103rd 
Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers, and 
served throughout the war. He fought and 
was wounded in the battle of Fair Oaks, 
took part in the Seven Day fight in the 
Peninsula Campaign, Siege of Yorktown, 
and the engagements at Williamsburg, 
Brackwater and Kingston. He was a 
prisoner for four months in Andersonville 
prison and six months in Saltsburg prison, 
Mr. Klingler was preceded in death by his 
wife, who died Jan. 17, 1917. The family 
was blessed with 9 children. Only two re- 
main to mourn his departure, Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Shaffer, of St. Petersburg, Pa., and 
Mrs. W. F. Leman, Chicago, Ill. He is 
also survived by a grandson, Eugene 
Klingler, at present a student at Columbia 
Military Academy, Columbia, Tenn.; a 
daughter-in-law, Mrs. Blanche Klingler, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., and one brother, Harrison 
Klingler, of Mariasville, Pa. 

The funeral services were conducted at 
his late home on Monday afternoon, Feb. 
20, 1928, at 2.30 o’clock, by his pastor, 
Rey. William F. Ginder. The commital was 


in charge of the American Legion. Inter- 
ment was made in the St. Petersburg 
Cemetery. 


FREDERICK H. HANTZMAN 


The Reformed Church in the Harrisburg 
District lost one of its most venerable and 
devoted sons in the death on January 23rd 
of Frederick Henry Hantzman. Born in 
1846 in Harrisburg, the son of Henry and 
Catherine Hantzman, he was compelled 
through the death of his father to leave 
school at the age of 12 and to work as the 
sole support of his mother and younger 
brothers and sisters. With the outbreak 
of the Civil War he was torn between the 
conflicting duties to his home and his coun- 
try, but finally in 1864 he obtained his 


mother’s consent and joined company 
<¢G,’’ 194th Penna. Volunteers. His re- 
torn at the end of the war to find his 


mother dead became one of the sublime, 
though painful memories of later life. 

For many years he engaged in the lum- 
ber and contracting business in Harris- 
burg and Millersburg, beginning as an ap- 
prentice and working his way to the place 
where he built many of the houses in the 
uptown district of the Capitol City. All 
the while he was engaged in the building 
of ‘‘houses not made with hands.’’ As 
deacon, elder, Sunday School teacher and 
’ in many other capacities he rendered con- 
spicuous service to the Kingdom. A pio- 
meer in spirit, his interests ever on the 
frontier of the Church, he labored suc- 
eessively in Salem, Second and St. John’s 
congregations, returning appropriately in 
his latest years to Salem, the Church of 
his boyhood. One of his dearest hopes and 
last subjects of conversation had to do 
with the founding of a mission congrega- 
tion in the city and for this purpose he 
left $1,000 in trust. Hoffman Orphanage, 
Salem and St. John’s congregations were 
also remembered in his will. which ad- 
monished his children to be faithful to the 
Church. 

Brother Hantzman was very active in 
the G. A. R., and served as Commander of 
Post 58. To the very limit of his strength 
and up to the days of his final illness he 
visited the sick among his comrades and 
his wider acquaintance, comforting them 
by his cheery conversation and his earnest 
prayers. 


NOLS 


We have prepared two very interesting leaflets that we are anxious to 
place in the hands of Christian people in all the Protestant Churches. 


Read | |. ‘‘The Excellence of The Psalms as a book of Praise.’’ They 
These : 3 “ 4 r 
Leaflets | 2. ‘Is the Use of Uninspired Songs in the Worship of God authorized?” | Free 


Bee copies will be sent free and postpaid to readers of this paper. 
Send for them to-day (A postcard will do) 


Witness Committee 


~ Gienshaw, Pa. 


His funeral was conducted by Rev. 
David Dunn, of St. John’s Church, owing 
to the illness of his pastor, Dr. E. N. 
Kremer, on Jan. 26th. One son and three 
daughters survive: Charles F, Hantzman, 
Mrs. Alice Jacobs and Mrs. Grace Speese, 
of Harrisburg, and Mrs. Maude Rupert of 
Easton. —D. 


KEEP YOUR SCALP 
Clean and Healthy 


WITH CUTICURA 


EASTER SUGGESTIONS 


NEW CONGRATULATION FOLDERS FOR 
CONFIRMATION 
Size, 334x4% inches. 
Beautiful Coloring. 

No. 250. Assorted floral designs with a 
greeting for the newly confirmed on the front 
cover and appropriate Scripture text and 
message on the inside folder. Each folder in 
envelope. 


Price, 5 cents each. 
Size, 3x4 inches. 


Melewtsn 


No. 251. 
with a greeting for the newly confirmed on 
the front cover and appropriate Scripture 


Three beautiful designs of flowers 


text and a message on the inside of the 


folder. Each with an envelope. 
Price, 10c—Size, 34%x5™% inches. 
The Institution af the Lord's Bipyree 
Ty Dyan rn ext i Jem tera 
( Cog ener arpa epee i 
COMMUNION CARD, NO. 839 
Size, 8%x5% inches. With envelopes 


Price, 3 cents each; $3.00 per 100 
A very dainty eard with a Church exterior 
seene, Beautiful coloring. Lettered in black 
Old English, gold borders. 


BREAD PLATE (ALUMINUM) 


The aluminum plates are of best grade 
material, hirhlv polished, designed especially 
for use with the Aluminum services. 

$1.75, delivery extra 


Communcant’s Card 


(2 Remar 


Mier aoe, 


Pe 


leew pte ohms pes 


NEW COMMUNICANT CARD IN COLORS 
No. 1380 


To be placed on the offering plate. 
‘This do in Rememberrance of Me.” 
Name 


$1.00 per 100; $8.00 per 1000 
SINGLE COMMUNION GLASS FILLER 


_The New Single Communion Glass Filler 
INO; 43; Non- Corrosive. This nickel-plated 
filler is substantially made. It is nickel 


plated inside to prevent corrosion should the 
wine remain indefinitely in the filler, 
$7.75, delivery extra 
Extra Bulbs, 50 cents each 


COMMUNION GLASSES 
No. 1H, Full sham pressed glass (unbreak- 
able). $1.00 a dozen, postpaid. 


No. 28, Shallow blown glass. No. 3D, Full 
blown glass. $1.10 a dozen, postpaid. Specify 
style when ordering. 


“THE GOLDEN CENSER” 


(With Certificate of Confirmation) 
By Rev. H. Harbaugh, D. D. 
Abridged and Revised 
By Rev. Rufus W. Miller, D. D. 


This is a book dear to the hearts of mem- 
bers of the Reformed Church. It has been 
an inspiration to thousands of young people. 
This edition with its abridgments and addi- 
tions will be even more highly appreciated. 


No. 1 is beautifully and durably bound in 
Extra Cloth, stamped with Gold, and sells 
for 50 cents the copy, postpaid; 45 cents each 
in dozen lots. 

No. 2 is bound in Blue Keratol, embossed 
in Gold and with Gold edges. A _ beautiful 
book for gift purposes, and at 60 cents the 
copy, péstpaid, or 55 cents each in dozen lots, 
probably will be the most popular edition. 


No. 3 is handsomely bound in genuine Mor- 
oecco, embossed in the best Gold, with Red 
under Gold edges. purple ribbon marker and 
squares rolled with Gold. $1.60 the copy, 
postpaid. 


“SEALED UNTO CHRIST” 
Size, 8°%.x6 inches 
A Confirmation Manual Compiled by 
Rev. Ambrose M. Schmidt, D. D. 
Containing selections of Scripture, Con- 
firmation Certificates. Leading Questions from 
the Heidelberg Catechism, Appronriate Medita- 
tions, Prayer for Morning, Evening and 
Special Oceasions. 25¢ each; $2.25 per dozen, 
postpaid. 
“THE SHEPHERD PSALM” 


By Henry Howard. Book dwells on the 
Twenty-third Psalm. Excellent gift for mem- 
bers of the Cenfirmation Class. Contains a 
certificate of Chureh Membership. Price, 
paper bound, 50 cents; cloth bound, 75 cents. 


Ee 
PUBLICATION AND SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 


Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street, 


Philadelphia, Pa, 
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Add KRchnessto Your Religious ®utlook 


Dr. S, PARKES CADMAN Rt. Rey. CHARLES H. BRENT Dr. sree EMERSON Fospick BisHop FRANCIs J, MCCONNELL Miss Mary E. Woorrery 
with the aid of these outstanding religious leaders 
ee 


“4 EADED by Dr. S. Parkes CapMAN, five distinguished men and women, noted for 
4 their leadership in the religious world, are offering to help you cull the finest and 
the best out of current spiritual literature. 

No longer will you need to waste your time on books that are of little significance, while 
you vainly endeavor to sort the wheat from the chaff. 

From the vast fields in which spiritual ideals are finding literary expression today, includ- 
ing history, discussions of contemporary social problems, philosophy, poetry and fiction, the 
distinguished Editorial Committee of the Religious Book Club will choose for you the out- 
standing and the most interesting books. 


Thus you will obtain each month the coopera- new spiritual book of the month. The Religious Book Club 
ontot will mail you a review of this book so that you may decide 
for yourself whether the book appeals to you. If it does, the 

Dr. S. Parkes CapMan, president of the Club will see to it that it reaches your library table as. 
PederliCouncl ot the. Churchestot Ghrict promptly and regularly as a magazine. If it does not appeal to 


you, you may choose a book from the supplementary list of 


in America titles which have been selected by the committee, and which 


Chairman of the Editorial Committee of are reviewed in the same bulletin with the review of the book 
the Religious Book Club chosen by the committee. 
Rr. Rey. Cuarrtes H. Brent, Bishop of No Fees, No Risk 
Western New York It costs you nothing to join the Club, You can join 
Dr. Harry EMERSON Fospick, preacher without cost, without fees and without risk. Its services 


are free, and through it you obtain at regular prices a library 
and author j that has been selected with discriminating care by five of 
BisHop Francis J. McConne tt, of Pitts- the best qualified judges in America. For the book which the 


burgh ostman delivers to you each month, you pay the Religious 
: B b i if sc ohEeA blish A 
Miss Mary Ff. Woottey, president Be ; Club exactly what you would pay the publisher or the 
; ookseller, plus a few cents postage. 
Mount Holyoke College, and president of 
the American Association of University For a 3 Months Trial, Mail This oounee 
Women. 


The Editorial Committee will‘not confine its search solely 
: : aS Reuicious Boox Crus, Inc. 
to American works. It will explore the religious fields of 
: ; ; ; : 80 LaraYETTE STREET 
foreign countries and develop an American circulation for the 
New York, N. Y 


worth-while spiritual books of Europe and Asia. : 9 
Please enroll me as a subscriber to your service for 


Books for Pastor and Layman 3 months. The price of the book sent to me each 

Perhaps you are an isolated clergyman in a remote rural month is to be the price put upon it by the publisher 
district, or a pastor in the heart of a throbbing city. Perhaps himself (from $2 to $3), plus the postage. A bill 
you are a layman, eager to stimulate your mind by intelligent is to be sent with each book, and I agree to pay it 


religious reflection. within ten days of receipt. 
The Religious Book Club will shed light on your problem ues 

as it is now doing for its 5,000 satisfied subscribers. Tt is a 
You have only to signify your intention of becoming a AGEL CSS ccna ee 

member, and you have enlisted the services of the best re- 

ligious minds of the country to work in your behalf. They 

will suggest to you what they consider the most significant 


City and State 


